8.2

Resolution 2021-267

Resolution Authorizing the Superintendent to Submit a 2021 Proposal Which is Funded

through the Land and Water Conservation Fund and Administered by the National Park

Service for the Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership for Up to $1,300,000 for Willard
Park Acquisition and Revitalization

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
parks and is authorized to seek funding from outside sources;

Whereas, The Land and Water Conservation Fund has released approximately $150 million
nationwide for the Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership (ORLP) grant program;

Whereas, The National Park Service (NPS) has released a 2021 Request for Proposals for the
federal ORLP fund;

Whereas, The National Park Service is targeting projects that will create or reinvigorate parks
and other outdoor recreation spaces located within or serving jurisdictions delineated by the
Census Bureau as “urbanized areas,” areas with populations of 50,000 or more people and
consisting of densely settled territory;

Whereas, MPRB is actively engaged in work that is guided by the North Service Area Master
Plan vision;

Whereas, MPRB wishes to secure long-term stewardship of Willard Park as an MPRB-owned
site, to improve numerous facilities in the park that are beyond or approaching their useful
lifespans, and to leverage existing CIP allocations currently directed to the park;

Whereas, Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on sustainability,
accessibility, flexibility, and beauty; and

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorize the Superintendent to submit a
2021 proposal to the National Park Service from the Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership
grant program for up to $1,300,000 for park acquisition and improvement at Willard Park; and

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorize submittal of the DNR’s standard
resolution included as an Attachment A to this action and as follows:

BE IT RESOLVED that the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board act as legal sponsor for

the project contained in the Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership grant application to
be submitted on 31/August/2021 and that Superintendent Alfred Bangoura is hereby
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authorized to apply to the Department of Natural Resources for funding of this project
on behalf of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the applicant has read the Conflict of Interest Policy and,
upon discovery, certifies it will report to the State any actual, potential, or perceived
individual or organizational conflicts of interest to the application or grant award.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board has the legal
authority to apply for financial assistance, and it has the financial capability to meet the
match requirement (if any) and ensure adequate construction, operation, maintenance
and replacement of the proposed project for its design life.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board has not
incurred any development costs and has not entered into a written purchase agreement
to acquire the property described in the budget section on this application.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board has or will
acquire fee title or permanent easement over the land described in the site plan
included in the application.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, upon approval of its application by the State, the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board may enter into an agreement with the State for
the above-referenced project, and that the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in the grant
agreement including recording a restriction dedicating the park property into perpetuity
for uses consistent with Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) program on the
property record.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that SUPERINTENDENT ALFRED BANGOURA is hereby
authorized to execute such agreements as are necessary to implement the project on
behalf of the applicant.; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

FROM: Al Bangoura, Superintendent

DATE: August 4, 2021

SUBJECT: Resolution Authorizing the Superintendent to Submit a 2021 Proposal Which is Funded

through the Land and Water Conservation Fund and Administered by the National Park
Service for the Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership for Up to $1,300,000 for Willard
Park Acquisition and Revitalization

BACKGROUND

This action would authorize a grant submission to the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) for initial review and evaluation for competition under the National Program.
This action authorizes staff to submit a grant proposal for up to $1,300,000 for park acquisition
and improvement at Willard Park (Attachment B). The Minnesota 2021 Request for
Proposals (RFP) are due on August 31, 2021.

MPRB staff believe this funding would assist in protecting the park in perpetuity through
agreement or acquisition from Minneapolis Public Schools. MPRB would then be in a position to
update multiple facilities according to the master plan. Potential updates include an updated
playground, new gathering plaza, new trails and walkways, updated and expanded basketball
courts, multi-use field, picnic area, expanded wading pool, natural area, and skate spots.

MPRB staff feels this is an appropriate project for ORLP funding in terms of its readiness and
cohesion with ORLP funding goals.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends authorizing the Superintendent to Submit a 2021 Proposal to the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources for funding from the National Park Service’s Outdoor
Recreation Legacy Partnership for up to $1,300,000 for park acquisition and improvement at
Willard Park within the North Service Area Master Plan.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic Parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.
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Goal 1: Parks shape an evolving city.

Goal 2: Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.

Goal 3: Focused land management supports current and future generations.

Goal 4: Financially independent and sustainable parks prosper.

ATTACHMENTS:

. Attachment A - ORLP Standard Resolution (PDF)
. Attachment B NSAMP-ParkPacket-WILLARD-planONLY (PDF)

Prepared By: Pamela Gokemeijer, Intergovernmental Relations Administrator, Office of the
Superintendent

Review:

Jennifer Ringold Completed  07/28/2021 2:24 PM

Al Bangoura Completed 07/28/2021 2:25PM

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 08/04/2021 5:00 PM
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