Resolution 2020-164

Resolution Agreeing to Assume the Lease Agreement for Construction-Related
Activities at the Upper Harbor Terminal Between the City of Minneapolis and Ames
Construction, Inc. Should Any Conveyance to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation

Board Occur During the Term of the Agreement

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the
Minneapolis park system;

Whereas, The MPRB adopted the Above the Falls Regional Park Master Plan in 2000 as a guide
to development of parkland along the Mississippi River’s upper reach through Minneapolis;

Whereas, The Upper Harbor Terminal is a 48-acre parcel of land owned by the City of
Minneapolis (City) along the Mississippi River in North Minneapolis;

Whereas, Ames Construction, Inc. (Ames) on behalf of the Minnesota Department of
Transportation (MnDOT) wishes to utilize a portion of the City-owned property at the Upper
Harbor Terminal for construction related activities;

Whereas, The City is willing to grant Ames the right to lease a portion of the Upper Harbor
Terminal based on the terms and conditions provided in the Lease Agreement (Agreement);

Whereas, Should a land transaction related to the Upper Harbor Terminal and involving the
MPRB occur while the Agreement with Ames is in place, Ames desires that MPRB will honor the
terms of the Agreement; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs;”

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners agrees to assume the Lease Agreement for
construction-related activities at the Upper Harbor Terminal between the City of Minneapolis
and Ames Construction, Inc. should any conveyance to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board occur during the term of the Agreement; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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8.A.2

TO: Administration & Finance Committee

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: April 1, 2020

SUBJECT: Resolution Agreeing to Assume the Lease Agreement for Construction-Related Activities

at the Upper Harbor Terminal Between the City of Minneapolis and Ames Construction,
Inc. Should Any Conveyance to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Occur During
the Term of the Agreement

BACKGROUND

This action commits the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) to honoring the Lease
Agreement (Agreement) (Attachment A) between the City of Minneapolis (City) and Ames
Construction, Inc. (Ames) to allow Ames to conduct construction-related activities at the Upper
Harbor Terminal (UHT). Ames, on behalf of the Minnesota Department of Transportation
(MnDOT) would utilize portions of the UHT site for truck hauling, staging, and other operational
activities associated with the State of Minnesota’s reconstruction of the Third Avenue Bridge in
Minneapolis. The UHT is a 48-acre property owned by the City of Minneapolis which lies
partially within the boundaries of Above the Falls Regional Park (approved in 2019).

The City, MPRB and a Development Team led by United Properties, LLC are conducting a
collaborative planning process guided by an Exclusive Rights Agreement for the UHT. The
agreement sets forth the process, milestones, timeline and deliverables needed to reach
development terms for the eventual sale of the initial development parcel(s) to Developer and
the conveyance of a portion of the UHT site as parkland to MPRB. MPRB is conducting an
engagement and planning process for the park portion of the UHT site and expects to begin the
first phase of improvements in 2022.

The Agreement between the City and Ames shall run from May 1, 2020 to May 31, 2021 unless
terminated earlier. It is possible that the City and MPRB will convey ownership of the area
designated for public park at the UHT before the Agreement would expire. MPRB acceptance of
the Agreement will provide Ames the assurance needed to plan for necessary construction
staging and activities. Staff does not expect the proposed Agreement or infrastructure to
interfere with anticipated park development.

Legal counsel has reviewed and approved the Lease Agreement as to form and legality.

RECOMMENDATION
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Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners agrees to assume the Lease Agreement for
construction-related activities at the Upper Harbor Terminal between the City of Minneapolis
and Ames Construction, Inc. should any conveyance to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board occur during the term of the Agreement.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan:

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.
Goal: Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on

sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.

HISTORY:

03/18/20 Administration & Finance Committee ADOPTED

Approved on a Roll Call Vote.

ATTACHMENTS:

° AttachmentA-3-5-20_Lease Agreement (10-15-19)  (PDF)

Prepared By: Kate Lamers,, Design and Project Management

Review:
Cindy Anderson Completed  03/05/2020 2:19 PM
Cliff Swenson Skipped 03/08/2020 5:39 PM

Michael Schroeder Completed  03/08/2020 5:40 PM
Jennifer Ringold Completed  03/08/2020 9:30 PM
Al Bangoura Completed 03/11/2020 8:14 AM

Administration & Finance Committee Completed  03/18/2020 5:40 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 04/01/2020 5:00 PM
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