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RECOMMENDATION: 

 

The Department of Public Works recommends that the Board of Supervisors approve the Climate 

Adaptation Capital Improvement Plan. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

For FY 2023-24, the State made available funds to support and implement a competitive Sustainable 

Transportation Planning grant program for Climate Adaptation. Staff successfully submitted a grant 

application to develop a project-level Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) for the unincorporated, but 

urbanized, areas of Linda, West Linda, and Olivehurst to accommodate the impacts of climate change. 

The project areas rely upon drainage infrastructure that has evolved over time. These are Gold Rush 

communities, established in the 1850’s, with most homes and infrastructure built prior to 1960. The 

existing drainage infrastructure is predominantly roadside ditches which are insufficient to carry runoff 

from even a moderately sized storm event. There is insufficient rights-of-way and available fall for 

widening and deepening the existing ditches to be a viable solution. The project area is now 

experiencing more frequent localized flooding due to climate change, both longer in duration and greater 

in area, which impacts transportation corridors and private properties. When longer duration, higher 

intensity rain events overwhelm the roadside ditches, bicyclists and pedestrians are forced into the travel 

way with motorized traffic. In many cases, the traveled lanes themselves are flooded. The project area is 

experiencing widespread transportation issues due to a lack of safe places to walk, bike, or even drive a 

vehicle. Local transit services have been impacted, as some roads become impassable for transit 

vehicles. The current drainage system is so overwhelmed that standing water can often remain for 

several days.  
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Peterson Brustad Inc. (now Verdantas) was the consultant awarded the contract to support Public Works 

in the creation of the Capital Improvement Plan. The consultant reviewed the inventory developed 

during the Climate Change Vulnerability Study previously completed, along with existing data to 

identify any potential changes or gaps. Analysis and Public Outreach were done to identify goals, 

objectives, and guiding principles for the CIP, solicit input, and translate stakeholder input into design 

concepts and potential improvements to be incorporated into the final CIP. Outreach was critical, as 

Public Works wanted to ensure the CIP reflected and helped advance the community’s vision for the 

future. 

 

The project created a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) that met regularly and included local 

stakeholders such as Reclamation District 784 (RD 784), Yuba County Office of Emergency Services 

(OES), and Yuba Water Agency, among others, and focused on technical issues regarding locations and 

sizing of individual project components. Their input helped drive technical decisions made relating to 

the development of the draft and final Plan. The draft plan was posted and made available for review 

and public comment on the Yuba County website. From there, the final plan was prepared.  

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

The project developed a project-level Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) that identifies the projects 

necessary to retrofit the existing infrastructure in the project area to accommodate the ever-increasing 

future runoff from weather events caused by climate change. The capital improvements identified and 

evaluated by this project will allow the County to prioritize, design, budget, and construct projects that 

will decrease the frequency and severity of localized flooding, improve access to multiple modes of 

transportation (including transit), and improve water quality. Absent this project-level Capital 

Improvement Plan, the County will not be in a position to prioritize, design, or coordinate projects to 

address climate change in the project area. The public will ultimately benefit by a decrease in the 

frequency and severity of flooding. The public will also benefit from a more reliable and safe 

transportation network that accommodates all modes of transportation, including transit. 

 

COMMITTEE ACTION:  

 

Due to the nature and discussion of the item, this item is being presented to the full Board of 

Supervisors. 

 

FISCAL IMPACTS: 

 

Source of Funds 

 

General Fund:   None 

 

Non-General Fund:  $440,371.63 

 

Source of Funds:  $383,910.94 2022-2023 Sustainable Transportation Grant 
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    $56,460.69   Local Match (Road Funds) 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

Climate Adaptation Capital Improvement Plan 

 

 

 

 


