8.6

Resolution 2021-308

Resolution Accepting Three Grants from the Metropolitan Council Regional Park
System Equity Grant Program for a Total of $390,000

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the Minneapolis
park system;

Whereas, In 2021 The Metropolitan Council, the regional parks oversight and funding agency,
requested proposals under the Regional Park System Equity Grant Program, with opportunities
for both capital and non-capital projects;

Whereas, MPRB submitted three proposals, including “Youth Employment as a Catalyst for
Regional Park Awareness and Increased Visits” (non-capital), “Pathways to Nature: Creating
Welcoming Ways to Access Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary” (capital), and
“Multicultural and Multilingual Advertising Promoting Minneapolis Regional Parks and
Programs” (non-capital);

Whereas, The Metropolitan Council received 37 proposals from the ten Regional Park
Implementing Agencies, with those proposals then being reviewed by a Metropolitan Council
review committee;

Whereas, All three of MPRB’s submissions were recommended for funding by the review
committee;

Whereas, At its July 1, 2021 meeting, the Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission
approved 23 proposals, including full funding for all three of MPRB’s submissions;

Whereas, These grants collectively will increase use, awareness, and accessibility to the
Minneapolis regional park system among underserved communities, as identified in the
Metropolitan Council’s equity planning, specifically BIPOC individuals, recent immigrants,
individuals with disabilities, and people who speak first languages other than English; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs;”

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners accepts three grants from the Metropolitan
Council Regional Park System Equity Grant Program for a total of $390,000;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners agrees to enter into necessary and required
agreements with the Metropolitan Council for the specific purpose of implementing the grant;
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and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: September 29, 2021

SUBJECT: Resolution Accepting Three Grants from the Metropolitan Council Regional Park System
Equity Grant Program for a Total of $390,000

BACKGROUND

This resolution accepts three grants from the Metropolitan Council under its Regional Park System
Equity Grant Program. The Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission awarded this grant at its
July 1, 2021 meeting (Attachment A).

The Equity Grant Program initiated in 2020, and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
(MPRB) was one of its first recipients, for continuation of interpretation of Cloudman’s Village

at Bde

Maka Sha in the Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park. In 2021, the program was

expanded, with significantly more funding and options for both capital and non-capital
proposals. MPRB submitted three proposals based on conversations across the organization
related to specific needs around equitable use, awareness, and access to the regional park
system. The three proposals were:

Youth Employment as a Catalyst for Regional Park Awareness and Increased Visits:
$150,000 (non-capital). This project, led by the Environmental Management
Department, would increase youth employment opportunities in the regional park
system, thereby exposing more young people to recreational and nature-based activities
in these parks. Hiring would focus on underserved communities.

Pathways to Nature: Creating Welcoming Ways to Access Eloise Butler Wildflower
Garden and Bird Sanctuary: $200,000 (capital). This project, managed cooperatively by
the Planning Division and the Environmental Management Department, would leverage
existing funding currently directed to the Eloise Butler Garden to improve accessibility
to and within the garden. The hope is that this unique gem in the MPRB system will be
enjoyed by a wider range of ability levels.

Multicultural and Multilingual Advertising Promoting Minneapolis Regional Parks and
Programs: S$40,000 (non-capital). This project, managed by the Communications
Department, will fund advertising throughout Minneapolis targeted specifically at BIPOC
individuals, recent immigrants, and those who speak a first language other than English.
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The goal is to increase awareness of Regional Park offerings among a broader
population in the city.

MPRB has been fortunate this year to see all three proposals fully funded. Overall, the
Metropolitan Council was able to fund 23 of the 37 submitted projects, for a total grant amount
of $2,054,000.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends acceptance of three grants from the Metropolitan Council Regional Park
System Equity Grant Program for a total of $390,000.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs

Goal: Parks shape an evolving city.

Goal: Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on

sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.

ATTACHMENTS:

e Attachment A- MPOSC 0714_2021_161 (PDF)

Prepared By: Adam Arvidson, Manager of Public Engagement & Citywide Planning, Strategic

Planning
Review:
Cindy Anderson Completed  09/24/2021 10:27 AM
Adam Arvidson Completed  09/24/2021 10:27 AM

Michael Schroeder Completed  09/24/2021 10:27 AM

Jennifer Ringold Completed  09/24/2021 10:28 AM

Al Bangoura Completed 09/24/2021 10:28 AM

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 09/29/2021 6:00 PM
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