
8.C.2H
Minneapolis

Park& Recreation Board

Resolution 2020-130

Resolution to Approve the Submission of a Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Federal Recreational Trail Program Grant Application for Up to $100,000 for Natural
Surface Trail Improvements, Maintenance, and Signage Improvements at Theodore
Wirth Regional Park and Brownie Lake Park Within Chain of Lakes Regional Park

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
Parks;

Whereas, Theodore Wirth Regional Park and Brownie Lake Park within the Minneapolis Chain
of Lakes Regional Park offer some of the highest quality and most used hiking, mountain biking,
running, and snowshoeing natural surface trails in the Twin Cities;

Whereas, More than 31,000 trips by mountain bikers were recorded in 2018, which equates to
85 trips per day in 2018;

Whereas, Natural surface trails within the regional park system are used throughout the year by
visitors wanting to explore nature, to gain a reprieve from urban life, and to live a healthier
lifestyle;

Whereas, Minnesota Off Road Cyclists have contributed thousands of hours of volunteer work
over two decades to construct and maintain natural surface trails for all user types including
winter and summer cyclists, hikers, trail runners, and snowshoers;

Whereas, Trail maintenance is required to maintain high quality trails and trail signage helps all
trail users navigate Theodore Wirth Regional Park;

Whereas, The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Recreational Trail Program exists to
develop and maintain natural surface trails in Minnesota;

Whereas, The MPRB supports the grant application made to the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources for the Federal Recreational Trail Program;

Whereas, The MPRB recognizes the twenty-five percent match requirement for the Federal
Recreational Trail Program and has secured the required matching funds; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense of
community;"

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve the submission of a Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources Recreational Trail Program grant application for up to
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$100,000 for natural surface trail improvements, maintenance, and signage improvements at
Theodore Wirth Regional Park and Brownie Lake Park within the Minneapolis Chain of Lakes
Regional Park;

RESOLVED, If the MPRB is awarded a grant by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources,
the MPRB agrees to accept the grant award, and may enter into an agreement with the State of
Minnesota for the above referenced project and the MPRB will comply with all applicable laws,
environmental requirements and regulations as stated in the grant agreement;

RESOLVED, The applicant has read the Conflict of Interest Policy contained in the Trail Program
Grant Manual and certifies it will report any actual, potential, perceived, or organizational
conflicts of interest upon discovery to the State related to the application or grant award;

RESOLVED,The MPRB fiscal agent for the project is:

Juli Wiseman
Finance Director
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
2117 West River Road North
Minneapolis, MN 55411;

RESOLVED, The MPRB hereby assures the trail improvements will be maintained for a period of
no less than 20 years as required by the Federal Recreational Trail Grant Program; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Administration & Finance CommitteeTO:

Michael Schroeder,FROM:

March 4, 2020DATE:

Resolution to Approve the Submission of a Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Federal Recreational Trail Program Grant Application for Up to $100,000 for Natural
Surface Trail Improvements, Maintenance, and Signage Improvements at Theodore
Wirth Regional Park and Brownie Lake Park Within Chain of Lakes Regional Park

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This action considers authorizing the submittal of a Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources Recreational Trail Program grant application for up to $100,000 for natural surface
trail improvements, maintenance, and signage improvements at Theodore Wirth Regional Park
and Brownie Lake Park within the Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park.

Since the early 2000s, the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) and the Minneapolis
Offroad Cycling Advocates (MOCA), along with Minnesota Off Road Cyclists (MORC) have been
collaborating to turn what was once a tangle of unsustainable trails into an organized set of
natural surface trails much loved by riders across the state. MORC and MOCA have spent
thousands of hours volunteering every year since the trail was installed in 2004. The trail
network has grown from the initial 3-mile loop to almost 13 miles of MORC, MOCA and Loppet
Foundation maintained trails.

The natural surface trails in the MPRB system are multi-use, allowing mountain biking, trail
running, hiking, snowshoeing, and winter fatbiking. The trails are closed when they are muddy
or slushy to ensure their longevity and to reduce soil erosion. Trail use has grown significantly
in the last decade due in part to the popularity of mountain biking and the growth of the
Minnesota High School Cycling League. The league is one of the largest programs in the
country. There are "no benchwarmers... no try-outs; everyone rides." More than 31,000 trips
were recorded in 2018, an average of about 85 trips per day during 2018.

The increase in use, the changing climate, and an increase to the miles of trail offered to the
public are factors that require more than just volunteer service for the maintenance of the
trails. Supplementing volunteer maintenance with contracted labor, the planning and
installation of new signage throughout the park, and adding new trail connections is essential
to the sustainability of the trails over the next 10 to 15-years.
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If successful, the grant will provide up to $100,000 in funding. This funding along with a
$25,000 match from the MPRB Regional Park Operations and Maintenance Fund, will provide
$125,000 of funds to be used directly on the single-track trails. A portion of the funds will go to
maintenance of existing trails and additional short trail segments and connections. The balance
of funds will go to park signage. Signage within Theodore Wirth Regional Park is outdated and,
in some cases, non-existent. Wayfinding signage will be coordinated with regional park
operations staff, Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden staff, the Loppet Foundation, Theodore Wirth
Golf Course staff, and other stake holders.

This grant application has been reviewed and approved by the MPRB Grant Committee.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the Board of Commissioners approve the submission of a Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources Recreational Trail Program grant application for up to
$100,000 for natural surface trail improvements, maintenance, and signage
improvements at Theodore Wirth Regional Park and Brownie Lake Park within the Minneapolis
Chain of Lakes Regional Park.

This action is supported by the following vision, goal and strategy statements in the MPRB
2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan:

Vision Theme 1: Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate.

Goal: Residents and visitors enjoy and understand the natural environment.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs.

Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility and beauty.

Goal:

Vision Theme 4: A safe place to play, recreate, contemplate and celebrate.

Goal: Parks are safe and welcoming by design.

HISTORY:

02/05/20 Administration & Finance Committee ADOPTED

Prepared By: Tyler Pederson,,Design and Project Management
Review:
Cindy Anderson Completed
Cliff Swenson Completed

01/22/2020 2:55 PM
01/22/2020 3:31PM
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01/24/2020 12:51PM
01/26/2020 6:19 PM

01/28/2020 6:52 AM
Completed
Pending
Pending

Michael Schroeder Completed
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Al Bangoura Completed
Administration & Finance Committee
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

02/05/2020 5:20 PM
02/19/2020 5:00 PM
03/04/2020 5:00 PM
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