The County 0]p Yuba

Health and Human Services Department

TO: Board of Supervisors

FROM: Jennifer Vasquez, Director
John Corniel, Assistant Director
Health and Human Services Department

SUBJECT: Adopt Resolution authorizing the Director to apply to the State of California — Office
of Traffic Safety for the Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Program grant

DATE: April 28, 2026

NUMBER: 195/2026

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Board of Supervisors adopt the Resolution of the Board:

1. Authorizing the Health and Human Services Department (HHSD) Director to submit an application
to the State of California — Office of Traffic Safety for the Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Program
grant and execute documents required by the application; and

2. Authorizing the HHSD Director to enter into agreement with the State of California — Office of
Traffic Safety for the period of October 1, 2026 through September 30, 2027; execute, subject to
review and approval of County Counsel, all documents as required by the grant; execute
amendments, including but not limited to amendments for additional or lesser funding; and
accept, transfer and administer the grant funds and any subsequent funds awarded for the stated
period.

Background: The State of California — Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) has made grant funds available to
support pedestrian and bicycle safety measures. Pedestrian and bicycle safety remains an important
traffic safety issue in an ever-changing transportation landscape that accommodates all types of road
users. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, bicycle trips account for only 1% of
all trips in the United States. However, bicyclists account for 2-3% of people who are killed in a crash
involving a motor vehicle on our nation’s roads. According to the Governors Highway Safety
Association, pedestrian deaths have increased at a rate far faster than overall traffic fatalities with
pedestrian deaths rising 80% between 2009 and 2023 compared to a 13% rise in all other traffic
fatalities.

Discussion: Yuba County continues to experience pedestrian injuries and fatalities as a result of motor
vehicle incidents. In the most current rankings, from 2023, Yuba County was ranked the 2" highest
county in California for pedestrian involved crashes. That same year, there were 34 injured and 4
fatalities, as reported in the Transportation Injury Mapping System (TIMS) using the Statewide Integrated
Traffic Records System (SWITRS) data. Provisional data for 2024 and 2025 shows, respectively, that
there were 21injured and 4 fatalities, and 22 injured and no fatalities.
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Yuba County was ranked the 10™ highest out of all 58 counties in 2023 for bicycle crashes throughout
California. That year there were 20 injured in bicycle crashes and 2 fatalities, as reported in TIMS using
SWITRS data. Provisional data for 2024 and 2025 shows, respectively, there were 31 injured and no
fatalities, and 16 injured and no fatalities. In September 2025, a helmet surveillance assessment was
conducted for 3 hours in various locations throughout Yuba County in proximity to a park/school,
highway convergence, and highway egress. This assessment revealed that all 11 children observed were
wearing helmets (100%) and only 6 out of 24 adults were wearing helmets (25%). A separate assessment
conducted in June of 2025 showed 10 out of 21 children were wearing helmets (48%) and 39 out of 42
adults (93%) were not wearing helmets. These assessments indicate a large discrepancy in helmet
usage, and the importance of continued education among both young people and adults.

These findings underscore the need to educate and raise awareness on how to remain safe while
walking or biking through the community. To help promote bicycle and pedestrian safety, HHSD applied
for $85,910.41 in grant funds. If awarded, these funds will be used to provide pedestrian and bicycle
safety related activities such as providing education, conducting bicycle and walking safety activities,
participating in community events, conducting presentations, and distributing safety equipment. The
Communications and Engagement Team at HHSD is specialized in marketing and community outreach
to improve and promote pedestrian and bicycle safety throughout Yuba County.

Last year, HHSD provided 9 pedestrian and/or bicycle safety presentations, participated in 5 community
events reaching 408 people, and hosted 8 bicycle and pedestrian safety activities, i.e., bicycle safety
course for youth (Bicycle Rodeo), safe walking education for youth and adults (Walking Field Trip,
Walking School Bus). Throughout these events, HHSD distributed a total of 181 bike helmets, 481 bike
and jacket reflectors, 414 bike spoke lights, and 225 educational coloring books.

Committee Action: The Health and Safety Committee was by-passed due to the routine nature of this
request.

Fiscal Impact:
Budget

e Included in the FY 2026-27 Budget Appropriations
Total Projected Cost
e $85,910.41
Source of Funds
e Non-General Fund: $85,910.41 Federal Funding
o Federal Highway Safety Grant Funds through the State of California — Office of Traffic
Safety for the Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Program

Attachments:
195-2026 Resolution for Office of Traffic Safety - Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Program grant



