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City of Wheatland: Mayor Angela Teeter, Vice Mayor Lisa McIntosh, Councilmember Brian
Abe, Councilmember John Abe, Councilmember Robert “Bob™ Coe, City Manager Bill Zenoni,
City Clerk Lisa Thomson

County of Yuba: Gary Bradford, Chair, Jon Messick, Vice Chair, Councilmember Andy
Vasquez, Jr., Councilmember Renick House, Councilmember Seth Fuhrer, Mary Pasillas, Clerk
to Board, Kevin Mallen, County Administrator

Re:  Wheatland Cemetery District -- Operational Impacts from Continued
Housing Developments

An Open Letter to the City of Wheatland and County of Yuba:

Our firm represents the Wheatland Cemetery District, and | serve as their general counsel.
The District, via the Board of Trustees is concerned that proper care is not being allocated to the
long-term viability of the District with the influx of new developments within and outside the City
of Wheatland’s sphere of influence. The District kindly requests and invites your opinion on the
matter. We strongly are in favor of the following solutions, but are open to other suggestions.

e Option 1: The City and the County enacts an ordinance allowing for
Public Cemetery Districts to establish a development impact fee for
future expansion of services to the newly built communities.

e Option 2: The City and the County require via the development
agreement phases of the residential community development
process that the District receive certain entitlements for local
approvals.

The Wheatland Cemetery District is a California Special District governed by Health &
Safety Code §9000. With an average revenue of under $250,000.00 and only 13 total acres of land
for burials, the District runs very lean and is susceptible to operational difficulties if the District’s
territory is suddenly inundated with housing developments. Wheatland’s boundary covers
Wheatland, Plumas, Camp Far West, Beale AFB, and much of the areas within those communities.
The attached Exhibit “A” shows a LAFCo developed map of the cemetery districts in Yuba
County. Note that Wheatland covers all of the south eastern portion of Yuba County from the east
side 70 to Plumas Lake. The gray areas are lands and communities without a local cemetery
district.

Though the District is still very capable of serving the current community, the community
has limited options for cemeteries. Wheatland is the only choice for many members that do not
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want to be overcharged by a private cemetery owned by an out of county corporate entity.
Wheatland is the community cemetery legally required to be run by the local community for the
benefit of the community as an affordable way to honor our veterans, first responders, and those
family members that have passed.

The attached chart (Exhibit “B”) shows the 2023 revenues of all Public Cemetery Districts
in Yuba County. The numbers are pulled from the California State Controller’s Office. As you can
see Wheatland Cemetery District is by far the most economically supported district. Upham
Cemetery District reported under $20,000 in revenue and the Marysville Cemetery is owned by
the City of Marysville and are thus not listed on the chart.

The Board of Trustees understands that the lands between the City of Wheatland and Camp
Far West Reservoir are rapidly growing with residential communities. With a planned fifteen
thousand housing unit build out, this will severely impact the District’s ability to service the current
and future communities. Many homes are slated for construction from Highway 65 west to Oakley
Lane. Further, about one hundred homes have already been constructed across Wheatland Road
from the cemetery. Not only will this impact Wheatland Cemetery District, but will impact every
cemetery district in the county as community growth spreads and density increases. The Board is
not asking for any commitment from this letter. However, we are asking for your attention, support,
and willingness to cooperate in helping establish long term operation funding for the District via
new housing developments.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter. Please feel free to reach out to
me at the contact information included with any comments, questions, or concerns. I am more than
happy to help out in any way that I can. I will also follow up at a later time.

Sincerely,
Brian Hughes ’%/4\@\

for BEST BEST & KRIEGER LLP
BH
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EXHIBIT "B"
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