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Resolution 2021-290

Resolution Approving a Memorandum of Understanding with City of Skate for
Fundraising and Activities Related to the Implementation and Promotion of

Skateboarding Facilities Within the Minneapolis Park System and Approving a Letter of
Agreement Supporting Implementation and Management of a Pop-Up Skate Facility at

Bde Maka Ska Park, a Part of the Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
Parks;

Whereas, The MPRB owns and operates skate park facilities in Minneapolis in various parks;

Whereas, City of Skate (COS) is a nonprofit organization of volunteers who have shown
themselves to be well-organized, self-directed, and dedicated and who have been proactive in
the pursuit of improved skate park facilities throughout Minneapolis;

Whereas, The MPRB and COS previously entered into Memorandum of Understanding relating
to fundraising and advocacy related to skate parks in the Minneapolis park system through
Resolution 2016-188, approved by the Board of Commissioner on May 4, 2016;

Whereas, The original Memorandum of Understanding expired at the end of 2020 with no
requested renewal within the term of the agreement;

Whereas, The MPRB and COS wish to re-enter a Memorandum of Understanding for the mutual
benefit of both parties and supporting cooperative action aimed at improving opportunities for
skating and skate parks in Minneapolis, with the terms of such Memorandum of Understand
essentially being parallel to the original Memorandum of Understanding;

Whereas, The Board of Commissioners approved the Skate Park Activity Plan, Resolution 2017-

371, on January 3, 2018, which sets an overarching vision for skate parks including potential
new skate parks and guides the development, rehabilitation, and operation of skate parks over
the next 20-30 years and capital expenditures under the 20-Year Neighborhood Park Plan for
funding (NPP-20);

Whereas, The Skate Park Activity Plan anticipates skate facilities of various types, including
permanent and temporary—or "pop-up"—facilities in various parts of the Minneapolis park
system;
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Whereas, The MPRB and COS have explored the potential for a "pop-up" skate facility at Bde
Maka Ska and have determined such a temporary facility could be reasonably established on a
portion of the North Beach parking area;

Whereas, To facilitate the development of the Bde Maka Ska "pop-up" skate facility, the MPRB
and COS have outlined roles and responsibilities in a Letter of Agreement aligned with the
directives of the Memorandum of Understanding;

Whereas, The MPRB and COS desire the implementation of the Bde Maka Ska "pop-up" skate
facility to occur as quickly as practicable to provide a new and temporary venue for skate
activities; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs;"

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves the Memorandum of Understanding
with City of Skate for fundraising and activities related to the implementation and promotion of
skateboarding facilities within the Minneapolis park system;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves a Letter of Agreement supporting the
implementation and management of a pop-up skate facility at Bde Maka Ska Park, a part of the
Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Resolution 2021-290 Page 2

Packet Pg. 15



4.2

Minneapolis
Park& Recreation Board

Administration & Finance CommitteeTO:

Michael Schroeder,FROM:

August 18, 2021DATE:

Resolution Approving a Memorandum of Understanding with City of Skate for
Fundraising and Activities Related to the Implementation and Promotion of
Skateboarding Facilities Within the Minneapolis Park System and Approving a Letter of
Agreement Supporting Implementation and Management of a Pop-Up Skate Facility at
Bde Maka Ska Park, a Part of the Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This action considers a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Minneapolis Park
and Recreation Board (MPRB) and City of Skate (COS) for fundraising and activities related to
the implementation and promotion of skateboarding amenities and facilities within the
Minneapolis park system. The action further considers a Letter of Agreement (LOA) supporting
the implementation and management of a pop-up skate facility at Bde Maka Ska Park.

The MPRB and City of Skate entered into an MOU through Resolution 2016-188, which was
approved by the Board of Commissioners on May 4, 2016. That resolution anticipated renewals
but no renewal was requested until after the MOU had expired. The action requested of the
Board of Commissioners would approve a new MOU between the MPRB and COS with
essentially the same terms. The major difference is the duration of the agreement, which would
extend until the end of 2023 and would be subject to a maximum of three two-year renewal
periods.

The LOA would establish a collaboration between the MPRB and COS for a temporary—or "pop-

up"—skate facility in a portion of the north parking area at Bde Maka Ska Park. Staff reviewed
several potential locations within Bde Maka Ska Park for such a facility with COS after an
unpermitted skate facility appeared at the northeast corner of the lake. That facility was found
to interfere with vendor operations. As the facility attracted significant attention from the
skate community, the process of defining an alternate location was initiated with COS.

In the LOA, the MPRB would provide an overlay over a portion of the parking area to create a
smooth surface for skating and would sufficiently separate the skate area from parking area
traffic. COS would fabricate, install, and maintain skate features as well as manage the activities
of the skate facility according to terms of the LOA.
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MPRB legal counsel has reviewed and approved the document as to form and legality.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve the Memorandum of
Understanding with City of Skate for fundraising and activities related to the implementation
and promotion of skateboarding facilities within the Minneapolis park system. Staff further
recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve a Letter of Agreement supporting the
implementation and management of a pop-up skate facility at Bde Maka Ska Park, a part of the
Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan:

Vision Theme 3 Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs

Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty

Goal:

Goal: Financially independent and sustainable parks prosper

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment A - City of Skate - Memorandum of Understanding 2021

Attachment B - Letter Agreement - City of Skate and MPRB (PDF)

(PDF)

Prepared By: Cindy Anderson, Executive assistant for Planning Division, Design and Project
Management
Review:
Cindy Anderson Completed
Cliff Swenson Completed
Michael Schroeder Completed
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Al Bangoura Completed
Administration & Finance Committee

08/06/20211:22 PM
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08/09/202111:01AM

08/10/2021 3:52 PM
Pending 08/18/20215:50 PM
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