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Resolution 2021-342

Resolution Approving the Bryn Mawr Meadows Park Concept Plan Within the North
Service Area

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
parks and lakes;

Whereas, The MPRB owns and operates Bryn Mawr Meadows Park (Park) within the North
Service Area;

Whereas, On February 6, 2019, the MPRB adopted its comprehensive North Service Area
Master Plan (NSAMP) which guides capital improvements and other improvements for MPRB
facilities for parkland in the North Service Area including a significant reconstruction and
revitalization project at the Park;

Whereas, The MPRB, through its Capital Improvement Program process, has approved and
assigned funding specific to the Park for the purposes of constructing elements of the NSAMP
within the Park;

Whereas, The MPRB Design Team, along with community members and collaborators at the
City of Minneapolis and the Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission gathered
opinions and expertise to develop and agree upon a recommended Concept Plan for the Park;

Whereas,The recommended Concept Plan is aligned with the NSAMP recommendations, MPRB
approved Capital Improvement Program, and City of Minneapolis and Bassett Creek Watershed
Management Commission expectations; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate," "Dynamic parks
shape city character and meet diverse community needs," and "A safe place to play, celebrate,
contemplate and recreate;"

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves the Bryn Mawr Meadows Park Concept
Plan within the North Service Area; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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November 17, 2021DATE:

Resolution Approving the Bryn Mawr Meadows Park Concept Plan Within the North
Service Area

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This resolution approves the Bryn Mawr Meadows Concept Plan (Attachment A ) within the
North Service Area.

The park has sat unimproved for several years while trail and amenity conditions continued to
degrade with little more than basic upkeep or improvement. This project follows on the heels of
the North Service Area Master Plan (NSAMP) that guides all neighborhood park development in
North Minneapolis, including this park. The NSAMP is a highly community engaged plan that
represents a wide spectrum of community members and users of the park. The NSAMP lays out all
the elements to be incorporated into future implementation projects, such as this one. The
Concept Plan to be considered by the Board of Commissioners is aligned with the NSAMP.

Bryn Mawr Meadows Park is beloved by its neighbors as well as the several sports leagues,
cyclists, walkers, adventurers, and other visitors who use the park to recreate and enjoy the
outdoors. It attracts people from across the street as well as from across the metro area due to its
unique size and athletic field amenities. The park project is funded by a handful of sources, noted
below, that will allow implementation of a large portion of NSAMP's recommendations. These
improvements make up the phase one portion of the Concept Plan.

The Concept

The Concept Plan includes the installation of a water quality project featuring two large
stormwater ponds near the northern edge of the existing parking lot off Laurel Avenue West. This
stormwater project is being lead and paid for by the Bassett Creek Watershed Management
Commission and is a product of several years of collaboration between the MPRB, the Watershed,
and the City of Minneapolis. The park project and the stormwater project will be implemented as
a single project with funding derived from various sources, making the implementation process
more efficient and less disruptive to park users.

A mainstay of the park is the idea of breaking up the existing large areas of mowed turfgrass with
native plant materials. The Concept Plan recommends a wide native landscape "greenway" that
runs from north to south along the Luce Line Trail and the water quality ponds, a nature discovery
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trail, the park entry drive, parking lots, the broomball meadow, and to the southern trail corridor.
The native landscape greenway significantly increases biodiversity with the park; increases habitat
for insects, pollinators, small mammals, and birds; filters stormwater from paved surfaces;
captures and stores carbon through sequestration; reduces regular mowing and use of fossil fuels;
and is aligned with the changing aesthetic consistently requested by park users parkgoers and as
recommended in our master plans.

Other recommendations within the Concept Plan include the reconstruction of several athletic
fields, trails, play area, splash pad, picnic shelters, park building, basketball court, broomball and
open skate meadow, batting and cricket bowling cages, one-mile trail loop and fitness space,
parking lots, bike park, and open free field spaces.

The Concept Plan's illustrative packet ( Attachment A ) includes a full build-out illustration, a first
phase illustration for elements proposed to be constructed with available funding, and three-
character sheets displaying representative images of elements suggested for phase one. The
representative images are keyed to certain locations on the phase one illustration.

