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Resolution 2021-315

Resolution Approving COVID-19 Testing and Proof of Vaccination Policy to be
Implemented in Alignment with the City of Minneapolis

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board ("MPRB") is the steward of the
Minneapolis Park System and provides park and recreation programs and services to
Minneapolis residents and visitors;

Whereas, Parks and recreation are recognized nation-wide as a critical service during the
COVID-19 global health pandemic;

Whereas, The MPRB has and continues to provide park and recreation facilities, services and
programs to improve the quality of life for Minneapolis residents and visitors during the COVID-
19 global health pandemic;

Whereas, State and local health authorities, including the leadership of the Minneapolis Health
Department, report recent and significant increases in COVID-19 infection rates due to the
now-dominant Delta Variant COVID virus;

Whereas, Public health experts have determined that COVID-19 vaccines are effective at
helping protect against severe disease and death of the virus that causes COVID-19, including
the Delta variant;

Whereas, Public health experts also recognize that testing continues to be an important tool for
keeping COVID-19 from spreading;

Whereas, On July 1, 2021 the Mayor and City Council of the City of Minneapolis, in accordance
with the provisions of Section 128.50 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances, extended the
Declaration of Local Public Health Emergency in response to the COVID-19 global health
pandemic which was ratified pursuant to Resolution No. 2020R-075, to remain in force and
effect in the City of Minneapolis through September 30, 2021;

Whereas, On August 23, 2021, the Mayor and City Council extended the Declaration of Local
Public Health Emergency in response to the COVID-19 global health pandemic to remain in
force and effect in the City of Minneapolis through November 7, 2021;

Whereas, On September 9, 2021, the City of Minneapolis enacted a COVID-19 Testing and Proof
of Vaccination Policy to protect City employees and the public from the direct threat resulting
from the spread of COVID-19 in the workplace, by requiring regular testing for COVID-19
infection for all City of Minneapolis covered persons, encouraging vaccinations, and permitting
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City of Minneapolis covered persons to opt out of mandatory testing by providing proof of full
vaccination;

Whereas, Similar to City of Minneapolis, the MPRB's employees continue to provide critical
services during this emergency and we must protect these workers from infection;

Whereas, The MPRB seeks to be aligned with the City of Minneapolis in incentivizing
vaccination within its workforce as a means of addressing and combating the COVID-19 public
health emergency;

Whereas, The MPRB seeks to also be aligned in respect to a COVID-19 Testing and Proof of
Vaccination Policy; and

Whereas, This resolution is consistent with the Safety Value "work safely to support a thriving
work environment and an outstanding park experience for visitors" of the 2007-2020
Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board Comprehensive Plan;

Resolved, That the Board of Commissioners approve a COVID-19 Testing and Proof of
Vaccination Policy to be implemented in alignment with the City of Minneapolis;

Resolved, That the Superintendent is hereby also directed to monitor the requirements set
forth in this resolution, and to take such further actions as deemed necessary or advisable to
protect the health and safety of MPRB employees and individuals performing services for the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, including designing implementation in phases so as to
prioritize those areas presenting the greatest risk of exposure; and

Resolved, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take all
necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Administration & Finance CommitteeTO:

Jennifer Ringold, Deputy SuperintendentFROM:

October 6, 2021DATE:

Resolution Approving COVID-19 Testing and Proof of Vaccination Policy to be
Implemented in Alignment with the City of Minneapolis

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This action considers approving a COVID-19 Testing and Proof of Vaccination Policy to be implemented
in alignment with the City of Minneapolis for the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB)
( Attachment A). Additionally, if approved, it directs the Superintendent to monitor the requirements set
forth in this resolution and to take such further actions as deemed necessary or advisable to protect the
health and safety of MPRB employees and individuals performing services for the MPRB, including
designing implementation in phases so as to prioritize those areas presenting the greatest risk of
exposure.

MPRB employees have been providing critical services to Minneapolis residents throughout the COVID-

19 global health pandemic and this is expected to continue into the foreseeable future. Public health
professionals have determined that COVID-19 vaccines are effective at helping protect against severe
disease and death of the virus that causes COVID-19, including the Delta variant, and testing continues
to be an important tool in keeping COVID-19 from spreading.

The State of Minnesota and City of Minneapolis have already established proof of vaccination and
testing policies for COVID-19 to enhance the protection of their workforces during the pandemic. This
resolution proposes aligning the MPRB's policy with the City of Minneapolis and allows a phased
approach for implementation.

If approved in committee, Commissioners may request that this item advance to the Regular meeting
agenda on 9/29/2021.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval a COVID-19 Testing and Proof of Vaccination Policy to be implemented in
alignment with the City of Minneapolis.

This action is supported by the following value statement in the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan.

Safety: Work safely to support a thriving work environment and an outstanding park
experience for visitors
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ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment A: COVID-19 Testing and Proof of Vaccination Policy MPRB (PDF)

Prepared By: Jennifer Ringold, Deputy Superintendent, Support Services Group
Review:
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Al Bangoura Completed
Administration & Finance Committee
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

09/21/202112:47 PM
09/21/20211:00 PM

09/21/2021 2:25 PM
Pending 09/29/20216:50 PM
Pending 10/06/20215:00 PM
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