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Resolution 2020-178

Resolution to Delaying the Assessment of Certain Properties to Defray the Cost of
Removing Diseased or Infested Trees from Private Properties During 2019 and 2020

and Levy Said Assessments in 2021

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
parks and the urban forest;

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board of Commissioner (Board) has and will,
pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, section 18G.13 and section 429.101,
subdivisions 1(6), caused certain diseased and infested trees on various private properties to be
removed;

Whereas, The Board levies the unpaid costs of said tree removals as a special assessment
against the affected properties on an annual basis after due notice and public hearing;

Whereas, The Board adopted a Hardship Deferral Program for Special Assessments by the
passage of Resolution 2019-123 on March 6, 2019;

Whereas, Staff have identified the need to consider additional approaches to provide relief to
property owners experiencing hardship;

Whereas, The Board acknowledges that said levied assessments can cause hardship for certain
property owners;

Whereas, The COVID-19 pandemic has caused additional hardship for property owners within
the City of Minneapolis;

Whereas, The Board would like to extend the time to pay for property owners that can pay for
said tree removals;

Whereas, The Board would like to provide property owners experiencing hardship every
opportunity to gain relief;

Whereas, The Board shall delay the levying of the tree special assessment to 2021 to extend the
time to pay and allow for the consideration of additional hardship approaches; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan,
which envisions "Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate;"
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RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners delaying the assessment of certain properties to
defray the cost of removing diseased or infested trees from private properties during 2019 and
2020 and shall levy said assessments in 2021; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Minneapolis Park and Recreation BoardTO:

Julia Wiseman, Director FinanceFROM:

April1, 2020DATE:

Resolution to Delaying the Assessment of Certain Properties to Defray the Cost of
Removing Diseased or Infested Trees from Private Properties During 2019 and 2020 and
Levy Said Assessments in 2021

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This action considers a delay in assessing certain properties to defray the cost of removing
diseased or infested trees from private properties removed during 2019 and 2020 and levying
the assessments in 2021. The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board of Commissioners
(Board), pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, section 18G.13 and section 429.101,
subdivisions 1(6), identify and cause diseased or infested trees on private properties to be
removed. Trees removed during the second half of 2019 and during 2020 that remained unpaid
would be levied as a special assessment in November 2020 after due notice and public hearing.

The Board of Commissioners have acknowledged that private property tree removals can cause
a hardship for certain property owners and passed by resolution a special assessment
deferment program in March 2019. Staff have become aware that the special assessment
deferment program has not met the needs of all property owners that are experiencing
hardship. The Finance and Forestry Directors have committed to looking at this issue through a
racial equity lens with the intent to bring forward to the Board additional approaches to
provide relief.

With the COVID-19 pandemic now causing additional hardship to property owners in the City of
Minneapolis, the delay in levying tree assessments to 2021 provides relief in two ways. It allows
property owners that can pay for the tree removal an extended time pay. It also allows
property owners that are experiencing a hardship and an inability to pay options for
consideration and relief.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners adopt the resolution to delay assessment
of certain properties to defray the cost of removing diseased or infested trees from private
properties during 2019 and 2020 and shall levy said assessments in 2021.
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This action is supported by the following vision statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 1: Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate.

Prepared By: Julia Wiseman, Director Finance, Finance
Review:

03/26/2020 9:22 PM
03/27/2020 12:18 PM
03/27/2020 12:18 PM

03/27/20201:59 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 04/01/2020 5:00 PM

Julia Wiseman Completed
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Al Bangoura Completed
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