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Resolution 2020-194

Resolution Approving Hennepin County AIS Watercraft Inspection Cost-Share Funding
Agreement Accepting Funds Up to $120,000.00 for the Minneapolis Park and

Recreation Board’s Aquatic Invasive Species Watercraft Inspection and Education
Program

Whereas, The mission of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is to permanently
preserve, protect, maintain, improve, and enhance its natural resources, parkland, and
recreational opportunities for current and future generations;

Whereas, Preventing the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) is a top priority of the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the MPRB;

Whereas, The MPRB implemented an AIS inspection and education program in 2012 with
Resolution 2012 - 224, Enacting 2012 Emergency Inspection Rules;

Whereas, The MPRB's AIS inspection and education program has continued every year since
2012;

Whereas, Hennepin County will receive $316,174 from the State of Minnesota in 2020 to be
spent on activities within the County that prevent the spread of AIS;

Whereas, Hennepin County has authorized $40,000 per year in 2020, 2021, and 2022, or
$120,000.00 total to MPRB in support of MPRB's AIS inspection and education program;

Whereas, Hennepin County and the MPRB will enter into an Agreement to document the
responsibilities to be assumed by each party, establish procedures to carry out these
responsibilities, and facilitate communication and cooperation between the parties;

Whereas, The MPRB has been granted authority by the DNR to inspect water-related
equipment in accordance with AIS inspection protocols through a delegation agreement issued
on January 9, 2020;

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan which
envisions "Urban forests, natural areas, and water that endure and captivate;" and

Whereas, MPRB legal counsel has reviewed and approved this Agreement;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve Hennepin County AIS Watercraft
Inspection Cost-Share Funding Agreement accepting funds up to $120,000.00 for the
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Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board's Aquatic Invasive Species Watercraft Inspection and
Education Program; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary of the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Minneapolis Park and Recreation BoardTO:

Jeremy Barrick, Assistant Superintendent for Environmental StewardFROM:

May 6, 2020DATE:

Resolution Approving Hennepin County AIS Watercraft Inspection Cost-Share Funding
Agreement Accepting Funds Up to $120,000.00 for the Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board's Aquatic Invasive Species Watercraft Inspection and Education Program

SUBJECT:

This resolution recommends that the Board of Commissioners Approve Hennepin County's AIS
Watercraft Inspection Cost-Share Funding Agreement Accepting Funds Up To $120,000 for the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board's Aquatic Invasive Species Watercraft Inspection &
Education Program (Attachment A - Cost share agreement ).

Aquatic invasive species (AIS) are a significant threat to water bodies nationwide. There are
many significant concerns about the potential negative financial impacts of AIS from
recreational, tourism, and management perspectives. The best way to manage AIS is to keep
them out of water bodies in the first place. Once AIS enter a water body, they are extremely
difficult, if not impossible, to remove. The MPRB's goal has been to delay the introduction of
AIS into Minneapolis water bodies as long as possible in anticipation of techniques that are
developed to prevent or control their establishment and population growth in Minneapolis
water bodies.

As of March 2020, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has designated Bde
Maka Ska, Lake Harriet, and Lake Nokomis as infested with zebra mussels. That said,
reproducing populations of zebra mussels cannot be found in any of those lakes, so the MPRB
should continue to prevent new introductions of zebra mussels. In addition to zebra mussels,
starry stonewort and spiny water fleas are two AIS whose ranges are rapidly expanding across
Minnesota. Starry stonewort and spiny water fleas have never been found in Minneapolis water
bodies. If introduced, both species could significantly diminish the ecological and recreational
value of Minneapolis lakes.

Due to the threat of AIS, the MPRB took definitive actions in 2012 to delay the spread of
aquatic invasive species. The Board approved emergency resolution 2012 - 224 authorizing the
Superintendent to enact emergency inspection rules requiring all water-related equipment
using the public boat launches at Bde Maka Ska, Lake Harriet, and Lake Nokomis to be
inspected prior to launching a boat.
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Each year since 2013, the Board has passed annual resolutions further authorizing the
Superintendent to enact inspection rules requiring all water-related equipment using the public
boat launches at Bde Maka Ska, Lake Harriet and Lake Nokomis to be inspected prior to
launching and when exiting the boat launch. Boat launches are open annually from May 1to
December 1. Each year extensive data is collected, and boat launch hours are adjusted to
maximize protection through inspections and education, and to minimize impact to recreational
users. Between 5,000 and 10,000 inspections are conducted each year. Inspection staff also
serve in customer service roles at the lakes. Since 2014, inspectors have connected with more
than 13,200 non-boaters each year, providing visitors with information about the park system,
the lakes, and special events.

The MPRB's 2020 AIS Prevention Program was approved as resolution 2020-134 by the Board
on March 4, 2020. The resolution authorized the Superintendent to implement inspection rules
from May 1, 2020 to December 1, 2020 requiring all water-related equipment using the public
boat launches at Bde Maka Ska, Lake Harriet, and Lake Nokomis to be inspected prior to
launching and when exiting the boat launch.

For the past seven years, the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD) has provided
partial financial support for the MPRB's AIS inspection program. Through 2019, MCWD had
supported the MPRB's AIS inspection program with $526,597 in cost-share funds. In 2020,
MCWD has offered funding to partially offset MPRB's 2020 AIS inspection costs up to $45,000.
MCWD has shifted their priorities regarding AIS prevention and plans to discontinue this source
of funding after 2020.

A new source of funding for the Aquatic Invasive Species Inspection & Education Program from
Hennepin County has been identified and is being made available to MPRB starting to this year.

Since 2014, the State of Minnesota has allocated $10 million per year to be spent on AIS
prevention activities around the state. Those funds are distributed to counties based on the
number of public trailered boat launches and the number of boat launch trailer parking spaces
in each county. Hennepin County is home to 49 trailered boat launches and 892 watercraft
trailer parking spaces and is expected to receive $316,174 from the State of Minnesota in 2020.

Historically, Hennepin County has received and distributed roughly $300,000 per year to local
AIS prevention projects using a RFP process that prioritized innovative projects. Hennepin
County wants to start allocating a portion of its funding to help build the capacity of well-
established AIS watercraft inspection programs. As such, Hennepin County has offered MPRB's
AIS Inspection & Education program $40,000 each year in 2020, 2021, and 2022, or $120,000.00
total.
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This cooperative agreement between Hennepin County and the MPRB documents the
responsibilities to be assumed by each party, establishes procedures to carry out these
responsibilities, and facilitates communication and cooperation between the parties.

This Agreement has been reviewed and approved by MPRB legal counsel.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends approval of the Hennepin County AIS Watercraft Inspection Cost-Share
Funding Agreement accepting funds up to $120,000.00 for the Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board's Aquatic Invasive Species Watercraft Inspection and Education Program.
This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 1: Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate

Goal: Sound management techniques provide healthy, diverse & sustainable natural resources
Goal: Knowledgeable stewards and partners generously support the system's natural

resources

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment A - Cost Share Agreement (PDF)

Prepared By: Lori Smiley,Office Support Specialist III, Environmental Management
Review:

04/22/2020 9:52 AM
04/22/2020 6:02 PM

04/27/2020 5:11PM
04/28/2020 8:23 AM

Pending 05/06/2020 5:00 PM

Debra Pilger Completed
Jeremy BarrickCompleted
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Al Bangoura Completed
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
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