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Resolution 2019-369

Resolution Approving a UV Filter and Structure Easement and a Stormwater Reuse
Agreement with the Mississippi Watershed Management Organization at the Site
Currently But Not Permanently Known as Towerside Park

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is authorized to contract with
public and private entities in the performance of its duties;

Whereas, MPRB adopted the East of the River Park Master Plan, which identifies a proposed
park in the Towerside District of the Prospect Park neighborhood north of 4th Street Southeast
and east of 29th Avenue Southeast;

Whereas, MPRB, the Mississippi Watershed Management Organization (MWMO), and Prospect
Park Properties (PPP) share responsibility for improving environmental quality and access to
green space within the Towerside Innovation District and the MWMO’s Watershed within the
City of Minneapolis, and these entities also recognize the benefit of working in close
partnership at the intersection of the vision and mission of the respective organizations;

Whereas, MPRB, MWMO, and PPP entered into a Memorandum of Understanding around
green space ownership, development, design, programming, and management in the
Towerside Innovation District with a shared commitment to innovation in sustainability, design,
and programming that was approved by MPRB Board of Commissioners on November 29, 2017;

Whereas, MPRB and Prospect Park’s Promise entered into a purchase agreement allowing the
MPRB acquire an improved park in Towerside in July 2019;

Whereas, Prospect Park’s Promise is building a park according to MPRB specifications;

Whereas, MWMO is one of several partners (Owners) that has developed a district stormwater
system adjacent to the new proposed park;

Whereas, Pursuant to the Partial Release of Stormwater Management Declaration and
Easement Agreement, the Owners and MWMO have released the property, which will be
acquired by MPRB, from all obligations of the District Stormwater Agreement;

Whereas, The Owners and the MWMO wish to obtain a permanent easement on a portion of
the MPRB future property on which an ultraviolet stormwater filtration treatment system with
underground electric and water lines and a treatment shed and pavilion will be constructed
according to the agreed upon plans and specifications;
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Whereas, MWMO has financed and administered the design and construction of a pavilion
structure on the proposed parkland for park use that will house the ultraviolet stormwater
filtration system for the adjacent stormwater park;

Whereas, MWMO will provide the long-term capital improvements to the structure and MPRB
will provide the seasonal maintenance to the structure;

Whereas, In exchange for the MPRB Easement, the MWMO has agreed to allocate to the MPRB
Excess Capacity from the District Stormwater System and waive the fees related to the MPRB’s
reuse of water from the District Stormwater System;

Whereas, The MPRB will have a potable backup water source during times when there is no
treated water available for reuse; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan which
envisions “Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs;” and

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves a UV Filter and Structure Easement and
a Stormwater Reuse Agreement with the Mississippi Watershed Management Organization at

the site currently but not permanently known as Towerside Park; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Planning Committee

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: November 6, 2019

SUBJECT: Resolution Approving a UV Filter and Structure Easement and a Stormwater Reuse

Agreement with the Mississippi Watershed Management Organization at the Site
Currently But Not Permanently Known as Towerside Park

BACKGROUND

This resolution considers approving two Agreements between the Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board (MPRB) and the Mississippi Watershed Management Organization (MWMO):
a UV Filter and Structure Easement and a Stormwater Reuse Agreement. These agreements
represent a next step in the ongoing role of the MPRB in the Towerside Innovation District
planning effort, building from the Memorandum of Understanding with the Prospect Park
Properties and MWMO in Towerside Innovation District in 2017. The MPRB-adopted East of the
River Park Master Plan proposes new parkland in the Towerside Innovation District, and this
proposed park is the first step in implementing that vision. MWMO has been an important
partner in the development of the parkland as a design, advocacy, and funding partner with
MPRB.

There is a district stormwater site that captures and treats stormwater for six developments in
the Towerside District that is adjacent to the park of which MWMO is a key partner. The district
stormwater partnership’s next step is to install a UV filter for the district system that will bring
the water quality to a standard that can be used for irrigation in the district. It will use the
captured stormwater in a safe and sustainable way in the district. The owners have offered the
MPRB access to the treated water free of charge and have funded a picnic pavilion (Attachment
C) and storage unit in the park in exchange for housing the UV filter on the site. The agreements
establish the easement and terms for maintenance of the structure. (Attachment A and B)

FUNDING/COST SUMMARY
The Agreement carries no financial commitment on the part of the MPRB.
Due to an issue of timing and the upcoming proposed November closing of Towerside Park,

staff requests the Board of Commissioners review and approve this action at Committee and
full Board at the November 6, 2019 meeting.
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The agreements have been reviewed and approved by legal counsel as to form and content.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of a UV Filter and Structure Easement and a Stormwater Reuse
Agreement with the Mississippi Watershed Management Organization at the site currently but

not permanently known as Towerside Park.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020

Comprehensive Plan:

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.

Goal: Parks shape and evolving city.

Goal: Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on

sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.

ATTACHMENTS:
. Attachment A - MWMO and MPRB Stormwater Reuse and Easement Agreement (PDF)
° Attachment B - District Stormwater Owner Agreement Amendment (PDF)

. Attachment C - Towerside Reuse Structure Design ~ (PDF)

Prepared By: Carrie Christensen, Senior Planner, Strategic Planning
Review:

Cindy Anderson Completed  10/24/2019 3:06 PM

Adam Arvidson Completed  10/24/2019 6:41 PM

Michael Schroeder Completed  10/25/2019 9:46 PM

Jennifer Ringold Completed  10/27/2019 1:12 PM

Al Bangoura Completed 10/30/2019 8:33 AM
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