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Resolution 2020-124

Resolution Confirming the Staff Appointment of Thomas Oas to the Pesticide Advisory
Committee

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the Minneapolis
Park System;

Whereas, On October 17, 2018, the MPRB resolved that on January 1, 2019, the Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board establish a moratorium on the use of glyphosate in all land and
water resource management activities carried out by the Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board or its agents and contractors;

Whereas, On October 17, 2018, the MPRB resolved to direct staff to establish a Technical and
Community Advisory Committee with the charge of researching viable alternatives to
glyphosate and other toxic pesticides throughout the system and to assist and advise the MPRB
in transitioning towards pesticide free resource management alternatives;

Whereas, On October 17, 2018, the MPRB resolved that the Technical and Community Advisory
Committee make its first report back to the Board of Commissioners no later than April 3, 2019
with an initial set of recommended practices and potential modifications to the Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board's Integrated Pest Management Plan;

Whereas, On October 17, 2018, the MPRB resolved that the established public notification and
application process be followed to recruit applications from the community and that the
composition of the Technical and Community Advisory Committee be as follows, with members
serving a two-year term:

-Nine community members to be appointed by each Commissioner, and

-Six technical experts to be nominated by the Assistant Superintendent of
Environmental Stewardship and confirmed by the Board of Commissioners; and

Whereas, The established public notification and application process has been completed;

Whereas, The Assistant Superintendent of Environmental Stewardship nominated and the
Board Approved the following six technical experts; Alex Roth, Brian Horgan, Simba Blood,
James Calkins, Vera Krischik, and John Mackenzie November 28, 2019;

Whereas, Brian Horgan resigned from the Committee at the end of August 2019;

Whereas, The established public notification and application process has been completed
again;
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Whereas, The Assistant Superintendent of Environmental Stewardship has nominated Thomas
Oas; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate," "Recreation
that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense of community," "Dynamic parks
that shape city character and meet diverse community needs," and "A safe place to play,
recreate, contemplate, and celebrate;"

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners confirm Thomas Oas as the staff appointment to
the Pesticide Advisory Committee; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Minneapolis Park and Recreation BoardTO:

Jeremy Barrick, Assistant Superintendent for Environmental StewardFROM:

January 22, 2020DATE:

Resolution Confirming the Staff Appointment of Thomas Oas to the Pesticide Advisory
Committee

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This action considers confirmation of Thomas Oas as a staff appointment to the Pesticide
Advisory Committee to replace Brian Horgan.
On October 17, 2018, the MPRB resolved that on January 1, 2019, the Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board (MPRB) establish a moratorium on the use of glyphosate in all land and water
resource management activities carried out by the MPRB or its agents and contractors.
Furthermore, the MPRB resolved to direct staff to establish a Technical and Community
Advisory Committee with the charge of researching viable alternatives to glyphosate and other
toxic pesticides throughout the system and to assist and advise the MPRB in transitioning
towards pesticide free resource management alternatives.

Through the established public notification and application process applications from the
community and the composition of the committee be as follows, with members serving a two-

year term:

-Nine community members to be appointed by each Commissioner, and

-Six technical experts to be nominated by the Assistant Superintendent of
Environmental Stewardship and confirmed by the Board of Commissioners; and

A public notification and application process for the committee has been established and the
Assistant Superintendent of Environmental Stewardship nominated, and the Board approved
the following six technical experts: Alex Roth, Brian Horgan, Simba Blood, James Calkins, Vera
Krischik, and John Mackenzie.

All members continue to serve except for Brian Horgan, whom resigned from the Committee at
the end of August 2019. The established public notification and application process was
followed again to solicit new members and the Assistant Superintendent of Environmental
Stewardship has nominated Thomas Oas.
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Thomas Oas is a retired Medical Doctor trained in environmental health, toxicology of
chemicals, and epidemiology, with a Master Degree in Public Health and certified by the
American Board of Preventative Medicine in public health and preventative medicine.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners confirm the six staff appointments to the
Glyphosate and Integrated Pest Management Technical and Community Advisory Committee:
Alex Roth, Brian Horgan,Simba Blood, James Calkins, Vera Krischik, and John Mackenzie.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 1:
Goal:

Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate
Sound management techniques provide healthy, diverse, and sustainable
natural resources.

Vision Theme 2: Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a
sense of community.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.
Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.

Goal:

Vision Theme 4: A safe place to play, recreate, contemplate, and celebrate.

Prepared By: Jeremy Barrick, Assistant Superintendent for Environmental Steward,Operation
Services
Review:
Jeremy BarrickCompleted
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Al Bangoura Completed
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

01/16/2020 11:51AM
01/16/2020 11:54 AM

01/16/2020 12:28 PM
Pending 01/22/2020 5:00 PM
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