The Park's thirteen ball diamonds are reduced to six as recommended in the NSAMP. The six new
diamonds are spaced more appropriately and set within large open field spaces where two of the
six share turf area with soccer fields or cricket fields. Two of the ball diamonds are premier fields
that are lit and fully fenced. The other ball diamonds are not lit and only have backstop fencing. A
set of batting cages is incorporated with one of the premier fields. There is space for one adult
sized and two youth sized soccer fields. There are two cricket fields, the northern field is full size,
and the southern field is slightly smaller. The cricket experience will be improved by expanding the
size and playability of the fields.

Just to the south of the ponds is space for an open free field that anyone can use without the need
for reservation. It is a space welcoming to all people who wish to use an open field for small
neighborhood family sports practices or impromptu gatherings in a safe setting.

Several of the trails are proposed to be improved, including better access throughout the park and
through the park from the neighborhood to the proposed LRT stations to the east and south of the
park. This park will be a conduit for commuters coming from the neighborhoods to the north and
west of the park to and from the LRT stations. It will be important to make clear and safe
connections. Over 1,500 lineal feet of degraded gravel trail has been preemptively paved by
project partners to help with this access.

A new play area is proposed near the existing play area and made accessible using modern
materials and equipment meeting current safety standards. Nature play and nature-themed
equipment and experiences have been requested during the community engagement process.
This play area as well as the nature discovery trail allow for interactions with a nature-inspired
design.
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Near the play area are the splash pad and a picnic shelter. Clustering these active spaces allows for
multiple nearby activities for children and their caregivers who want to spend a few minutes to a
few hours enjoying the park.

A larger picnic shelter is proposed near the main parking area and within an open field area. It will
be near the parking area to discourage vehicles driving through the park to access it. Also near the
main parking area is a space for a future park building. As noted in the NSAMP, the future park
building project will be accomplished with support of the neighborhood. Siting the building now is
allows for the organization of new elements that do not limit the proposed building and to plan for
the added stormwater that will be required due to hardcover from the proposed building.

The basketball court is proposed to be constructed in a new location that is more central to the
active park spaces and near the main parking lot. It is separated from but still proximate to the
play areas. Court striping may accommodate other court sports.
This park project will create a new approach to broomball and the operation of the space it sits on.
Instead of siting the broomball and open skating ice surface over an athletic field as is currently
done, the ice surface will be spread over an open flat meadow with a slight earthen berm
surrounding it. The broomball meadow is accomplished by reorganizing the athletic fields and the
reduction of ball diamonds from thirteen to six. The design team was able to utilize the changing
trends in field types from diamonds, which are not complimentary to overlapping uses, to field
sports like cricket and soccer, which are complimentary. Open skating will also be incorporated. In
the summer the rink area will be an open natural meadow planted with species capable of
regenerating after yearly late fall mowing and sustaining regrowth in frozen conditions. The
meadow is intended to support insect, bee, and bird habitat.

A one-mile trail loop and adult fitness space is included in the concept. Users will be able to track
their runs and walks around the trail loop using marked distances and stop at stations to use
fitness equipment. The fitness equipment is proposed to be focused on simplicity and minimal
maintenance. Spaces would accommodate pull-up bars, box jumps, open soft stretching and yoga
space, battle ropes, tire flips, balance beams, crunch benches, dip bars and other possibilities.

Both parking lots will utilize modern stormwater BMPs to minimize environmental impacts, but
also to create a softer more attractive place. Parking surfaces may be permeable and drain to
filtration areas prior to entering the stormwater sewer system and Bassett Creek. Parking stalls
will be limited to ninety-nine, which is a 20% reduction from the current parking space count. The
parking lots are split and push further into the site and closer to the athletic fields. Most visitors
that come to the park by personal vehicle are athletic field users. Providing parking nearer the
fields means less vehicles congesting neighborhood streets and less visual and noise impacts to
the neighborhood when league players congregate before or after a game. Though the parking lot
capacity will decrease based upon direction from the Board, there is no assumption that parking
needs will immediately decrease. It will take time for players living outside the neighborhood or
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even the city who drive to the park to take the initiative to carpool or take transit options to their
games.

