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Resolution 2019-421

Resolution Approving One-Year Contracts Effective January 1, 2020 with Rice, Michels
& Walther, LLP in the Amount Not to Exceed $85,000 and Tom Workman in the Amount
Not to Exceed $30,000 for Lobbyist Services

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (“MPRB”) is authorized to contract with
public and private entities;

Whereas, The MPRB has deemed it is in the best interest of the organization to be
professionally represented at the state and federal legislative levels;

Whereas, The MPRB has identified professional lobbyists for state and federal level lobbying
who have represented the interests of the organization well and wish to continue those
professional relationships for the period of January 1, 2020 - December 31, 2020; and

Whereas, Funding for these contracts is in the Superintendent’s Recommended 2020 Park
Board budget;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve one-year contracts effective January 1,
2020 with Rice, Michels & Walther, LLP in the amount not to exceed $85,000 and Tom Workman
in the amount not to exceed $30,000 for lobbyist services; and

RESOLVED, That the President and Secretary of the Board are authorized to take all necessary
administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Legislative & Intergovernmental Committee

FROM: Al Bangoura, Superintendent

DATE: December 18, 2019

SUBJECT: Resolution Approving One-Year Contracts Effective January 1, 2020 with Rice, Michels &

Walther, LLP in the Amount Not to Exceed $85,000 and Tom Workman in the Amount
Not to Exceed $30,000 for Lobbyist Services

BACKGROUND

The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board annually enlists the services of lobbyists to
represent the interests of the Park Board at the State legislative level. This action considersing
the lobbying service contracts for 2020.

The Board appoints a Legislative Committee made up of five members of the Board who
recommend the legislative agenda for the Park Board and oversee and manage the work of the
lobbyists with the Superintendent.

The leadership of the Board, the Legislative Committee and the Superintendent has identified
two groups to represent the Park Board at the state level; with each group bringing extensive
knowledge and experience to successfully represent the interests of the Park Board. Rice,
Michels & Walther, LLP and Tom Workman are recommended to represent the interests of the
Park Board at the state level.

Funding for these lobbyist contracts is in the Superintendent’s Recommended 2020 Park Board
budget.

RECOMMENDATION

The Superintendent recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve one-year contracts
effective January 1, 2020 with Rice, Michels & Walther, LLP in the amount not to exceed $85,000;
and Tom Workman in the amount not to exceed $30,000 for lobbyist services.

This action is supported by the following values statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Value Statements: Independence and Focus

Independence allows the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board to focus
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on providing and obtaining the resources necessary to accomplish it
mission and form effective, responsible partnerships.

The semi-autonomous governing structure of the Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board guarantees strong, ongoing advocacy for the parks
system. By continuing this governing structure, the Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board will maintain its focus on permanently preserving and
protecting the parks for future generations.

ATTACHMENTS:
° Attachment A - Workman Lobby Contract 2020 (PDF)
° Attachment B - RMW Lobby Contract 2020 (PDF)

Prepared By: Pamela Gokemeijer, Intergovernmental Relations Administrator, Office of the

Superintendent
Review:
Jennifer Ringold

Completed  12/08/2019 7:42 PM

Al Bangoura Completed 12/09/2019 5:21 PM
Legislative & Intergovernmental Committee Pending 12/18/2019 5:10 PM
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