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Resolution 2020-218

Amendment to Resolution 2020-131 Allowing Alternative Means of Review and
Comment on the Draft Southwest Service Area Master Plan for 30 Additional Days After
Board Approval of This Resolution, Because Recreation Buildings Remain Closed Due

to COVID-19

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
parks;

Whereas, Through Resolution 2020-131the Board of Commissioners approved the opening of a
minimum forty-five (45) day public review and comment period for the Draft Southwest Service
Area Master Plan which began February 14, 2020;

Whereas, Draft Plans and comment surveys are typically available both online and as paper
copies inside recreation center buildings;

Whereas, Beginning on March 17, 2020, MPRB recreation buildings were closed indefinitely due
to COVID-19 statewide stay-at-home orders and ongoing pandemic precautions;

Whereas, The closure of recreation buildings has limited public access to paper copies of the
Draft Plan and surveys while MPRB has continued to accept online comments for well over 45
days;

Whereas, Review and comment on the Draft Plan can be achieved through alternative means
including posting information outside of recreation buildings and making information available
via postal and electronic mail;

Whereas, Continued delay of the public comment period's completion limits MPRB's ability to
advance related projects and collaborate effectively with agency partners to implement park
visions and policy directions; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate," "Dynamic parks
shape city character and meet diverse community needs," and "A safe place to play, celebrate,
contemplate, and recreate;"

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners amends resolution 2020-131 allowing alternative
means of review and comment on the Draft Southwest Service Area Master Plan for 30
additional days after board approval of this resolution, because recreation buildings remain
closed due to COVID-19; and
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RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Minneapolis Park and Recreation BoardTO:

Michael Schroeder,FROM:

July 1, 2020DATE:

Amendment to Resolution 2020-131Allowing Alternative Means of Review and
Comment on the Draft Southwest Service Area Master Plan for 30 Additional Days After
Board Approval of This Resolution, Because Recreation Buildings Remain Closed Due to
COVID-19

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This action amends resolution 2020-131 to allow alternative means of review and comment on
the Draft Southwest Service Area Master Plan (SW Parks Plan) for an additional 30 days after
final board approval of this resolution. The SW Parks Plan comment period opened February
14, 2020, and was expected to close on April 5, 2020. The Board authorized public review and
comment on the Draft Plan to occur both online and via paper forms inside MPRB recreation
center buildings.

MPRB recreation buildings were closed indefinitely on March 17, 2020 due to the COVID-19
pandemic. A full 32 days of the SW comment period were completed before this date while 13
days remained. Since that time, the online plan and survey have remained open (a total of 68
days at the date of writing this document) but paper copies in buildings have not been
accessible.

Public use of master plan paper surveys has traditionally been low compared to online usage.
For the SW Plan in the last 68 days MPRB has received over 600 surveys online and only 5 on
paper. For comparison, the North Plan received 73 online and 4 paper, while the South Plan had
237 online and 19 paper. Most members of the public prefer to comment online.

To facilitate participation by those who prefer paper, MPRB staff recommend offering 30
additional days (beginning the day after board approval of this resolution) for comment during
which paper plans and surveys will be available by alternative means. Alternative means include
posting plans and comment surveys on the exterior of recreation buildings, as well as making
paper and PDF copies of plans available upon request via physical mail and email. After this
extended time staff will close the comment period and work to bring an updated final plan
before the Board for consideration.

There has been strong community interest in the SW Parks Plan and in projects which will result
from it. Continued delay of the public comment period's completion limits MPRB's ability to
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advance related projects and collaborate effectively with agency partners to implement SW
park visions and policy directions.

Attached is the original resolution 2020-131 with proposed amendments/changes redlined and
highlighted.

Because of the importance to the public of advancing SWSAMP toward approval, staff request
consideration of this item at Planning Committee and the Full Board on July1.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends an amendment to resolution 2020-131allowing alternative means of review
and comment on the draft Southwest Service Area Master Plan for 30 additional days after
board approval of this resolution, because recreation buildings remain closed due to COVID-19.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan:

Vision Theme 2: Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense
of community.

People play, learn, and develop a greater capacity to enjoy life.
Residents, visitors, and workers enjoy opportunities to improve health
and fitness.
People connect through parks and recreation.
Parks provide a center for community living.

Goal:
Goal:

Goal:
Goal:

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.

Goal: Parks shape and evolving city.

HISTORY:

05/20/20 Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board REFERRED TO COMMITTEE

Motion to Refer to Planning Committee Approved on a Roll Call Vote.

ATTACHMENTS:

Amended Resolution 2020-131(PDF)

Prepared By: Colleen O'Dell,,Strategic Planning
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Review:
Cindy Anderson
Adam Arvidson
Michael Schroeder Completed
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Al Bangoura Completed
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
Planning Committee Pending

Completed 05/06/2020 6:14 PM
Completed 05/06/2020 6:07 PM

05/07/2020 9:38 PM
05/10/2020 3:46 PM

05/12/2020 8:27 PM
Completed 05/20/2020 5:00 PM

07/01/2020 5:50 PM
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