CO u nty Of Yu ba District One~ Andy Vasquez

District Two ~ Don Blaser
District Three ~ Seth Fuhrer

Board Of Su pe rVI SO rS District Four ~ Gary Bradford

District Five ~ John Messick

September 10, 2024

The Honorable Stephen Berrier
Yuba County Superior Court
215 5th Street, Suite 200
Marysville, CA 95901

RE: Board of Supervisors Response to 2023-2024 Yuba County Grand Jury Findings

Dear Judge Berrier:

This letter is provided to you in response to findings made by Yuba County Grand Jury in their 2023-2024
Report. We appreciate the effort that was clearly made by the members of the 2023-2024 Grand Jury to
prepare the annual report and applaud their dedication to making Yuba County a better place to live, work, and
play. Please accept the following responses to the Grand Jury findings:

Topic: Staffing Losses Affect Operations at Yuba County Jail

Yuba County Jail Finding FI:
Repeated issues with sewer backups in the jails causing standing water and sewage.

Board of Supervisors Response:
The Board agrees partially with the finding and it should be noted that the maintenance and
retrofitting of plumbing has been ongoing for years.

The jail was originally constructed in 1962 and despite being remodeled in the early 1990's, the
plumbing is for the most part original. Unfortunately, inmates periodically sabotage the plumbing
systems with the intention of causing disruption. To minimize the actions of these individuals,
protocols and procedures in the jail are constantly monitored and best practices are utilized when
possible.

The Yuba County Jail has periodically had incidents where the sewer has backed up in a housing
unit. In each instance, the County has identified the cause as inmates flushing items such as clothing,
towels, food, plastic commissary bags and paper towels down their toilets. This has resulted in
$11,271.04 for plumbing services for necessary repairs just in fiscal year 2023-2024.

Correctional and maintenance staff have established a system for limited flushing per toilet to help
mitigate these clogged toilets. This process has significantly reduced the ability of inmates to flood
their cells/pods by flushing clothes, towels, and food.

The County has spent $146,057.03 over the last 4 fiscal years replacing plumbing at the Jail and will



continue into the future as we update our infrastructure.

Yuba County Jail Finding F2:

Grand Jury noted a few areas of the jail emanated odors that made a few of the Grand Jury members
touring the facility physically ill. The areas noted as having the strongest odors from the clothing/laundry
room, the medical hold cells, and the women's dorm-style cells (large).

Board of Supervisors Response:
Based on information received from the Sheriff’s Office, the Board partially disagrees with this finding.

Jail leadership accompanied the Grand Jury during their tour(s) and noted no strong odors. At no
time during any of the tour(s), did they receive any complaint(s) of odor or illness by a member of
the Grand Jury. Clarification from the affected Grand Jury members would assist in identifying the
cause. Three specific areas were noted and each is addressed below.

On adaily basis, all incarcerated individuals are provided with cleaning supplies to maintain the
cleanliness and sanitation of their housing units. This includes the medical holding cells and
women's housing units. Despite providing cleaning supplies and instruction, inmates do not always
comply with these rules. When encountered with non-compliant inmates, the inmate(s) are removed
from their housing unit and the area is cleaned and sanitized by inmate workers and/or staff.

The clothing/laundry area normally holds clean clothes that are distributed to inmates when needed.
Dirty laundry is seldom kept in the laundry room unless it is for a short period of time until it can be
taken to the washing room located in the basement. Jail staff utilizes approved industrial strength
chemicals to wash the inmate clothing. The product used is Chlorine Rinse HE, and the chemical name
is Sodium Hypochlorite Solution. It is a broad-spectrum disinfectant that is effective for the
disinfection of viruses, bacteria, fungi, and mycobacterium. Odors are minimal and use of such
products are necessary in maintaining sanitary conditions within the facility.

Yuba County Jail Finding F3:
The loss of the ICE contract has resulted in a marked staffing issue that could be contributing to some of
the previous findings.

Board of Supervisors Response:
The Board of Supervisors wholly disagrees with this finding.

In February 2023, the County lost its Federal contract with ICE, and the associated revenue, however
in August 2022, the County entered into a Federal contract with the US Marshal Service in anticipation
of losing the ICE contract to minimize the fiscal impact from these supplemental funding sources.
The primary source of revenue to operate the Yuba County Jail is the County’s discretionary fund
simply called the General Fund. General Fund revenue is derived from local taxes, primarily
property and sales tax. The Board of Supervisors have proactively worked with the Sherift’s
Department to ensure that there is adequate General Fund available for Sheriff Department
operations, including the jail. The General Funds utilized by the Sheriff’s Department in 2023-2024
were $25,344,347. In comparison, the General Funds for fiscal year 2020-2021 were $20,397,820
and General Funds budgeted for the Sheriff’s Department for fiscal year 2024-2025 are $30,766,548.
This investment in local revenue into Sheriff Department operations represents the single largest
investment in a County Department of local taxes received by the County.



Topic: Yuba County Sheriff's K-9 Unit- Keeping Yuba County Safe

Finding F1:

Patrol dogs in Yuba County provide an essential service to the citizens as well as the deputies. The K-9s are
an important deterrent to potentially violent situations. They are a valuable resource that provides a
positive bridge between the community and the Sheriff’s Department.

Board of Supervisors Response:
The Board wholly agrees with this finding.

Finding F2:
The financial impact of the dogs on the county is minimal when compared to the service they provide.

Board of Supervisors Response:
The Board wholly agrees with this finding.

Finding F3:
There is currently no trained drug dog to assist with contraband in the jail and community services.

Board of Supervisors Response:
The Board partially disagrees with this finding.

In March of 2024 Correctional Officer Jesse Saldana joined the Yuba County Sheriff's Office K9 Unit
with his partner, K9 Ghost, a Labrador retriever trained to detect narcotics and contraband in
the jail facility.

In fiscal year 2024-2025 there is a planned and budgeted K9 to be added to the Probation

Department to further expand the County’s K9 capabilities and the County will continue to look for
K9 opportunities in the future.

Sincerely,

Don Blaser
Chair



