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Resolution 2019-386

Resolution Urging the Minneapolis City Council to Pass the Proposed Bring Your Own
Bag Ordinance in Order to Reduce the Amount of Pollution in Our Air, Parks, and

Waterways

Whereas,The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board ("MPRB") is the steward of the
Minneapolis Park System;

Whereas, The Minneapolis City Council is considering a "Bring Your Own Bag" ordinance that
would establish a 5-cent fee on single-use paper and plastic bags;

Whereas, Single-use bags are a major source of litter in Minneapolis parks and waterways,
causing significant harm to wildlife and diminishing the aesthetic beauty of our parks;

Whereas, Bags that are properly disposed of in Minneapolis get burned at the downtown HERC,
which creates air pollution that disproportionately harms low-income communities of color;

Whereas, Plastic bags are an enormous burden to recycling facilities because they wrap around
the sorting machines, forcing the facilities to shut down several times a day;

Whereas, After Washington, D.C. established a similar Bring Your Own Bag ordinance in 2010,
single-use bag consumption fell by 50-70%, and bag litter discovered in waterways fell by 72%;
and

Whereas, After San Jose, CA established their Bring Your Own Bag ordinance, subsequent litter
surveys found an 89% reduction of bag litter in the storm drain system, a 60% reduction of bag
litter in creeks and rivers, and a 59% reduction of bag litter in streets and neighborhoods;

RESOLVED, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board urges the Minneapolis City Council to
pass the proposed Bring Your Own Bag ordinance in order to reduce the amount of pollution in
our air, parks, and waterways; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Legislative & Intergovernmental CommitteeTO:

Emily Rousseau,FROM:

December 4, 2019DATE:

Resolution Urging the Minneapolis City Council to Pass the Proposed Bring Your Own
Bag Ordinance in Order to Reduce the Amount of Pollution in Our Air, Parks, and
Waterways

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This action considers supporting the Bring Your Own Bag ordinance that is being considered by
the City of Minneapolis City Council. Bring Your Own Bag ordinance that would establish a 5-

cent fee on single-use paper and plastic bags. See Attachment A for details on the proposed
ordinance.

RECOMMENDATION

HISTORY:

11/20/19 Legislative & Intergovernmental Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment A _ BYO Bag Handout 11-1-19 (PDF)

Prepared By: Jennifer Ringold, Deputy Superintendent,Support Services Group
Review:
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Al Bangoura Completed
Legislative & Intergovernmental Committee Completed 11/20/2019 5:10 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 12/04/2019 5:00 PM

11/15/2019 4:22 PM
11/15/2019 4:23 PM

11/15/2019 7:09 PM
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