BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
— PROCLAMATION —

HONORING YUBA RIVER ENDOWMENT

WHEREAS, the Yuba River Endowment was established by Yuba County farmers as a
nonprofit organization dedicated to giving back to the residents of Yuba County through
charitable investments in education, food resources, veteran support, and other community
programs; and since its formation in 2019, the Endowment has contributed more than $1.3
million to improve the quality of life throughout the county; and

WHEREAS, the Yuba River Endowment Scholarships were created to support Yuba
County students and residents pursuing higher education and vocational training at colleges,
universities, and trade schools, and in 2026 the Endowment will award at least $100,000 in
scholarships ranging from $500 to $5,000 to help foster educational opportunity and workforce
development for future generations; and

WHEREAS, the Merle Collins Award honors the extraordinary legacy of Merle Collins,
whose vision, leadership, and dedication to agriculture and water development helped shape the
future of Yuba County through the advancement of irrigation systems, the development of local
water resources, and the creation of what is now known as Collins Lake, ensuring long-term
economic stability and prosperity for farmers and ranchers throughout the region; and

WHEREAS, the Roger Murray Award recognizes the remarkable life and service of
Roger Murray, whose lifelong commitment to agriculture, education, youth mentorship, water
infrastructure, and community service left a lasting impact on Wheatland and the greater Yuba-
Sutter area through his support of 4-H, Future Farmers of America, agricultural education, and
local water district development.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED the Yuba County Board of Supervisors
proudly recognize and commend the Yuba River Endowment for its outstanding commitment
to education, agriculture, and community enrichment, and extend sincere appreciation to all
those whose generosity and vision continue to create opportunities for Yuba County students and
residents to pursue their educational goals and strengthen the future of our community.
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