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Resolution 2020-179

Resolution Extending the Closure of Portions of Main Street SE, Merriam Street, and
Sixth Avenue SE in Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park; Portions of James I.
Rice (West River) Parkway in Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park; Portions of
Lake Harriet Parkway in Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park; and Portions of

Lake Nokomis Parkway in Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park with Such Closures
Coinciding with the Period of Emergency Executive Order 20-20 Directing Minnesotans

to Stay at Home, Issued by Minnesota Governor Tim Walz on March 25, 2020

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities;

Whereas, The MPRB owns and operates the following parkways and park roads as part of the
Minneapolis park system:. Main Street SE, Merriam Street, and Sixth Avenue SE in Central Mississippi Riverfront

Regional Park;. James I. Rice (West River) Parkway in Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park;. Lake Harriet Parkway in Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park; and. Lake Nokomis Parkway in Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park;

Whereas, Minnesota Governor Tim Walz issued Emergency Executive Order 20-20 on March 25,
2020 Directing Minnesotans to Stay at Home from 11:59 pm on Friday, March 27, 2020 through
5 pm on Friday, April 10, 2020, and which Emergency Executive Order provided an exception for
outdoor activities including walking, biking, and running, all of which activities are programmed
to occur on parkways in the Minneapolis park system;

Whereas, It is anticipated that the aforementioned parkways and park roads will be subject to
intensive use as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and Emergency Executive Order 20-20, with
such use necessitating greater separation of park users as indicated by guidance for social
distancing as directed by the Minnesota Department of Health and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention;

Whereas, Superintendent Al Bangoura determined that measures were necessary for the MPRB
to close portions or the entirety of the aforementioned parkways and park roads to provide
additional space for outdoor activities noted in Emergency Executive Order 20-20, in particular
to provide additional space for those outdoor activities in compliance with guidance for social
distancing;

Whereas, The Superintendent determined that the closure of portions or the entirety of the
aforementioned parkways and park roads for a period beginning no earlier than 5:00 pm,
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Friday, March 27, 2020, and ending at 11:59 pm, Thursday, April 2, 2020 was prudent and
necessary to protect the public' health and safety.

Whereas, Pursuant to Park Board Ordinances PB2-32 Park Board Superintendent Bangoura has
the authority to temporarily vacate traffic from parkways if he believes that harm can be
caused to an individual or other persons and Superintendent Bangoura has made that
determination and given that direction to his staff;

Whereas, The continued application of Executive Order 20-20 that requires Minnesotans to stay
at home and yet still allows Minnesotans to access public parks, and certain Minneapolis
parkways and park road have been and will remain overcrowded during the pendency of
Emergency Executive Order 20-20;

Whereas, The Board determines that Superintendent Bangoura' s decision to vacate traffic
from certain parkways to address the Emergency Executive Order 20-20 would provide for the
continued health and welfare of park users within the Minneapolis park system and aligned
with guidance for social distancing; and

Whereas, This resolution is support by the 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which envisions
"Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense of community;"

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners extends the closure of portions of Main Street SE,
Merriam Street, and Sixth Avenue SE in Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park; portions of
James I. Rice (West River) Parkway in Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park; portions of
Lake Harriet Parkway in Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park; and portions of Lake
Nokomis Parkway in Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park, with such closures coinciding with the
period of Emergency Executive Order 20-20 Directing Minnesotans to Stay at Home, issued by
Minnesota Governor Tim Walz on March 25, 2020;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners confirms, adopts, and ratifies the determination
of Superintendent Bangoura to vacate or close the aforementioned portions or the entirety of
those parkways and park roads in the Minneapolis park system as proper and necessary based
on the unprecedented health crisis in Minneapolis and other areas resulting from the COVID-19
pandemic; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Minneapolis Park and Recreation BoardTO:

Michael Schroeder,FROM:

April1, 2020DATE:

Resolution Extending the Closure of Portions of Main Street SE, Merriam Street, and
Sixth Avenue SE in Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park; Portions of James I. Rice
(West River) Parkway in Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park; Portions of Lake
Harriet Parkway in Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park; and Portions of Lake
Nokomis Parkway in Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park with Such Closures Coinciding
with the Period of Emergency Executive Order 20-20 Directing Minnesotans to Stay at
Home, Issued by Minnesota Governor Tim Walz on March 25, 2020

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This action confirms, adopts, and ratifies the temporary closure of certain parkways as
determined by Superintendent Bangoura. This action also extends those closures by Board
action through the pendency of Governor Walz's Emergency Executive Order 20-20. The period
a temporary closure of portions or the entirety of certain parkways and park roads within the
Minneapolis park system will remain in place during the period of Emergency Executive Order
20-20 issued by Minnesota Governor Tim Walz on March 25, 2020 and in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The original closure was accomplished for a period beginning at 5:00 pm,
March 27, 2020 and ending at 11:59 pm on April 2, 2020 by direction of Superintendent
Bangoura. If approved, the extension of the closures would align with the period of the
Emergency Executive Order 20-20, which ends at 5:00 pm, April 10, 2020.

The closures are intended to occur on certain parkways and park roads within the Minneapolis
park system, including:

• Main Street SE, Merriam Street, and Sixth Avenue SE in Central Mississippi Riverfront
Regional Park. James I. Rice (West River) Parkway in Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park;. Lake Harriet Parkway in Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park; and. Lake Nokomis Parkway in Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park.

The closure aligns with guidance of Emergency Executive Order 20-20, in which section 5.
Exemptions - Activities, c. Outdoor activities indicates "Individuals may engage in outdoor
activities... and may go to available public parks and other public recreation lands, consistent
with remaining at least six feet apart from individuals from other households." Activities
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including walking, running, and biking are typical activities of Minneapolis parkways and would
be expected to continue occurring during the period of Emergency Executive Order 20-20,
however the intensity of activity anticipated coupled with the distancing requirement suggests
more space for non-motorized activities is needed. The closure of the aforementioned
parkways and park roads is viewed as a means of reasonably accommodating this section of the
Emergency Executive Order 20-20.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners extends the closure of portions of Main
Street SE, Merriam Street, and Sixth Avenue SE in Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park;
portions of James I. Rice (West River) Parkway in Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park;
portions of Lake Harriet Parkway in Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park; and portions of
Lake Nokomis Parkway in Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park, with such closures coinciding with
the period of Emergency Executive Order 20-20 Directing Minnesotans to Stay at Home, issued
by Minnesota Governor Tim Walz on March 25, 2020.

Staff further recommends that the Board of Commissioners confirms the decision of
Superintendent Bangoura to temporarily close the aforementioned portions or the entirety of
parkways and park roads in the Minneapolis park system as proper and necessary based on the
unprecedented health crisis in Minneapolis and other areas resulting from the COVID-19
pandemic.
This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan:

Vision Theme 2: Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a
sense of community.

Goal: Residents, visitors, and workers enjoy opportunities to improve
health and fitness.

Prepared By: Michael Schroeder,, Planning Services
Review:
Michael Schroeder Completed
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Al Bangoura Completed
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 04/01/2020 5:00 PM
Planning Committee Pending 04/22/2020 5:40 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 05/06/2020 5:00 PM

03/29/2020 6:36 PM
03/29/2020 6:44 PM

03/29/2020 6:50 PM
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