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Resolution 2021-314

Second and Final Reading of Resolution Amending Chapter 9, Section 52 of the
Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board Code of Ordinances Relating to Parkway Speed

Limit and Establishing a Speed Limit of 20 Miles Per Hour

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the Minneapolis
Park System;

Whereas, The 2021 Minnesota Legislature during its first special session approved legislation in
the form of a special law permitting the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board to reduce
speed limits on parkways under its jurisdiction;

Whereas, Minnesota Statutes §645.021, subdivisions 2 and 3, requires local governmental units
to grant approval to such special laws;

Whereas, The Board of Commissioners is the local governmental unit with authority for
accepting the provisions of the special law related to reduced speeds on Minneapolis parkways;

Whereas, The Board of Commissioners approved Resolution 2021-299 granting its local
approval to Laws of Minnesota 2021, Chapter 5, Article 4, Section 127, pursuant to Minnesota
Statutes §645.021, subdivisions 2 and 3 related to a reduction in parkway limits;

Whereas, MPRB staff filed a Certificate of Approval of Special Law by Governing Body with the
Minnesota Secretary of State;

Whereas, Following the filing of the Certificate with the Minnesota Secretary of State, the
MPRB may begin a process of establishing a reduced speed limit on Minneapolis parkways
through an ordinance amendment process;

Whereas, The Board of Commissioners believe a speed limit for parkways should be aligned
with the speed limit established by the City of Minneapolis for local streets; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs;"

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners amends Chapter 9, Section 52 of the Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board Code of Ordinances as follows:

No vehicle shall be driven at more than thirty (30) twenty (20) miles per hour on any parkway or
highway on which a different speed has not been established by the commissioner of highways.
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On any parkway where a different speed zone has been so established, and signs have been
posted calling attention to such zone, no vehicle shall be driven at a speed greater than that
indicated on such signs.; and

RESOLVED,That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Administration & Finance CommitteeTO:

Michael Schroeder,FROM:

November 3, 2021DATE:

Second and Final Reading of Resolution Amending Chapter 9, Section 52 of the
Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board Code of Ordinances Relating to Parkway Speed
Limit and Establishing a Speed Limit of 20 Miles Per Hour

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This action considers an amendment to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB)
Code of Ordinances,Chapter 9, Section 52 -Speed Limit.

The proposed amendment would lower the speed limit from the current thirty (30) miles per
hour to twenty (20) miles per hour.

The Board of Commissioners made speed reduction on parkways a part of its 2021 legislative
agenda. The Minnesota Legislature passed and the Governor signed Laws of Minnesota 2021,
Chapter 5, Article 4, Section 127, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes §645.021, subdivisions 2 and
3 related to a reduction in parkway limits. The special law allows the MPRB to take action to
reduce the speed limit on parkways, beginning with Resolution 2021-299 wherein the Board of
Commissioners granted its local approval to the special law. A certificate granting local approval
to the special law was submitted to the Secretary of State and now the Board of Commissioners
can begin the process of enacting changes to its ordinance relating to the speed limit on
parkways through a public hearing followed by two readings of the proposed ordinance
amendment.

The City of Minneapolis recently modified the speed limit on local streets to be 20 miles per
hour. As parkways are local streets intended as recreational routes, it is prudent that the
current speed limit on parkways match the speed limit for local streets in Minneapolis. With
approval of the amendment, staff will work with Department of Public Works staff to change
approximately 175 to 225 speed limit signs on Minneapolis parkways.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners amend Chapter 9, Section 52 of the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Code of Ordinances relating to parkway speed limit and
establishing a speed limit of 20 miles per hour. The specific Ordinance modification is as
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follows:

No vehicle shall be driven at more than thirty (30) twenty (20) miles per hour on any parkway or
highway on which a different speed has not been established by the commissioner of highways.
On any parkway where a different speed zone has been so established, and signs have been
posted calling attention to such zone, no vehicle shall be driven at a speed greater than that
indicated on such signs.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan:

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse
community needs.
Parks shape an evolving city.Goal:

HISTORY:

10/06/21 Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board FIRST READING

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment A -Certificate of Approval of Law for Parkway Speed Reduction (PDF)

Prepared By: Cindy Anderson, Executive assistant for Planning Division, Strategic Planning
Review:
Cindy Anderson
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Jennifer Ringold Completed
Al Bangoura Completed
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Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
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