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Resolution 2021-326

Resolution Authorizing Creation of a Memorandum of Understanding Between Masjid
Salaam Cultural Center and Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Relating to Land

Swap Use or Disposition of Parkland in the Vicinity of St. Anthony Parkway and Central
Avenue NE

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities;

Whereas, The MPRB owns and operates regional parkland known as St. Anthony Regional Park,
including St. Anthony Parkway, which parkland is guided by the St. Anthony Regional Park
Master Plan (Master Plan), dated September 2006 and adopted by the Board of Commissioners
on August 16, 2006;

Whereas, Masjid Salaam Cultural Center is located at 3141 Central Avenue NE, which property
is located adjacent to St. Anthony Parkway and which property exists without parking sufficient
to serve the current use of the building;

Whereas, Masjid Salaam Cultural Center has stated publicly and before the Board of
Commissioners that the lack of parking and |safe drop off area for children and elderly serving)
its building poses severe safety concerns for its congregation and visitors;

Commented [1]: added

Whereas, Masjid Salaam Cultural Center has requested that the MPRB allow the use of
parkland adjacent to its property (Subject Parkland) for parking to serve its building or that the
MPRB sell the Subject Parkland to Masjid Salaam Cultural Center for the purposes of creating
parking to serve its building;

Whereas, The Subject Parkland is designated in the Master Plan for public art, seating, and
landscaping;

Whereas, Any change in the Master Plan as well as a disposition of the Subject Parkland
requires an amendment to the Master Plan, the results of which cannot be presumed or
predetermined;

Whereas. MPRB Master Plan outlines inequities with park gaps especially in the more diverse
and residential areas of North Minneapolis;

Whereas, land swap of MPRB Subject Parkland to similar sized lots in Master Plan outlined park
gaps areas in North Minneapolis serves interests of MPRB's goal-3 of providing core services
with care in respect to racial equity in capital investment;
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Whereas, Any change in the Master Plan as well as a disposition of the Subject Parkland
requires an amendment to the Master Plan, the results of which cannot be presumed or
predetermined;

Whereas, The process of pursuing an amendment to the Master Plan and any subsequent and
related actions required of staff, consultants, and legal counsel are not budgeted, and would
have costs in excess of $50,000 and an indeterminant timeline;

Whereas, A Memorandum of Understanding would frame the key points of a process for
considering the future swap of land e^the Subject Parkland and the obligations of each party
relative to costs of studying and preparing an amendment to the Master Plan and any related
and subsequent actions;

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs;"

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorizes creation of a Memorandum of
Understanding between Masjid Salaam Cultural Center and Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board relating to land swap use or disposition of parkland in the vicinity of St. Anthony Parkway
and Central Avenue NE;

RESOLVED; That the Board of Commissioners directs staff to prepare and submit to the Board of
Commissioners such Memorandum of Understanding for consideration on or before its regular
meeting on August 18 2021April 3, 2019; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Planning CommitteeTO:

Jennifer Ringold, Deputy SuperintendentFROM:

October 6, 2021DATE:

Resolution Authorizing Creation of a Memorandum of Understanding Between Masjid
Salaam Cultural Center and Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Relating to Land
Swap Use or Disposition of Parkland in the Vicinity of St. Anthony Parkway and Central
Avenue NE

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

Chair Meyer asked for the previous amendment submitted by Commissioner French on August
30, 2021be included on the Planning Committee agenda [ Attachment A ).

RECOMMENDATION

Resolution submitted on behalf of Commissioner Meyer.

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment A - Com Meyer Email advancing Resolution from Com French Re Land Swap (PDF)

Prepared By: Jennifer Ringold, Deputy Superintendent, Support Services Group
Review:
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Al Bangoura Completed
Planning Committee Pending

10/01/2021 3:28 PM
10/01/2021 3:28 PM

10/01/2021 5:46 PM
10/06/2021 5:50 PM
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