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September 18, 2024

The Honorable Frank Kendall
Secretary

U.S. Department of the Air Force
1670 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20330-1670

Secretary Kendall,

As the host County for Beale Air Force Base in Northern California, we write to express our support for the Base
and its critical contributions to both our state’s economy and the important role that it plays in national
security. Given its proven track record, we strongly support the establishment of the first-ever Collaborative
Combat Aircraft (CCA) mission at this esteemed installation. The presence of the U.S. Air Force in Yuba County is
vital for our economy and has strong regional support.

We acknowledge that the evaluation process for these new missions is “pre-decisional.” However, we commend
the U.S. Air Force for exploring the potential of 5th and 6th generation fighters and CCAs to address the evolving
landscape of air warfare technology and future threats to American and allied interests in the Indo-Pacific.

Beale AFB offers immense strategic advantage for hosting the CCA mission. As the U-2 program winds down,
ample hangar space is available. Beale AFB has secure energy sources and multiple, reliable power supplies. Its
location with low humidity, minimal light encroachment, land area to expand as the demands of a CCA mission
require or change, and limited urban encroachment make Beale the perfect location for a CCA mission.

Additionally, California's strategic position as a gateway to the Indo-Pacific makes Beale AFB an ideal location for
addressing potential threats from the Indo-Pacific Theater. Furthermore, the existing Temporary Flying
Restriction (TFR) enhances the operational readiness of this facility and will facilitate a smooth transition from
the current U-2 mission to a CCA mission.

There is already a weapons load facility established at Beale that would support a new CCA mission, as well as
an established partnership with the Fallon Range Training Complex in nearby Nevada. Additionally, a new battle
management squadron is in the process of being stood up and integrated with Beale’s existing Common Mission
Control Center. This new squadron will harmonize the collection and delivery of persistent intelligence,
surveillance, and reconnaissance data to enhance the combat capabilities of both manned and unmanned
systems.




We urge the Department of the Air Force to consider Beale AFB for the placement of new CCA missions. The
integration of these advanced capabilities will not only leverage the existing infrastructure and strategic location
of Beale AFB but also reinforce our national defense posture in this critical region enabling rapid and direct
deployment of assets.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We look forward to your response and remain available for any
further discussions on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Don Blaser, Chairman
Yuba County Board of Supervisors

cc: Congressman Doug LaMaifa
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