8.B.2

Resolution 2018-260

Resolution Approving the Project Agreement Between the Animal Humane Society of
Hennepin County, the City of Golden Valley, and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board for the Development of a Concept for an Off-Leash Recreation Area at Theodore

Wirth Regional Park

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
Parks;

Whereas, The MPRB owns and operates Theodore Wirth Regional Park in the cities of
Minneapolis and Golden Valley;

Whereas, A master plan for Theodore Wirth Regional Park was approved by the Board of
Commissioners on March 4, 2015 through Resolution 2015-133;

Whereas, The master plan includes direction related to the establishment of an off-leash
recreation area within the park;

Whereas, The Animal Humane Society of Hennepin County owns and operates a facility
abutting Theodore Wirth Regional Park and desires to create an off-leash facility with a focus on
animal training and enhancing human-animal bonds on its property;

Whereas, The City of Golden Valley, through its Park and Recreation Department, has identified
a need for off-leash recreation areas to serve its community, has indicated a location as
proposed in the master plan for Theodore Wirth Regional Park would serve, in part, the City of
Golden Valley’s needs, and owns lands adjacent to the Animal Humane Society of Hennepin
County and proximate to Theodore Wirth Regional Park;

Whereas, The Animal Humane Society of Hennepin County, the City of Golden Valley, and the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board have recognized an opportunity to collaborate on the
development of a concept for the off-leash recreation area as part of Theodore Wirth Regional
Park, and have indicated a mutual interest in collaborating to frame advancements in the
programmatic, functional, and social aspects of an off-lease recreation area and have stated a
strong interest in developing such a facility on the area proposed in the Wirth Master Plan and,
possibly, in part on properties owned by the Animal Humane Society of Hennepin County and
the City of Golden Valley;

Whereas, The Animal Humane Society of Hennepin County, the City of Golden Valley, and the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board desire to enter into an agreement for the mutual
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benefit of all parties for cooperative action related to the development of a concept for an off-
leash recreation area within and adjacent to Theodore Wirth Regional Park; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs;”

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves the Project Agreement between the
Animal Humane Society of Hennepin County, the City of Golden Valley, and the Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board for the development of a concept for an off-leash recreation area at
Theodore Wirth Regional Park; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Administration & Finance Committee

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: September 5, 2018

SUBJECT: Resolution Approving the Project Agreement Between the Animal Humane Society of

Hennepin County, the City of Golden Valley, and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board for the Development of a Concept for an Off-Leash Recreation Area at Theodore
Wirth Regional Park

BACKGROUND

This action approves the Project Agreement between the Animal Humane Society of Hennepin
County, the City of Golden Valley, and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board for the
development of a concept for an off-leash recreation area at Theodore Wirth Regional Park.
The agreement (see Attachment A) focuses on the creation of a concept for the facility and
does not commit the parties to its implementation.

In March 2015, the Board of Commissioners approved a master plan for Theodore Wirth
Regional Park. A part of the master plan addresses the creation of an off-leash recreation area
in a location proximate to properties owned and operated by the Animal Humane Society of
Hennepin County and the City of Golden Valley (see Attachment B). MPRB staff and
representatives of the Animal Humane Society of Hennepin County and the City of Golden
Valley have discussed each party’s needs and goals and have recognized a mutual interest in
advancing a concept for an off-leash recreation area, at a minimum, as posed in the Theodore
Wirth Regional Park master plan, as supported by the CAC (see Attachment C), and perhaps
occupying portions of properties owned by the Animal Humane Society of Hennepin County
and the City of Golden Valley. Further, the parties have indicated a strong interest in advancing
the design of an off-leash recreation area that explores opportunities related to the
programming, functional, and social aspects of an off-leash recreation area, including especially
methods of enhancing human-animal bonds.

The Project Agreement commits the parties to the preparation of a concept, including
necessary research and community engagement, using staff resources. The Project Agreement
does not commit any party to funding or to implementation of an approved concept. Should
this effort result in a supported concept, the parties will prepare an expansion of the Project
Agreement directed to activities aligned with final design, permitting, funding, and
implementation.
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MPRB staff, with approval of the Project Agreement, will prepare a Community Engagement
Plan supporting the development of a concept for the off-leash recreation area. The
Community Engagement Plan will include all parties and will reach to stakeholders in
Minneapolis and Golden Valley.

MPRB legal counsel has reviewed and approved the Project Agreement as to form and legality.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of the Project Agreement between the Animal Humane Society of
Hennepin County, the City of Golden Valley, and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board for
the development of a concept for an off-leash recreation area at Theodore Wirth Regional Park.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan:

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse
community needs.

Goal: Parks shape an evolving city.

Goal: Park facility renewal and development respects history and

focuses on sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.

HISTORY:
08/15/18 Administration & Finance Committee ADOPTED
ATTACHMENTS:

. Attachment A - Off-leash recreation area, Theodore Wirth Regional Park, Project Agreement, 20180730 (PDF)

° Attachment B - Off-leash Recreation Area, site location diagram (PDF)
° Attachment C - CAC PowerPoint, Wirth Park dog park(PDF)

Prepared By: Michael Schroeder,, Planning Services
Review:

Michael Schroeder Completed 07/30/2018 3:43 PM
Mary Merrill Completed  08/04/2018 5:46 PM

Administration & Finance Committee Completed  08/15/2018 5:20 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 09/05/2018 5:00 PM
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