The County (yp Yuba

Health and Human Services Department

TO: Board of Supervisors

FROM: Jennifer Vasquez, Director
Melissa Shaw, Deptuty Director
Health and Human Services Department

SUBJECT: Approve memorandum of understanding with Olivehurst Public Utility District
DATE: June 9, 2026
NUMBER: 289/2026

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Board of Supervisors approve the Memorandum of
Understanding with Olivehurst Public Utility District (OPUD) for the provision of free swim passes
and swim lessons for children aged 6-17 and swim exercise programs through the OPUD Pool for a
term of June 1, 2026 through June 30 2027, and authorize the Chair to execute.

Background: OPUD operates the Olivehurst public swimming pool and provides swimming lessons
to local residents. Yuba County Health and Human Services (HHS) has provided funding to OPUD
for the provision of swimming lessons and swim exercise programs for the years 2017-2019 and
2022-2026. The pool was closed for the 2020 and 2021 swim season. OPUD has seen an increase
in the number of participants in the open swim time. In 2024, there were 3,470 swimmers who were
between the ages of 6 and 17 years and in 2025 the number increased to 4,304. Those
participating in the swim lessons remained consistent. In 2024, 192 6-17 year olds received swim
lessons and in 2025 there were 192 participants of the same age group. There was a slight drop in
the number of participants in the swim exercise program from 31 individuals in 2024 to 24
individuals in 2025.

Discussion: Participation in formal swimming lessons can reduce the risk of drowning among
children and young adults. In California, drowning is a leading cause of injury related deaths among
children under the age of five with the state reporting 50 drowning related deaths in 2023.
Additionally, near drowning related injuries can cause life-long physical and/or mental disabilities,
significantly impacting quality of life. In Yuba County, there were three deaths related to drowning
in 2025. Providing the opportunity for children in Yuba County to develop strong swimming skills
can significantly reduce the chances of unintentional drownings. The swim exercise program
provides an opportunity for residents to stay physically fit. Water exercise increases heart rate and
caloric burn rates, tones muscle, and expands lung capacity, which can improve overall health and
aim to reduce the obesity rate which is currently 32.6% in Yuba County.
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As part of this program, HHS also provides participants with outreach and educational materials to
promote water and summer safety.

Committee Action: The Health and Safety Committee was bypassed due to the routine nature of
this request for a renewal contract.

Fiscal Impact:
Budget

e Included in the FY 2026-2027 Budget Appropriation
Total Projected Cost

e $26,000
Source of Funds

e Non-General Fund: $26,000 State and Federal Funding
Public Health Realignment
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