8.B.1

Resolution 2018-259

Resolution Approving the Covenants and Agreement with the Friends of Eloise Butler
Wildflower Garden for the Construction of the Second Phase of the Boardwalk through
Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden at Theodore Wirth Regional Park

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the Minneapolis
park system;

Whereas, The MPRB encourages the solicitation and acceptance of gifts that will help the
furtherance of its mission;

Whereas, The MPRB has successfully installed Phase One of the boardwalk through the
wetlands within Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden at Theodore Wirth Regional Park, and has won
a design award for the work;

Whereas, The Friends of Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden (Friends Group) expresses interest in
donating and constructing the second phase of the boardwalk through the wetlands within
Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden at Theodore Wirth Regional Park;

Whereas, The agreement drafted by MPRB staff proposes the terms, conditions and covenants
of the installation and donation of the phase two boardwalk improvements within Eloise Butler
Wildflower Garden at Theodore Wirth Regional Park; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan which
envisions “Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs” and
“urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate;”

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves the covenants and agreement with the
Friends of Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden for the Construction of the Second Phase of the
Boardwalk through Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden at Theodore Wirth Regional Park; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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8.B.1

TO: Administration & Finance Committee

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: September 5, 2018

SUBJECT: Resolution Approving the Covenants and Agreement with the Friends of Eloise Butler

Wildflower Garden for the Construction of the Second Phase of the Boardwalk through
Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden at Theodore Wirth Regional Park

BACKGROUND

This action considers acceptance of the terms and conditions laid out in an agreement
(Attachment A) with the Friends of Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden (Friends Group) for the
construction of the Second Phase of the Boardwalk through Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden at
Theodore Wirth Regional Park.

In 2016, the first phase of the boardwalk was installed. It was a great success and won a design
award from the Minnesota Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects.

The Friends Group will contract with a local manufacturer and designer of boardwalk systems
and have the boardwalk segments built and delivered to the park. The MPRB will solicit quotes
from local contractors in the Target Market Program for the onsite assembly and construction
of the boardwalk segments and will also coordinate and oversee the construction.

The MPRB will maintain and own the boardwalk after the construction is complete. The
boardwalk is a high-quality design and manufactured of durable materials. The lumber is locally
sourced from ash trees.

The Friends Group will be fully responsible for the cost of boardwalk framework and the
installation of the whole boardwalk; the decking lumber was purchased in Fall 2017 using MPRB
funding. The installation will take a few weeks, and only this section of trail will be closed; the
rest of the garden will remain open. There should be minimal disturbance to the park and its
visitors. The likely timeframe for construction will be early fall.

The covenants and agreement document has been reviewed and approved by legal counsel as
to form and legality.

Staff requests this item be brought before the Administrative and Finance Committee and to
the full Board in the same meeting to ensure a Fall construction timeline is met.
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8.B.1

SOURCES AND USES

The Friends Group will cover the complete cost to fabricate, deliver and install the second
phase of the boardwalk at Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden. Per the agreement with the
Friends Group, any costs incurred by the MPRB will be completely reimbursed by the Friends
Group.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of the covenants and agreement with Friends of Eloise Butler
Wildflower Garden for the Construction of the Second Phase of the Boardwalk through Eloise
Butler Wildflower Garden at Theodore Wirth Regional Park.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan;

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.
Goal: Financially independent and sustainable parks prosper.
Vision Theme 1: Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate.
Goal: Residents and visitors enjoy and understand the natural environment.
HISTORY:
08/15/18 Administration & Finance Committee ADOPTED
ATTACHMENTS:
° Attachment A - Donation Agreement (PDF)

Prepared By: Tyler Pederson,, Design and Project Management
Review:

Cindy Anderson Completed 08/01/2018 4:19 PM

Cliff Swenson Completed  08/02/2018 2:01 PM

Michael Schroeder Completed  08/03/2018 1:38 PM
Mary Merrill Completed  08/04/2018 5:24 PM

Administration & Finance Committee Completed  08/15/2018 5:20 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 09/05/2018 5:00 PM
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