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Recommendation :  
 
It is recommended that the Board of Supervisors approve the Certificates of Compliance for the 
California Department of Veterans Affairs (CDVA) Subvention Program and Medi -Cal Cost Avoidance 
Program for Fiscal Year 2026 –2027 and authorize the Chair to sign both certificates.  
 
Background:  
 
State law requires each county Board of Supervisors to certify that the county meets certain 
requirements for providing services to veterans. State regulations also require each county to appoint a 
veteran to serve as its County Veterans Service Officer (CVSO).  
 
Joel Ceja is a veteran and has served as the Yuba -Sutter County Veterans Service Officer since 2025.  
 
The attached Certificates of Compliance must be completed on an annual basis for the County to remain 
eligible for state funding that supports the Veterans Service Office.  
 
The Yuba -Sutter Veterans Service Office has served local veterans and their families since July 1945. 
The office helps veterans, their dependents, and survivors apply for and receive federal, state, and local 
benefits and services. The California Department of Veterans Affairs estimates that more than 10,000 
veterans live in the Yuba -Sutter area.  
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Discussion:  
 
State funding provides important financial support for the Yuba -Sutter Veterans Service Office. This 
funding helps the office continue providing services that connect veterans and their families with 
benefits they may be eligible to receive.  
 
The Veterans Service Office helps with:  
 

• Applying for VA benefits  
• Understanding VA decisions and filing appeals  
• Applying for VA health care  
• Applying for VA home loans and education benefits  
• Obtaining state and federal park passes  
• Applying for the CalVet College Fee Waiver Program  
• Providing income information needed for certain County assistance programs  

 
The VA application process can be difficult to understand and navigate. The Veterans Service Office 
provides trained staff who help veterans and their families complete applications, understand their 
options, and obtain the benefits they have earned through military service.  
 
During Fiscal Year 2025 -2026, the office documented the following payments to local veterans and their 
families:  
 

Type of Payment  Amount  

Standard Claim –Retroactive Payment  $3,608,661.88  

Standard Claim –Reoccurring Payment  $686,173.04  

Standard Claim –Lump Sum Payment  $18,883.70  

Medi-Cal Referral Claim –Retroactive Payment  $2,135.58  

Medi-Cal Referral Claim –Reoccurring Payment  $1,800.42  

  
The office also processed 124 College Fee Waiver applications, helping local veteran families save more 
than $1,114,388 in college tuition. This program provides eligible veteran dependents with an opportunity 
to attend California colleges and universities at a reduced cost.  
 
Approval of the Certificates of Compliance will allow the Yuba County to remain eligible for state funding 
and continue providing these important services to local veterans and their families.  
 
Committee action:  
 
The Human Services Committee was bypassed as this is a routine annual renewal of these certificates.   
 
Fiscal impact:  
 
Source of Funds: No funding commitment, administrative only, staff time only.  
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Attachments : 
 
449/2026 Annual Subvention Certificate of Compliance FY 26 -27 
449/2026 Annual Medi -Cal Certificate of Compliance FY 26 -27 
 
 

 