The bike skills equipment currently sitting atop the tennis courts will be moved to the
northeastern area of the park and incorporated with other bike park features. The term bike park
encompasses several features or activities related to bicycling off-road for all abilities and all ages
from toddlers to seniors. This includes bike skills features, pump tracks, jump lines, and natural
surface trails. The proposed location is highly suitable for this aspiring play and skill building
activity. It is located directly adjacent to the Luce Line Regional Trail between the Cedar Lake Trial
and the paved and natural surface trails at Theodore Wirth Regional Park. The existing modular
equipment can be re-installed within the woodsy landscape which provides softer edges and more
attractive spaces over the harsh, paved, and fenced tennis court. Bike parks provide opportunities
for young kids to develop bike handling skills and bike confidence necessary to push them to ride
their bikes to school, work, or for pleasure. Just as playgrounds are learning spaces for social and
physical development, so are bike parks, and they build cycling advocacy/love that may reduce
reliance on motor vehicle use as they reach driving age.

Phasing
Not everything noted in the concept plan graphics or noted in the narrative above is able to be
constructed with the current funding allocation. Future allocations will be necessary to build out
future phases.

The design team worked with MPRB and project partner staff and members of the community to
develop a first phase of improvements.

Phase One improvements are situated so that existing ball diamonds and field spaces are still
usable until future phases are implemented. Though the existing cricket field will remain in place
until a future phase, the ball diamond, backstop, benches, and paved trail currently encroaching
over its field space will be removed.

Community Engagement

During Summer 2021 the design team hosted three in-person public open houses at the park and
three surveys, including digital whiteboards for posting comments online. The first open house
was held on July 27 at 6:00 p.m. Visitors were able to speak with design team members as well as
staff from the City of Minneapolis and the Watershed Commission. The goal of the meeting was to
gain an idea of the priorities the public wants to see implemented with the funding available in the
first phase. The second open house was held on September 7 at 6:00 p.m. Two concepts were
presented to the visitors and notes were made on which elements of each were preferred. An
online whiteboard was incorporated to allow participants that were unable to attend the meeting
to comment on the concepts. The third open house meeting was held twice within the park on
Tuesday, October 5 at 5:00 p.m. and Saturday, October 9 at 9:00 a.m. to allow as many
opportunities as possible for evening park visitors and weekend visitors to comment on the draft
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preferred concept. The design team took the info from the previous meetings and created a single
concept which attempted to incorporate all desired elements and material characteristics desired
by the public. This meeting was again paired with a digital whiteboard for those who may not have
attended the open houses.

Attendees of the meetings generally were from the Bryn Mawr and Harrison neighborhoods,
however several attendees joined for at least one meeting from the athletic leagues that use the
fields as well as proponents of the bike park.

The remaining concern noted by participants in the months-long discussions include insufficient
parking within the park and subsequent additional parking within the neighborhood. Neighbors
noted league players will still drive to the park regardless of on-site parking capacity. The concern
is not just for added neighborhood congestion, but other safety, traffic speed, and noise related
concerns resulting from that added congestion. The 20% reduction is parking spaces is aligned
with the NSAMP amended recommendation.

The resulting Concept Plan is a design that considers several project partners' needs, MPRB
operational requirements, and the desires of the community near and far from the park. It is
aligned with the NSAMP master plan for the park and the project budget. It is an achievable and
constructable design.

FUNDING
$3,749,191.00Sources

$2019 Play Area Improvements 291,900.00
$2021Neighborhood Capital Levy 551,000.00
$2021 NPP20 1,189,000.00
$2022 Neighborhood Capital Levy 372,000.00
$2022 NPP20 1,333,000.00
$2022 Park Dedication 12,291.00

$537,950.00Uses
$SRF Consulting Group, Inc Contract 372,950.00
$Survey,Geotechnical 75,000.00

Project Management, Community Engagement,
Administration $ 90,000.00

$3,211,241.00Balance Remaining for Construction

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of the Bryn Mawr Meadows Park Concept Plan within the North
Service Area.
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