7.6

Resolution 2020-175

Resolution Authorizing the Superintendent to Submit a 2021 Proposal to the Legislative-
Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR) from the Environment and
Natural Resources Trust Fund (ENRTF) for Five Projects

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
parks and is authorized to seek funding from outside sources;

Whereas, The Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR) has released a
2021 Request for Proposals for Minnesota’s Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund
(ENRTF);

Whereas, The Minnesota Constitution Art. Xl, Sec. 14 states that “the assets of the fund
[ENRTF] shall be appropriated by law for the public purpose of protection, conservation,
preservation, and enhancement of the state’s air, water, land, fish, wildlife, and other natural
resources;”

Whereas, MPRB is actively engaged in natural habitat enhancement, restoration, data
gathering, and education across the entire system, and desires additional funding to implement
visions outlined in master plans and work plans; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate;”

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorizes the Superintendent to submit a 2021
proposal to the Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR) from the
Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund (ENRTF) up to the following amounts for the
following five projects:

B Up to $200,000 for Educational Bio-Blitzes in the Regional Parks

B Up to $200,000 for a pilot project to Enhance Habitat Connectivity between
Neighborhood Parks and the Mississippi Flyway

B Up to $500,000 for Prairie/Savanna Restoration at Bohemian Flats Park within
Mississippi Gorge Regional Park

B Up to $1,000,000 for Shoreline Restoration and Enhancement of the Kenilworth Channel
within Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park

B Up to $2,000,000 for Acquisition of Parcels within Above the Falls Regional Park;

and
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RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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7.6

TO: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: April 1, 2020

SUBJECT: Resolution Authorizing the Superintendent to Submit a 2021 Proposal to the Legislative-

Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR) from the Environment and
Natural Resources Trust Fund (ENRTF) for Five Projects

BACKGROUND

This action would authorize a grant submission to the Legislative-Citizen Commission on
Minnesota Resources (LCCMR)’s 2021 Request for Proposals (RFP), which are due on April 15,
2020. Local units of government must include a resolution or letter authorizing submission from
its governing board. This action authorizes staff to submit five grants for a variety of projects in
a variety of parks. A brief description of each project is in the following section.

Historically MPRB has only submitted a single LCCMR application each year, though some
agencies submit dozens. MPRB has, however, been generally successful with this particular
grant program, and staff feels there is greater appetite for enhanced natural resource
restoration, protection, data gathering, and education in the core cities. Therefore, staff across
departments have developed a list of five projects that touch many different funding priorities
as described in the LCCMR Request for Proposals, including two “small projects” for which
MPRB has not recently applied.

Educational Bio-Blitzes in the Regional Parks (small project)

A Bio-blitz is an activity that capitalizes on volunteers to gain an understanding of the level of
biodiversity and biomass in a natural area. A bio-blitz uses guided citizen science to provide
baseline data of the mammals, birds, insects/pollinators, amphibians, fish, plant species, and
more. MPRB does not currently have this information, which would be useful for documenting
the impacts of restoration efforts and recreational amenities. MPRB staff hope to target
participation in underserved areas of parks, encouraging exposure both to regional parks and to
potential careers in science and natural resources.

Enhancing Habitat Connectivity Between Neighborhood Parks and the Mississippi Flyway
(small project)
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Multiple service area master plans identify natural resource enhancement and naturalized
areas in neighborhood parks. The DRAFT Ecological System Plan suggests new habitat corridors
throughout the city, based on a “pollinator sweet spot” analysis performed by project partners.
This project would link these two goals and create a pilot project to extend the Mississippi
Flyway into city neighborhoods, utilizing neighborhood parks and street trees and boulevards.

Prairie/Savanna Restoration at Bohemian Flats Park

The downstream portion of Bohemian Flats has served as a construction lay-down area almost
without stop since it was first pressed into service after the 1-35W bridge collapse. This has
taken a toll on the landscape and could lead to erosion impacting the Mississippi River. Some
of these construction uses have been by the State of Minnesota. A request of the state to
leverage this degraded landscape into a high-quality prairie/savanna landscape seems
appropriate. The approximately 5.5-acre project would also provide a visual buffer around the
forestry staging area.

Shoreline Restoration and Enhancement of the Kenilworth Channel

This request would provide additional funding to stabilize the Kenilworth Channel’s north and
south shoreline west of the SWLRT bridge to the connection to Cedar Lake. Funding would be
spent on natural stabilization methods that would be built to withstand increased precipitation
and other climate change trends. The project could also increase aquatic species habitat as
well. MPRB has dedicated $930,000 of regional funding to this project, but a budget shortfall
remains. Extensive natural shoreline restoration to the east in the Kenilworth Lagoon and
around Lake of the Isles could be bolstered by extension to the shore of Cedar Lake.

Acquisition of Parcels within Above the Falls Regional Park

The RiverFirst vision for the Upper Mississippi calls for MPRB ownership of all the riverfront in
the city. MPRB has been acquiring parcels along the river from willing sellers for a decade, but
funding always runs short. Current external funding streams to fill gaps in Above the Falls
Regional Park are woefully inadequate and consistently over-subscribed because they must
serve the entire regional and its ten regional park implementing agencies. Some of these
parcels are ripe for acquisition and LCCMR allows for “Acquisition of strategic lands
with...ecological value, recreational value, water protection value, or habitat, particularly for
pollinators.” LCCMR acquisition funding typically requires and also comes with restoration
funding—a perfect match to the need along Minneapolis’s upper river. Final parcels will be
determined by staff upon grant submittal.
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Because the grant submittal deadline is April 15, staff requests consideration at committee
and full board on April 1.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends authorizing the Superintendent to submit a 2021 proposal to the Legislative-
Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR) from the Environment and Natural
Resources Trust Fund (ENRTF) up to the following amounts for the following five projects:
B Up to $200,000 for Educational Bio-Blitzes in the Regional Parks
B Up to $200,000 for a pilot project to Enhance Habitat Connectivity between
Neighborhood Parks and the Mississippi Flyway
M Up to $500,000 for Prairie/Savanna Restoration at Bohemian Flats Park within
Mississippi Gorge Regional Park
B Up to $1,000,000 for Shoreline Restoration and Enhancement of the Kenilworth Channel
within Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park
B Up to $2,000,000 for Acquisition of Parcels within Above the Falls Regional Park

This Board action is consistent with the following 2007-2020 MPRB Comprehensive Plan vision
and goal statements:

Vision Theme 1: Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate.
Goal: Sound management techniques provide healthy, diverse, and sustainable

natural resources.

Prepared By: Adam Arvidson, Manager of Public Engagement & Citywide Planning, Strategic

Planning

Review:

Cindy Anderson Completed  03/19/2020 3:08 PM

Adam Arvidson Completed  03/18/2020 6:08 PM

Michael Schroeder Completed  03/19/2020 4:01 PM

Jennifer Ringold Completed  03/24/2020 2:53 PM

Al Bangoura Completed 03/24/2020 7:59 PM

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 04/01/2020 5:00 PM
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