
The County of Yuba 
Community Development and Services Agency 
 
 

TO: Board of Supervisors 

 

FROM: 

 

 

Community Development and Services Agency, Brian Mickelson 

 

SUBJECT: Community Development and Services Agenda: Hold public hearing, waive first 

reading and introduce ordinance amending section 9.15.021 of Chapter 9.15 of the 

Yuba County Ordinance Code regarding speed limits for North Beale Road. (Roll 

Call Vote) (Five minute estimate) 

 

DATE: 

 

NUMBER: 

 

July 14, 2026 

 

306/2026 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

The Department of Public Works recommends that the Board of Supervisors approve an ordinance 

amending Chapter 9.15 of Title IX of the Yuba County Ordinance Code to update Section 9.15.021 

regarding Speed Limits for North Beale Road, and authorize the Chair to execute.  

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

Pursuant to the California Vehicle Code (CVC) Section 40802, the Board of Supervisors has the 

authority to set and modify vehicle speed limits by ordinance for the facilitation of the orderly and safe 

movement of vehicles as determined by an engineering and traffic survey.  The Department of Public 

Works has initiated a review of all County speed limits previously set by ordinance and is in the process 

of updating all expired engineering and traffic surveys to allow enforcement of these sections of 

roadway. 

 

Per the CVC, section 40802, the Prima Facia speed limit of 55 mph on a two-lane road can be reduced to 

a reasonable and safe speed if an engineering and traffic survey has been completed.  These surveys are 

effective for seven (7) years if certified by a registered engineer in accordance with this section.  Within 

Yuba County, most roads within rural areas fall under this Prima Facia speed limit, however past 

engineering and traffic surveys have reduced these speed limits within certain areas to reasonable 

speeds.  Unfortunately, a significant number of these have expired and are no longer valid, which forces 

the speed limit to revert to the Prima Facia speed limit of 55 mph, and it cannot be enforced at a lower 

speed until an engineering and traffic survey has been completed.  The approval of this ordinance will 
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allow for a reduced speed limit and the enforcement of them on these segments of North Beale Road.  It 

is also a start to updating and applying reasonable and safe speed limits on all roads in unincorporated 

Yuba County as other Engineering & Traffic Surveys are conducted moving forward. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

Due to the expired nature of the segments of North Beale Road, an engineering and traffic survey 

including each of the following segments has been completed and a recommendation made for the 

enforceable speed of these segments.  Additional details are included in the attached engineering and 

traffic survey.  These segments with their recommendations are: 

 
1. North Beale Road –  From the intersection with State Route 70 easterly to the intersection with Linda 

Avenue  (North side of N. Beale Road) . 

Accident Rate –  5.98 cpmvm  

Volume –  9,802 vpd  

85 th Percentile Speed –  49 mph  

Posted Speed –  35 mph    

Recommended Speed 40 mph  

Based upon the Engineering and Traffic Survey and all highway traffic, and roadside conditions not 

apparent to the driver, the recommended maximum safe speed for this section of North Beale Road is 

40 mph.  This is due to a high pedestrian activity area, as well as a crash rate far exceeding the State 

average.  

2. North Beale Road –  From the intersection of L inda Avenue (North side of N. Beale Road) Easterly to a point 

1.90 miles easterly.  

Accident Rate –  2.17 cpmvm 

Volume –  6,478 vpd  

85 th Percentile Speed –  52 mph  

Posted Speed –  45 mph  

Recommended Speed 45 mph  

Based upon the Engineering and Traffic Survey and all highway traffic, and roadside conditions not 

apparent to the driver, the recommended maximum safe speed for this section of North Beale Road is 

45 mph.  

 

In review of the two speed segments, there is only one change in the existing previously established 

speed limits, which is segment Number 1 – From the intersection with State Route 70 easterly to the 

intersection with Linda Avenue.  This section is proposed to be raised by 5 mph.  Based upon the 85th 

percentile speed, the speed limit is automatically rounded to 50 mph.  However, due to the density, 

pedestrian and bicycle activity, and abundance of driveways it can be reduced by an initial 5 mph to 45 

mph.  A further reduction of 5 mph is appropriate due to a crash rate significantly higher than the State 

average. So, the maximum the speed limit can legally be reduced to is 40 mph. 

 

Approval of this ordinance will set the speed limit of these roadway segments of North Beale Road at a 

speed less than the default existing Prima Facia speed limit of 55 mph, therefore increasing the safety of 

these roadway segments.  This Engineering & Traffic Survey has been developed in coordination with 
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the California Highway Patrol and the Yuba County Sheriff’s Department.  Staff recommends the 

approval of this ordinance. 

 

COMMITTEE ACTION: 

 

This item is being brought to the full Board of Supervisors as this item is routine in nature. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

The signage for the one location of sign changes will be less than $500 and will be absorbed by the 

existing road maintenance budget. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

• Ordinance 

• Engineering & Traffic Survey 

• Speed Survey Data 

• Crash Analysis 

• Speed Zone Maps 

 

 

 


