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Minneapolis
Park& Recreation Board

Resolution 2018-279

Approving a Use Agreement with Marketing Minneapolis, LLC (MMLLC) to Operate a
Skating Rink at Loring Park, Beginning on October 1, 2018.

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the Minneapolis park
system;

Whereas, The MPRB is authorized to contract with public and private entities in the conduct of its
functions;

Whereas, The Park Board is the owner of certain land and recreational facilities commonly known as
Loring Park a Neighborhood Park (Loring) which is open year-round to provide both summer and winter
activities to park patrons;

Whereas, In the past, the Park Board and the MMLLC have worked together to bring winter
programming to Loring;

Whereas, The Park Board and the MMLLC wish to enter into a use agreement whereby the MMLLC
would operate and manage the skating rink at Loring on behalf of the MPRB;

Whereas, The term of the agreement shall be for one (1) operating season, beginning October 1, 2018
and expiring May 15, 2019;

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which envisions
"Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense of community;"

RESOLVED,That the Board of Commissioners approve a use agreement with Marketing Minneapolis, LLC
(MMLLC) to operate a skating rink at Loring Park, beginning on October 1, 2018; and

RESOLVED,That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take all
necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Administration & Finance CommitteeTO:

Jennifer Ringold, Deputy SuperintendentFROM:

September 12, 2018DATE:

Approving a Use Agreement with Marketing Minneapolis, LLC (MMLLC) to Operate a
Skating Rink at Loring Park, Beginning on October 1, 2018.

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This action considers having Marketing Minneapolis, LLC (MMLLC) provide a refrigerated rink at
Loring through a use agreement with the MPRB (Attachment A ).
In October of 2015 MMLLC approached the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB)
about hosting the Holidazzle in Loring Park during the winter of 2015-2016 due to the extended
construction season on Nicollet in downtown Minneapolis. The MPRB issued MMLLC a permit
to conduct the event in Loring Park which included a refrigerated rink. The rink was only
refrigerated during the Holidazzle time period which ended in late December. For the
remainder of the season, the rink was chilled with the elements and the refrigeration unit
removed.
In 2016 MPRB staff entered into a pilot agreement with MMLLC for two years to operate
Holidazzle and Mpls WinterSkate at Loring Park. MMLLC invested $133,000 in permanent
electrical upgrades to the park to reduce the need for generators. The skating rink was
refrigerated the entire skating season starting in mid-November and running into the first
weekend in March.
Over the past seasons, concerns around the chiller sound level and aesthetic in the park were
identified. MMLLC has been working with independent firms on further sound mitigation and a
series of meetings with concerned neighbors has brought recommended solutions to chiller
placement and aesthetics for 2018.
Mpls WinterSkate has been a successful program in Loring Park in partnership with MPRB and
MMLLC. For three consecutive seasons, Mpls WinterSkate has provided free outdoor skating
and complimentary skate rentals to the community, welcoming a diverse population. In
addition to being open seven days a week, with a heated warming house, Mpls WinterSkate
hosts about 50 free community events and free skating lessons for all ages and abilities. The
attendance is as follows:

• 2015-2016 - skaters not tracked
• 2016-2017 - 10,500 skaters
• 2017-2018 - 23,880 skaters, 250,000 visitors
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This agreement has been reviewed by legal counsel.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve a use agreement with Marketing
Minneapolis, LLC (MMLLC) to operate a skating rink at Loring Park, beginning on October 1,
2018

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense
of community

Vision Theme 2:

Goal: People play, learn, and develop a greater capacity to enjoy life.

HISTORY:

09/05/18 Administration & Finance Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

ATTACHMENT A - WinterSkate Rink Agreement (PDF)

Prepared By: Annie Olson, Manager Support Services, Customer Service
Review:

08/23/2018 4:18 PM
08/29/2018 12:08 PM

08/29/2018 12:09 PM
Administration & Finance Committee Completed
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending

Annie Olson Completed
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Mary Merrill Completed

09/05/2018 5:40 PM
09/12/2018 7:00 PM
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