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Resolution 2019-348

Resolution Approving a Neighborhood Revitalization Program Action Plan Project
Funding Agreement with Lowry Hill Neighborhood Association to Contribute $300,000
Towards the Reconstruction of Seven Pools Fountain, a Component of Thomas Lowry

Park

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities;

Whereas, The MPRB owns and operates Thomas Lowry Park as a neighborhood park within the
Minneapolis park system;

Whereas, Seven Pools Fountain is primary feature of Thomas Lowry Park, one that has existed
since the park was first created and one that requires significant investment;

Whereas, A direction for the future of Thomas Lowry Park, as demonstrated in the yet-to-be
approved Southwest Service Area Master Plan, shows the perpetuation of Seven Pools
Fountain;

Whereas, Funding from traditional sources for neighborhood park capital improvements or
rehabilitation at Thomas Lowry Park will not be available for several years;

Whereas, The Lowry Hill Neighborhood Association has offered $300,000 from its Phase Il
Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NRP) Action Plan to support improvements to Seven
Pools Fountain;

Whereas, The Friends of Thomas Lowry Park entered into a fundraising agreement with the
MPRB through Resolution 2019-211, wherein the group committed to raising $125,000;

Whereas, In combination with MPRB funds related to rehabilitation of park features, funding
from the Lowry Hill Neighborhood Association and the Friends of Thomas Lowry Park is
believed to be sufficient to support the reconstruction of Seven Pools Fountain; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs;”

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves a Neighborhood Revitalization Program
Action Plan Project Funding Agreement with Lowry Hill Neighborhood Association to contribute
$300,000 towards the reconstruction of Seven Pools Fountain, a component of Thomas Lowry
Park;
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RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Administration & Finance Committee

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: November 6, 2019

SUBJECT: Resolution Approving a Neighborhood Revitalization Program Action Plan Project

Funding Agreement with Lowry Hill Neighborhood Association to Contribute $300,000
Towards the Reconstruction of Seven Pools Fountain, a Component of Thomas Lowry
Park

BACKGROUND

This resolution would approve a Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NRP) Action Plan
Project Funding Agreement (see Attachment A) between the Lowry Hill Neighborhood
Association, the City of Minneapolis (the City), and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation
(MPRB), allowing the neighborhood association to contribute and the MPRB to accept $300,000
toward the reconstruction of Seven Pools Fountain, part of Thomas Lowry Park within the
Minneapolis neighborhood park system. The neighborhood association’s funds would be
combined with at least $125,000 raised by the Friends of Thomas Lowry Park (according to an
agreement approved by the Board of Commissioners through Resolution 2019-211) and MPRB
funds rehabilitation funds.

Thomas Lowry Park includes several features that are unique in the Minneapolis park system,
including a pergola, brick walkways, and extensive landscaping. The centerpiece of Thomas
Lowry Park is Seven Pools Fountain, a graceful cascade of water through seven basins, which
was constructed in 1924 following a design created by Phelps Wyman. The MPRB has directed
significant attention to perpetuating the Seven Pools Fountain but its age makes even annual
operations and maintenance difficult. Mechanical systems have aged, and water loss through
defects in the basins and cascades can be significant.

The Friends of Thomas Lowry Park engaged a consultant to assess the features of Thomas
Lowry Park (see Attachment B). That assessment revealed or confirmed many deficiencies,
including those related to Seven Pools Fountain. The assessment suggested methods of repair
or restoration and framed likely costs for the work, with those costs being significant and
beyond the capacity of the MPRB until such time as the park is due funding under NPP20.
However, the metrics for Thomas Lowry Park suggest it would be one of the last parks in the
system to receive funding. Given that it might be eight years or longer before funds
adequate to repair or restore park features would be available and recognizing the degrading
state of the Seven Pools Fountain, the commitment by the Friends of Thomas Lowry Park to
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raise funds to restore or repair the Seven Pools Fountain and the contribution of NRP funds
through this resolution is most opportune.

Thomas Lowry Park is part of the Southwest Service Area and is addressed in the Southwest
Service Area Master Plan. The directions for the park indicate, as demonstrated in the Master
Plan, that the unique features of the park would be retained. While the Southwest Service Area
Master Plan has not been finalized, this action is premised upon the Community Advisory
Council’s (CAC) recommendation that the unique features of Thomas Lowry Park, including the
Seven Pools Fountain, be perpetuated.

Acceptance of this agreement with Lowry Hill Neighborhood Association and the $300,000 from

its NRP Action Plan Project Funding is a key step in funding the reconstruction of the Seven
Pools Fountain.
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RECOMMENDATION

8.B.1

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve a Neighborhood Revitalization
Program Action Plan Project Funding Agreement with Lowry Hill Neighborhood Association to
contribute $300,000 towards the reconstruction of Seven Pools Fountain, a component of

Thomas Lowry Park.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020

Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs
Goal: Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on

sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.

Goal: Financially independent and sustainable parks prosper.
HISTORY:

10/16/19 Administration & Finance Committee

ATTACHMENTS:

. Attachment A - Neighborhood Revitalization Plan Project Agreement - Thomas Lowry Park Seven Pools Fountain

. Attachment B - Thomas Lowry Park 2018 Conditional Assessment Report - Seven Pools Project ~ (PDF)

Prepared By: Michael Schroeder,, Design and Project Management
Review:

Cindy Anderson Completed  10/07/2019 11:02 AM

Cliff Swenson Completed  10/07/2019 5:55 AM

Michael Schroeder = Completed  10/07/2019 8:41 AM

Jennifer Ringold Completed  10/07/2019 11:30 AM

Al Bangoura Completed 10/08/2019 9:11 AM

Administration & Finance Committee Completed  10/16/2019 5:40 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 11/06/2019 5:00 PM
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