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RECOMMENDATION: 

 

The Department of Public Works recommends that the Board of Supervisors hold a public hearing and 

adopt the attached resolution approving the extension to continue gating Hammonton Road in the Yuba 

Goldfields pursuant to California Vehicle Code Section 21101.4. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

Hammonton Road meanders though the Goldfields on the south side of the Yuba River between 

Timbuctoo Road near Parks Bar Bridge and Hammonton-Smartsville Road, east of Marysville.  

Although, the road is not County maintained, it remains a public right-of-way as affirmed by the 

Superior Court of California in Case No. CV 99-0000265.   

 

Discouragingly, over the years scofflaws are frequenting the Goldfields using Hammonton Road, many 

from out of town.  The Goldfields have become overrun with vandals, litterers, and law-breakers, and 

law enforcement does not have adequate resources to continually monitor and enforce the situation.  

With the presence of heavy and frequent illicit activities, some are referring to the Goldfields as the 

“wild west.”  The average citizen no longer feels comfortable accessing the area, fearing for their safety. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

California Vehicle Code (CVC) prohibits the gating of County roads, except under certain 

circumstances.  CVC Section 21101.4 states that a local authority may, by ordinance or resolution, 

temporarily close to through traffic a highway under its jurisdiction when all the following conditions 

are, after a public hearing, found to exist: 
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- The local authority finds and determines, based upon the joint recommendation of the Sheriff’s 

Department and CHP, one of the following concerns exists along the portion of the highway 

recommended for closure: 

▪ Serious and continual criminal activity. 

▪ Serious and continual illegal dumping. 

- The highway is not designated as a through highway. 

- Vehicular or pedestrian traffic on the highway contributes to the concern described in paragraph (1). 

- The closure will not substantially adversely affect traffic flow, safety on the adjacent streets or in the 

surrounding neighborhoods, the operation of emergency vehicles, the performance of municipal or 

public utility services, or the delivery of freight by commercial vehicles in the area of the highway 

proposed to be closed. 

 

Under this code, a highway may be temporarily closed for not more than 18 months, except that this 

period may be extended for not more than eight additional consecutive periods of not more than 18 

months each if, prior to each of these extensions, the local authority holds a public hearing and finds that 

certain conditions exist. 

 

The Yuba County Sheriff, CHP, and California Department of Fish & Game staff are supportive of the 

continued road closure due to continual criminal activity and illegal dumping.  Keys to the gates have 

been provided to law enforcement and the fire department, as well as the residents. 

 

COMMITTEE ACTION: 

 

The Land Use & Public Works Committee was bypassed due to the urgency of the matter. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

General Fund:  None 

 

There is no direct impact associated with the approval of the recommended action. Existing gates and 

the installation were installed by Teichert who has significant land holdings in the Goldfields. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

Resolution 

 

 

 


