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Recommendation 

 

It is recommended that the Yuba County Board of Supervisors (Board) adopt a Resolution to certify the 

Final Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) for the County of Yuba Broadband Infrastructure 

Project (“Program”) (State Clearinghouse [SCH] No. 2025010569). 

Background/Discussion 

 

The purpose of the PEIR is to achieve compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) such that entities can take advantage of current and future funding for broadband infrastructure 

provision, expected to be available through the Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) 

Program, which provides funding to expand high-speed internet access by funding planning 

infrastructure deployment throughout the U.S.; the California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF), 

which provides leadership Statewide to close the “digital divide” by accelerating the deployment and 

adoption of broadband to unserved communities and populations; and the Federal Funding Account 

(FFA), which is administered by the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) for last-mile 

broadband infrastructure projects. 

Project Description 

 

The Program is proposed by Yuba County. If approved, the Program would allow for individual 

broadband projects to install fiber optic conduit either underground in buried conduits, overhead on pole 

lines, or in a combination of both. It is anticipated that the depth of excavation for buried conduits would 
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be up to 12 feet. Additionally, the height of the utility pole/tower would not exceed 150 feet. Broadband 

infrastructure would be installed to provide aboveground or underground lateral connections to private 

residences and businesses. Individual connections typically would be located in previously disturbed 

and/or developed areas (e.g., in County road rights-of-way [ROW] or public utility easements). The 

broadband infrastructure could follow other utility installations; therefore, it is likely that the ground 

along these alignments has been previously disturbed by prior utility work. Additionally, many of these 

connections would generally follow the route of the roadway, particularly if the applicable areas have 

other issues that could affect access, such as vegetation, geological, landscape, and/or water features that 

should not be disturbed. It is conservatively assumed that new ground disturbance would be required for 

the entire Program area; however, there would be potential for utilizing existing conduit where only 

installation of fiber optic line would be required. If deemed feasible, the new broadband infrastructure 

constructed under an individual broadband project would connect to existing infrastructure in the 

Program area supported by existing Internet Service Providers (ISPs). 

Per Section 15124 of the CEQA Guidelines, the County identified the following objectives for the 

Program: 

• provide upgradable and expandable high-speed broadband capacity in the service areas with 

minimum speeds of 25 megabits (Mbps) for downloads and 3 Mbps for uploads, which is labeled 

as “served” areas within California;  

• provide a wireless broadband network in unserved and underserved areas of Yuba County; 

• enable an increase in telecommuting, with a commensurate decrease in vehicle miles traveled 

(VMT); 

• streamline the environmental review process for individual broadband projects that are 

implemented in the county; 

• provide a reliable foundation of data and acceptable methodology to assess impacts for any 

specific broadband deployment project; 

• identify known environmental and cultural assets to be protected and/or restored with an 

approved set of preservation measures and/or mitigations; and 

• save time and money for both the County of Yuba and broadband project applicants, resulting in 

greater government and economic efficiencies, reducing the amount of County staff time 

required to review broadband projects and avoiding duplication of applicant costs. 

Environmental Review Process 

 

In accordance with Section 15082 of the CEQA Guidelines, the County issued a Notice of Preparation 

(NOP) for the Draft PEIR on January 21, 2025, and held one virtual public scoping meeting on Monday, 

February 3, 2025, via Zoom to receive agency and public comments. The NOP scoping period for the 
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Draft PEIR started on January 21, 2025, and ended on February 19, 2025, during which time responsible 

agencies and interested members of the public were invited to submit comments as to the scope and 

content of the Draft PEIR. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines sections 15023(c), and 15087(f), the State 

Clearinghouse in the Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation was responsible for 

distributing the document to State agencies, departments, boards and commissions for review and 

comment. The County followed required procedures with regard to distribution of the appropriate 

notices and environmental documents to the State Clearinghouse, which made the information available 

to interested agencies for review and comment.  

The Draft PEIR was available for review by the public and interested parties, agencies, and 

organizations for a 45-day comment period starting on August 1, 2025, and ending on September 15, 

2025. During the comment period, the public was invited to submit written comments on the Draft PEIR 

via mail or e-mail to the County. No comments were received on the Draft PEIR during the 45-day 

comment period. 

The Draft PEIR, in combination with the Initial Study prepared for the Program, evaluated the potential 

impacts to: Aesthetics, Agriculture and Forestry Resources, Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural 

Resources, Energy, Geology and Soils, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, 

Hydrology and Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Mineral Resources, Noise, Population and 

Housing, Public Services, Recreation, Transportation, Tribal Cultural Resources, Utilities and Service 

Systems, and Wildfire.  

Potentially significant impacts were identified for Aesthetics, Air Quality, Biological Resources, 

Cultural Resources, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Noise, Transportation, Tribal Cultural Resources, 

and Wildfire. The remaining resources (Agriculture and Forestry Resources, Energy, Geology and Soils, 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hydrology and Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Mineral Resources, 

Population and Housing, Public Services, Recreation, and Utilities and Services Systems) resulted in a 

less than significant impact or no impact.  

All identified potentially significant impacts that would occur as a result of Program implementation can 

be fully mitigated to a level of less than significant. A Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 

(MMRP) has been prepared for the Program pursuant to Section 21081.6 of the CEQA Guidelines and 

will be used by the County to track compliance with the identified mitigation measures. The MMRP is 

included as Appendix A of the Final PEIR. As no comments were received or significant environmental 

points raised during public review of the Draft PEIR, no revisions were required to the Draft PEIR. 

Therefore, the Final PEIR consists of the contents of the Draft PEIR and was issued February 2026. 

Committee Action  

 

This request for certification is being presented directly to the Yuba County Board of Supervisors.  

 

Fiscal Impact 

 

There is no cost to the County associated with the certification of the Final PEIR. 



 Page 4 

 

Attachments 

 

Attachment A – Final PEIR 

Attachment B – Resolution  

 


