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Resolution 2021-340

Resolution Placing into Nomination the Name "Midtown Park" for the Minneapolis Park
and Recreation Board Property Known as the Cepro Site, and Initiating the Formal Park

Naming Process as Required Under Policy

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was established by an Act of the
State Legislature in 1883 and has the authority to acquire, improve, operate, and name park
properties;

Whereas, In January of 2019 MPRB acquired the property known as the Cepro Site (Park) from
Hennepin County with some existing improvements in place;

Whereas, The Park has no official name as adopted by MPRB;

Whereas, MPRB policy sets forth a process for naming or renaming a park, which begins with
the submission of a single name into nomination and continues with a series of public hearings
and eventual action by the Board of Commissioners;

Whereas, In order to achieve a recommendation on a single name, MPRB staff consulted with
the community by soliciting ideas for names, then presented these names to the Board of
Commissioners in a discussion on May 19, 2021;

Whereas, In the course of that community engagement and the discussion with the Board of
Commissioners, staff has heard that the name "Midtown Park" is an appropriate and desired
name for the Park; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs";

RESOLVED, That the Board place into nomination the name "Midtown Park" for the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board property known as the Cepro Site;

RESOLVED, That the Board direct staff to initiate the formal park naming process as required
under policy; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Michael Schroeder,FROM:

November 17, 2021DATE:

Resolution Placing into Nomination the Name "Midtown Park" for the Minneapolis Park
and Recreation Board Property Known as the Cepro Site, and Initiating the Formal Park
Naming Process as Required Under Policy

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This action would constitute an official name nomination for the Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board (MPRB) park known as the Cepro site. It would also initiate the process for
naming this park site, as described in MPRB policy documents.

This is a new step in the process for naming a park. Historically, single names were most often
proposed or nominated by the public, Commissioners, and organizations. The MPRB Naming
Policy is written on the assumption that only one name will be brought forward, thereby
initiating a naming process. However, as MPRB acquires new parks, many names are often
brought forward at once through community engagement, making the stated naming
procedure difficult to follow. The process proposed by MPRB staff is to bring forward a single
name so that it becomes a nomination by the Board of Commissioners itself, then continue
through the remainder of the process as described in the naming policy.

Prior to this action, MPRB staff consulted with the community through an on-line survey that
was available for two years. That survey was meant to generate name ideas and also determine
the most consistently preferred names. MPRB staff compiled these results and presented them
to the Board of Commissioners on May 19, 2021. Based on that feedback, this action considers
initiating a process for naming the Cepro site "Midtown Park."

This is not an action to rename the park —only to put this name into consideration and to follow
the next required steps in the naming policy. The Board of Commissioners could authorize this
action and later decide against this name. The naming process would then start over again.

Site Overview
The Cepro site is a 1.65-acre park acquired in January of 2019 from Hennepin County. It is
located in the Midtown Phillips neighborhood and is immediately adjacent to the Midtown
Greenway, which was recently designated a regional trail corridor. Hennepin County had made
some improvements to the site prior to its transfer to MPRB, including trails, seating areas, and
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landscaping. MPRB intends to make additional improvements in 2021 and 2022 according to
the park's adopted master plan, including a community garden space, water service, additional
trails, and possibly a community activity stage. The name Cepro refers to the grain elevator
that formerly occupied the site.

Summary of Engagement and Name Options
In February 2019, shortly after acquisition of the park, MPRB staff initiated and promoted an
on-line survey designed to solicit name ideas for the park. The survey remained open until April
2021 and generated 230 responses. A general summary of the responses follows:

Midtown Park (or very similar): 21references (9% of all responses)
Greenway Park (or very similar): 18 references (8%)
Names referencing the singer Prince: 13 (5%)
Names referencing Cepro or grain in some way: 10 (4%)
Names in languages other than English: 7 (3%).

At the May 19, 2021, discussion among Commissioners, there was general interest in selecting a
name that referenced PLACE rather than a PERSON. This was echoed in the community survey,
as well. Furthermore, there was interest in a name that would help people locate the park, so
one referencing the area geography was generally preferred.

This nomination is for "Midtown Park" because Midtown was the most prominent name among
survey respondents and because the park sits in the Midtown Phillips neighborhood.
"Greenway," by contrast, is a reference to another park site —one that spans the city—and staff
has concerns that this will cause confusion with the Midtown Greenway, which is most often
referred to as "The Greenway."

Following the Naming Policy and Next Steps
According to MPRB's Naming Policy, a naming process must begin with a name nomination.
That is what this action seeks to do: establish a single, Commissioner-nominated name that can
then work its way through the process. Should the Board of Commissioners choose NOT to
adopt this action, staff would request direction on how to proceed. Commissioners may, of
course, amend this action and choose a different name.

Upon adoption of this action, staff will initiate the naming process, which includes the following
steps:

Submission of the approved nomination to various MPRB staff and several
neighborhood organizations
Two public hearings with certain Commissioner attendance requirements
A vote by the Board of Commissioners on the proposed name
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RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board place into nomination the name "Midtown Park" for the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board property known as the Cepro Site. Staff further
recommends that the Board direct initiation of the formal park naming process as required
under policy.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks and shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.

Goal:
Goal:

Parks shape an evolving city.
Focused land management supports current and future generations.

HISTORY:

11/03/21 Administration & Finance Committee ADOPTED

Approved on a Roll Call Vote.

Prepared By: Adam Arvidson, Manager of Public Engagement & Citywide Planning, Strategic
Planning
Review:
Cindy Anderson
Adam Arvidson
Michael Schroeder Completed
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Al Bangoura Completed
Administration & Finance Committee

Completed 10/20/2021 5:37 PM
Completed 10/22/20218:50 AM

10/24/202110:08 PM
10/26/20218:21AM

10/26/20219:00 AM
Completed

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending
11/03/20215:40 PM
11/17/20215:00 PM
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