7.7

Resolution 2021-283

Resolution Accepting the Donation of 250 Laptops from Comcast to Advance Digital
Equity in Minneapolis Parks and to Help Keep the Community Connected with Both
Workforce Development and Education

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
parks and lakes;

Whereas, The MPRB supports and advances digital access for youth and all ages for online
learning, work readiness training, enrichment, and career development;

Whereas, The MPRB has partnered with Comcast to create Lift Zones to enhance Wi-Fi in
facilities to help students/youth access to the Internet to do schoolwork and to participate in
enrichment programs;

Whereas, Comcast’s commitment to create digital equity to help keep the community
connected with both workforce development and education aligns with MPRB’s efforts to
support youth in their online learning, work readiness and career development;

Whereas, Comcast is pleased to donate 250 laptops for use within Minneapolis parks to help
keep the community digitally connected; and

Whereas, Comcast’s donation supports MPRB’s Comprehensive Plan Vision 2: Recreation that
inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense of community;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners accepts 250 laptops valued at $200 each, for the
total donation of $50,000 from Comcast to be used in MPRB facilities to enhance digital access

for youth and families; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

FROM: Al Bangoura, Superintendent

DATE: August 18, 2021

SUBJECT: Resolution Accepting the Donation of 250 Laptops from Comcast to Advance Digital

Equity in Minneapolis Parks and to Help Keep the Community Connected with Both
Workforce Development and Education

BACKGROUND

This resolution accepts the donation of laptops from Comcast to be used in MPRB facilities to
support online learning, work readiness, enrichment and career development by youth and
families. The laptops will be either DELL 11” Latitude 3190s or DELL Chromebooks. All laptops
will have a built-on camera. Latitude 3190s will come installed with Microsoft Office Suite;
Chromebook users can access Microsoft 360 online. They are valued at $200 each, therefore,
the total donation is $50,000.

In 2021 the MPRB partnered with Comcast to install free Wi-Fi in facilities to improve digital access
for youth. To date, 45 facilities have Comcast Lift Zone Wi-Fi, including recreation centers, NE Ice
Arena, Parade Ice Garden, and the Treehouse. The three-year contract for free Wi-Fi continues to
2024. Comcast has not set a specific date to discontinue the Wi-Fi.

As part of Comcast’s commitment to creating digital equity and to celebrate 10 years of
Internet Essentials impact on the community, Comcast is pleased to donate 250 laptops for use
within MPRB facilities to help keep the community connected with both workforce
development and education.

Comcast does not have any requirements for their name to be on signage in the computer labs
or in any other MPRB facility.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends acceptance of 250 laptops from Comcast at $200 each, for a total value of
$50,000.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020

Resolution 2021-283 Page 2

Packet Pg. 123




7.7

Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 2: Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense
of community.

Goal: People connect through parks and recreation.

Prepared By: Heidi Pope, Manager of Youth Development Programs, Superintendent's Office
Review:

Jennifer Ringold Completed  08/09/2021 10:55 AM

Al Bangoura Completed 08/10/2021 3:50 PM

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 08/18/2021 5:00 PM
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