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Recommendation 

 

Approval of use of Yuba County logo and seek Board ratification to support the efforts of League of 

California Cities, CSAC, and RCRC in rejecting efforts to limit public agency recovery from utility-

caused wildfires in the Governor’s proposed wildfire liability reforms as prompted by the SB 254 report. 

 

Discussion 

 

Approval of use of Yuba County logo and seek Board ratification to support the efforts of League of 

California Cities, CSAC, and RCRC in rejecting efforts to limit public agency recovery from utility-

caused wildfires in the Governor’s proposed wildfire liability reforms as prompted by the SB 254 report.  

While League of California Cities, CSAC, RCRC, and Yuba County support the State’s efforts to 

strengthen community wildfire mitigation efforts, the Governor’s late provisions to the SB 254 package 

could: 

• Limit damage claims on public property or infrastructure to the depreciated value of the 

asset that the utility who caused the fire would need to pay. 

o Limiting utility company’s costs of rebuilding critical infrastructure and public 

facilities to the mere depreciated value and shifting that financial responsibility to 

public agencies would greatly hinder these essential public services for 

homeowners and businesses. 
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• Limit emergency response and mutual aid costs as a recoverable cost from the utility. 

o Preventing public agencies from recovering emergency response and mutual aid 

costs from the utility company at fault and going entirely through FEMA would 

catastrophically limit and delay cost recovery.  

 

• Eliminate property tax loss revenue as a recoverable cost from the utility, shifting costs to 

taxpayers. 

o By eliminating the ability to bring claims for lost property taxes, essential public 

services like fire, police, social services, drinking water, and public infrastructure 

would be greatly impacted and financially vulnerable, as these services rely on 

property taxes for funding. 

Yuba County CSAC representative, Dist. 4 Supervisor Gary Bradford, and Yuba County RCRC 

representative, Dist. 2 Supervisor Renick House, affirmed the use of the County Logo as show of 

support in this effort to urge the Legislature to reject the above reforms from being included in any 

wildfire package that will advance this current legislative session. 

 

 

Attachments 

Letter of Opposition to the Forthcoming Wildfire Liability Reform Package 

Governor’s Fact Sheet on package proposals, released to the press/public on Aug. 11. 

 

 

 


