8.A.2

Resolution 2018-258

Resolution Approving a Negative Declaration Under Section 4(F) of the Department of
Transportation Act of 1966 for the North Loop Pedestrian Improvement Project, a
Portion of Which is Within Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities;

Whereas, The City of Minneapolis is preparing plans for pedestrian improvements within the North
Loop Neighborhood of Minneapolis, MN;

Whereas, The purpose of the project is to enhance pedestrian safety at 16 priority street
crossing locations within the North Loop neighborhood, through improvements including street
crossing treatments, curb extensions, signal improvements, accessible pedestrian signal (APS)
installation, and ADA ramp upgrades;

Whereas, ADA pedestrian ramp up-grades are proposed at the intersection of 4th Avenue North
and West River Parkway within the boundaries of the Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional
Park, which is a resource subject to Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of
1966, U.S.C. 303, because the project will be funded using a combination of federal and state
funds;

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board was determined to be the Agency with
Jurisdiction over the parkland that will be potentially impacted by this project;

Whereas, A nationwide programmatic determination called a Negative Declaration can be
utilized in lieu of a full 4(f) impact review for bikeways and walkways;

Whereas, A negative declaration is only valid when the agency with jurisdiction over the Section
4(f) property has given approval in writing that the project is acceptable and consistent with the
designated use of the property and that all possible planning to minimize harm has been
accomplished in the location and design of the bikeway or walkway facility;

Whereas, MPRB staff have reviewed the proposed project and believe it will benefit park users
and have minimal impact on existing parkland; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate,” “Dynamic parks
that shape city character and meet diverse community needs,” and “Parks are safe and
welcoming by design;”
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RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves a negative declaration under section 4(f)
of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966 for the North Loop Pedestrian Improvement
Project, a portion of which is Within Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Planning Committee

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: September 5, 2018

SUBJECT: Resolution Approving a Negative Declaration Under Section 4(F) of the Department of

Transportation Act of 1966 for the North Loop Pedestrian Improvement Project, a
Portion of Which is Within Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park

BACKGROUND

This resolution considers agreement with a negative declaration under Section 4(f) of the
Transportation Act of 1966 for the North Loop Pedestrian Improvement Project (Attachment A).
A negative declaration is an alternative to a full-scale 4(f) evaluation, and can be considered for
walkway and bikeway projects in parks where impacts are extremely minimal. In order for the
project to proceed, the negative declaration must be approved by MPRB (See Attachment B).

The City of Minneapolis plans to upgrade the pedestrian ramps at 4™ Avenue North and West
River Parkway within the Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park, which is a 4(f) resource
under the Act of 1966 (See Attachment C). This upgrade is part of a larger pedestrian
improvement project in the North Loop of Minneapolis. The new ramps and small connecting
trail will benefit park users and will not have significant impact on park resources.

The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB), as owner of the property upon which the
work is proposed, is the Agency with Jurisdiction. The City of Minneapolis has consulted with
MPRB staff and the federal agency and upon careful consideration, MPRB staff have
determined that the project does not have negative park impacts.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve a negative declaration under
section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966 for the North Loop Pedestrian
Improvement Project, a portion of which is Within Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan:

Vision Theme 1: Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate.
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Goal: People and the environment benefit from the expansion and
protection of natural resources

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.
Goal: Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses

on sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.

Vision Theme 4: A safe place to play, celebrate, contemplate, and recreate.
Goal: Parks are safe and welcoming by design.
HISTORY:
08/15/18 Planning Committee ADOPTED
ATTACHMENTS:
. Attachment A - Project Overview (PDF)
. Attachment B - Request for OWJ Independent Bikeway-Walkway Agreement (PDF)
. Attachment C - 4f Property Figure (PDF)

Prepared By: Carrie Christensen, Senior Planner, Strategic Planning

Review:
Cindy Anderson Completed  08/01/2018 2:56 PM
Adam Arvidson Completed  08/02/2018 2:54 PM

Michael Schroeder Completed  08/03/2018 1:55 PM

Mary Merrill Completed  08/04/2018 6:06 PM

Planning Committee Completed  08/15/2018 5:10 PM

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 09/05/2018 5:00 PM
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