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Resolution 2019-387

Resolution Accepting the Non-Appointed Citizen Advisory Committee
Recommendations and Approving a Concept Plan for Park Improvements at Bassett's

Creek Park

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is a steward of the Minneapolis
parks;

Whereas, The MPRB has allocated $525,000 for the park improvements at Bassett's Creek Park
to be funded through the MPRB Capital Improvement Program;

Whereas, Per the Community Engagement Plan for Bassett's Creek Park Improvements Project,
a non-appointed Community Advisory Committee (CAC) was employed and given the charge to
provide design recommendations for park improvements aligned with the North Service Area
Master Plan;

Whereas, The Board of Commissioners desires broad and representative stakeholder
involvement in decision making when constructing or redeveloping park facilities;

Whereas, A community engagement process, which included meetings with the Harrison
Neighborhood Association's Community Development Committee, two open houses at
Harrison Recreation Center, and two online surveys, has been conducted to fulfill the CAC
charge;

Whereas, Community members have guided the design recommendations resulting in a
concept plan for park improvements at Bassett's Creek Park;

Whereas, The concept plan for the park improvements aligns with the North Service Area
Master Plan;

Whereas, The MPRB design team has refined the concept plans to balance community input
and priorities and internal staff input, as well as project budget parameters; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs";

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners accepts the non-appointed Community Advisory
Committee recommendations and approves the concept plan for park improvements at
Bassett's Creek Park; and

RESOLVED,That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Planning CommitteeTO:

Michael Schroeder,FROM:

December 4, 2019DATE:

Resolution Accepting the Non-Appointed Citizen Advisory Committee Recommendations
and Approving a Concept Plan for Park Improvements at Bassett 's Creek Park

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This resolution considers the acceptance of the non-appointed Community Advisory Committee
recommendations and approval of the concept plan for park improvements at Bassett's Creek
Park. All improvements were proposed as part of the 2018 Capital Improvement Program (CIP)
in the amount of $525,000.00, including 2017 and 2018 NPP20 funding and parkland dedication
fees. Adopting this resolution will approve and accept the concept plan (Attachment A ) for park
improvements and allow the project to continue to final design.

Bassett's Creek Park is a neighborhood park which straddles the Bryn Mawr Neighborhood and
the Harrison neighborhood in North Minneapolis. The park is located along its namesake
Bassett Creek and extends from Morgan Avenue North west to Upton Avenue South and from
Chestnut Avenue to about Inglewood Avenue North. This project focuses on the Harrison
Neighborhood side of the creek. Last year, a similar project was completed on the Bryn Mawr
Neighborhood side of the creek.

The 2019 North Service Area Master Plan (NSAMP) process involved the community heavily and
produced a well-rounded neighborhood park master plan for Bassett's Creek Park. This project
takes the master plan further and prioritizes the master plan's improvements for construction
in 2020. Elements noted by the community as top priorities include: improved access to the
creek, naturalized areas and native plantings, new loop trails, new and refreshed sidewalks,
new play equipment and refreshed play area, and a new picnic shelter amongst other things.

The existing play area along Morgan Avenue was built in 1990, is in poor condition, and does
not meet current safety standards. The play area and picnic facilities do not meet current
accessibility standards. The park has a lot of potential to be an enjoyable place to visit and
play. A great deal of this potential is due to the park's proximity to water. East of Penn
Avenue, the park is located directly adjacent to Bassett Creek, though it is choked off from the
park by invasive plants with no formal access to the creek's edge.

The improvements project takes full advantage of the park's potential and incorporates
meaningful access to the creek making it an integral part of the park. A new picnic shelter will
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sit above the creek with views to the play area on one side and views of the creek on the other.
The creek theme crosses over into the play area which uses natural play equipment materials,
native plantings at its edges, a "creek" path playfully linking various play elements and
integrates well within the existing tree canopy.

The idea of adding a dog run, or a small dog park, to the area just west of Penn Avenue at the
south end of Queen Avenue was brought forward by the community and supported by the
North Service Area Master Plan. According to this project's survey, the dog park is less of a
priority than the six items mentioned above but will be considered for construction if funding
allows.
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

The community engagement for this project builds of the wealth of engagement from the
recently approved North Service Area Master Plan (NSAMP). During Summer and Fall 2019, the
project's design team hosted two open houses at Harrison Recreation Center, conducted two
online surveys, and attended two meetings with the Harrison Neighborhood Association's
Community Development Committee. The first open house introduced the project and asked
for input regarding the prioritization of the many elements approved within the North Service
Area Master Plan. The open house and the first online survey helped narrow down what
elements of the master plan the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) should
construct in 2020. A draft of the concept plan was presented at the second open house, in
conjunction with a second online survey, where attendees weighed in on how the park design
matched their priorities, how the design might look, and what play equipment would be fun to
include. The second survey included a section asking kids and their caregivers to weigh in on
what they think would be fun and interesting to include in the play area's design. The big
winners were "natural obstacle course," "sliding down hills," and "climbing and bouldering" and
constructed out of natural play materials. These are the core elements of the play area's design
and will be coupled with many other play elements to ensure a well-rounded and fun
experience for all kids. Two attempts were made in late October to conduct an intercept survey
of visitors to the nearby Theodore Wirth Park Beach Play Area to gather input regarding the
play equipment, however no visitors were at the play area during those times. Throughout the
planning process, the design team met with internal MPRB staff to ensure the improvements
are safe, aligned with staff capacities, and consistent with materials and elements used in other
parks.

Detailed design will be underway shortly with anticipated construction of the new park
improvements beginning in Spring/Summer 2020 and completion in Fall 2020. Attachment
A includes an existing conditions graphic and master plan graphic from the NSAMP as well as an
overall concept plan for this project and a closer view of the play area and picnic area near
Morgan Avenue.

FUNDING/COST SUMMARY
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$525,000.00Sources
2017 NPP20 (Balance of previous Bassett's Creek Park
project) $15,874.00

$500,000,0002018 NPP20
Park Dedication Fees 9,126.00

$64,600.00Uses
Staff time, community engagement and other
miscellaneous fees, and administrative costs. $18,000.00
Concept design, design development, and construction
administration fee $39,100.00

$7,500.00Topographic Survey

$460,400.00Balance available for construction

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners accept the non-appointed Community
Advisory Committee recommendations and approve the concept plan for park improvements at
Bassett's Creek Park.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan:

Vision Theme 3:
Goal:

Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs.
Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.

HISTORY:

11/20/19 Planning Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment A - Bassett's Creek Park Improvements Project Concept (PDF)

Prepared By: Tyler Pederson,,Design and Project Management
Review:
Cindy Anderson Completed
Cliff Swenson Skipped
Michael Schroeder Completed
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Al Bangoura Completed
Planning Committee Completed

11/06/2019 2:38 PM
11/11/2019 12:41PM

11/11/2019 12:41PM
11/11/20191:56 PM

11/11/2019 4:20 PM
11/20/2019 5:40 PM
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Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 12/04/2019 5:00 PM
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