The County (yp Yuba

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

TO: Board of Supervisors
FROM: Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, Mary Pasillas
SUBJECT: Clerk of the Board of Supervisors: Give direction in order to expedite appointments

of Directors to fill vacancies on District 10/Hallwood Community Services District
per Government Code section 1780(h), either by appointment or by a special
election, to provide the district with a quorum.

DATE: May 23, 2023
NUMBER: 260/2023
Recommendation

Give direction in order to expedite appointments of Directors to fill vacancies on District 10/Hallwood
Community Services District per Government Code section 1780(h), either by appointment or by a
special election, to provide the district with a quorum.

Background
District 10/Hallwood Community Services is governed by a five (5) person Board of Directors which

are elected by the voters. As of April 27, 2023, the Yuba County Elections Office indicates there is
currently one (1) Director who is serving an elected four-year term Director Joe Serger. Therefore
leaving four vacant seats on the Board, two (2) of which were previously occupied by Directors
Harrison and Damon. Per California Government Code §1302, However, “every officer whose term has
expired shall continue to discharge the duties of his office until his successor has qualified.”

As such, Directors Harrison and Damon are continuing to serve on the board per People ex rel. Sweet at
239 “[A] vacancy arises upon the expiration of his term; but, notwithstanding, the law, for the public
convenience, empowers him to continue to occupy his office, but one so holding over acquires no right
to a new, fixed, and definite term. He is a makeshift merely, locum tenens, temporarily filling a public
office which it is inexpedient to permit to stand without an incumbent.”

Discussion

Per Government Code §1780 provides the methods by which a vacancy on the Board of Directors of a
Special District can be filled. When there is less than a quorum of the Board of a Special District, the
Board of Supervisors may appoint a sufficient number of members to the District Board to constitute a
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quorum, in lieu of an election. This includes a period of posting the vacancy and inviting applications.
Those applications can then be brought to the Board of Supervisors for consideration and appointment.
The Board may also opt to call a Special Election to fill the required vacancies.

Committee Action: None required

Fiscal Impact: No funding commitment, administrative only, staff time only

Attachments: None



