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Resolution 2021-284

Resolution Approving the Playground Concept Plan for Pearl Park

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
parks and lakes;

Whereas, The MPRB owns and operates Pearl Park;

Whereas, The Board of Commissioners approved the South Service Area Master Plan at the
September 28, 2016 Board Meeting which included the Master Plan for Pearl Park;

Whereas, The MPRB has allocated NPP20 funds for playground improvements at Pearl Park;

Whereas, The community engagement plan developed for this project was followed to consult
with the community for ideas and input regarding the development of the park improvements
playground concept, including input gained through stakeholder meetings, on-site engagement,
and an online survey;

Whereas, Engagement of the community has resulted in a concept plan for playground
improvements at Pearl Park aligned with its Master Plan; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense of
community" and "Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs;"

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves the playground concept plan for Pearl
Park; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Planning CommitteeTO:

Michael Schroeder,FROM:

September 1, 2021DATE:

Resolution Approving the Playground Concept Plan for Pearl ParkSUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This resolution considers the approval for the playground concept plan for Pearl Park
(Attachment A ). The concept plan resulted from engagement of the community and close
review of the Master Plan for Pearl Park as demonstrated in the South Service Area Master
Plan.

Pearl Park is located north of Diamond Lake and stretches for three long blocks on the West
side of Portland Avenue, serving users from the nearby residential areas surrounding the park.
The organization of Pearl Park is best thought of in four sections, arranged from south to north.
The southernmost section is home to the recreation center with a gymnasium, two play areas, a
wading pool, and various courts: basketball, tennis, and volleyball. Pearl Park is one of the
larger parks in the south service area.

In early 2016, the Board approved the South Service Parks Master Plan which included a master
plan for Pearl park. The Master Plan envisions Pearl Park as a major community gathering space
for all age groups. The renovation of the existing play containers is the subject of this concept
plan approval.

Community engagement around the playground concept included email blasts, signage in the
park, online surveys (collaboration with schools), open houses and presentation to the Hale
Page Diamond Lake Community Association (HPDL), Friends of Diamond Lake (FODL) and Pearl
Improvement Recreation Coalition (PIRC). Overall, over 300 community members provided
input on the Pearl Park Playground Improvements project through the MPRB community
engagement.

In addition, HPDL has conducted community engagement to fundraise for an additional shade
structure for Pearl Park playground.

The theme for the playground concept plan focuses on imaginative and adventure play, upper
body strength, age separation, and swing sets.
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If approved, the playground is planned for construction late Fall 2021 with completion in Spring
2022.

FUNDING/COST SUMMARY

$ 306,495.00Sources
$306,495.00CIP NPP20

$ 27,000Uses (Soft Costs)
Surveying, Administration and Staff Time, Community
Engagement, Contingencies, and Other Miscellaneous
Fees

$27,000

$ 279,495Balance Available for Construction

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of the playground concept plan for Pearl Park.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the 2007-2020 MPRB
Comprehensive Plan:

Vision Theme 2: Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense
of community.

Goal: People play, learn, and develop a greater capacity to enjoy life.

Goal: Residents, visitors, and workers enjoy opportunities to improve health
and fitness.

Goal: People connect through parks and recreation.

Goal: Parks provide a center for community living.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs.

Goal: Parks shape an evolving city.

Goal: Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.
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HISTORY:

08/18/21 Planning Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment A - Playground Concept Plan for Pearl Park (PDF)

Prepared By: Francisa Pass,, Design and Project Management
Review:
Cindy Anderson Completed
Cliff Swenson Completed
Michael Schroeder Completed
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Al Bangoura Completed
Planning Committee Completed
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 09/01/20215:00 PM

08/06/202110:18 AM
08/06/202112:15 PM

08/07/2021 3:42 PM
08/09/202110:57 AM

08/10/2021 3:52 PM
08/18/2021 5:40 PM
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