8.B.1

Resolution 2018-243

Resolution Accepting the Invitation for the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board to
Join the Midtown Community Works Partnership

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
Parks;

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board is authorized to contract with public and
private entities in the performance of its functions;

Whereas, The Midtown Community Works Partnership (MCWP) is a public-private partnership
formed to guide redevelopment of the Midtown Greenway-Lake Street Corridor in South
Minneapolis;

Whereas, Hennepin County, the City of Minneapolis, and the Metropolitan Council formed the
MCWP to provide leadership, integrate planning, and mobilize resources for the Midtown
Greenway-Lake Street Corridor;

Whereas, The MCWP provides a forum to coordinate a wide array of public and private
investments in the Midtown Greenway-Lake Street Corridor, with those projects being
supported by the community and directed to enhancing economic vitality, improving
connections to local and regional transit systems, and improving the surrounding
neighborhoods;

Whereas, The MCWP includes representation from the Hennepin County Board of
Commissioners, the Mayor and Councilmembers of the City of Minneapolis, staff of the
Metropolitan Council, Allina Hospitals and Clinics, the Midtown Greenway Coalition, Wells
Fargo Bank, and the Lake Street Council;

Whereas, The MPRB has collaborated with the MCWP on projects including securing funding for
trail connections planning and a Creative CityMaking program supporting artist engagement in
a community-led design of a wayfinding system;

Whereas, The MCWP desires the active and ongoing participation of the MPRB on projects
related to the Midtown Greenway and, on April 26, 2018, formally invited the MPRB to join the
MCWP through a resolution passed by the MCWP;

Whereas, The MPRB’s participation on the MCWP is viewed as a means of advancing initiatives

that connect underserved neighborhoods in South Minneapolis to local and regional amenities
via the Midtown Greenway, a nearly six-mile grade separated corridor serving pedestrians,
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bicyclists, and other non-motorized forms of movement, as well as aligning with the MPRB’s
efforts to enhance equitable access to regional parks through wayfinding and other potential
improvements;

Whereas, The MPRB would be represented on the MCWP by a commissioner and a staff
person, both of whom would be appointed by the President of the Board of Commissioners;

Whereas, The MCWP formulates an annual work plan which is supported by contributions from
members of the partnership;

Whereas, The MCWP, as of the date of the execution of the Professional Services Agreement
(Attachment C), requests a contribution of $5,000 for the remainder of 2018 and an annual
contribution of $10,000 for 2019 from the MPRB to participate in the partnership’s activities,
which would be funded through the Superintendent’s office budget;

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs;”

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners accepts the invitation for the Minneapolis Park
and Recreation Board to join the Midtown Community Works Partnership; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Administration & Finance Committee

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: August 15, 2018

SUBJECT: Resolution Accepting the Invitation for the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board to

Join the Midtown Community Works Partnership

BACKGROUND

This action accepts the invitation for the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) to join
the Midtown Community Works Partnership (MCWD). The Midtown Community Works
Partnership (MCWP) is a public-private partnership formed to guide redevelopment of the
Midtown Greenway-Lake Street Corridor in South Minneapolis. The MCWP was formed by
Hennepin County, the City of Minneapolis, and the Metropolitan Council to provide leadership,
integrate planning, and mobilize resources for the Midtown Greenway-Lake Street Corridor, a
planning zone that includes the Midtown Greenway. Since its inception in 1998, the MCWP has
coordinated a wide array of public and private investments in the Midtown Greenway-Lake
Street Corridor, with those projects being supported by the community and directed to
enhancing economic vitality, improving connections to local and regional transit systems, and
improving the surrounding neighborhoods. The resolution inviting the MPRB to join the MCWP
is attached to this item (Attachment A).

The MCWP’s invitation to the MPRB is based on the common interests of enhancing
connections between neighborhoods of South Minneapolis to other local and regional assets.
The Midtown Greenway connects two MPRB regional parks and passes near several
neighborhood parks. In addition to expanding on those features, the MCWP and MPRB have
already been collaborating on common efforts that have secured funding supporting planning
of trail connections and a Creative CityMaking process that supports artist engagement in
community-led design of a wayfinding system.

Formed in 1998, the MCWP has advanced numerous initiatives to connect underserved
neighborhoods in South Minneapolis to local and regional assets via the Midtown Greenway, a
nearly six-mile grade separated corridor serving pedestrians, bicyclists and other non-motorized
forms of movement, as well as aligning with the MPRB’s efforts to enhance equitable access to
regional parks through wayfinding and other potential improvements. Members of the MCWP
include representation from:

e Hennepin County Board of Commissioners;
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Mayor and Councilmembers of the City of Minneapolis;
Metropolitan Council;

Allina Hospitals and Clinics;

Midtown Greenway Coalition;

Wells Fargo Bank; and

e Lake Street Council.

In addition to current MCWP activities of which the MPRB has been a part, the MCWP
undertakes regular activities related to the perpetuation and enhancement of the Midtown
Greenway and surrounding areas. The MCWP’s work plan for 2018, which describes those
efforts, is attached to this item (Attachment B).

Should the Board of Commissioners choose to accept the invitation to join the MCWP, the
President of the Board of Commissioners would appoint a Board and a staff representative to
participate in MCWP meetings.

A Professional Services Agreement which outlines consultant activities related to the MCWP is
attached and has been reviewed and approved by legal counsel as to form and legality
(Attachment C).

FUNDING/COST SUMMARY

Participation in the MCWP, as of the date of the execution of the Professional Services
Agreement, requires a contribution of $5,000 for the remainder of 2018 and a contribution of
$10,000 for 2019 from the MPRB to support partnership activities, initiatives, and coordination.
Funding would be provided through the Superintendent’s Office budget.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends acceptance of the invitation for the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
to join the Midtown Community Works Partnership.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan:

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.

Goal: Parks shape and evolving city.

Goal: Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on

sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.
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HISTORY:
08/01/18 Administration & Finance Committee ADOPTED
ATTACHMENTS:

. Attachment A - Resolution for Invitation to Join Midtown Community Works Partnership (PDF)

. Attachment B - Midtown Community Works Partnership 2018 Works Plan (PDF)

. Attachment C - Professional Services Agreement - Midtown Community Works Ptnership (PDF)

Prepared By: Cindy Anderson, Executive assistant for Planning Division, Strategic Planning
Review:

Cindy Anderson Completed 07/19/2018 12:18 PM

Adam Arvidson Completed 07/19/2018 2:11 PM

Michael Schroeder Completed  07/23/2018 8:32 AM

Mary Merrill Completed 07/23/2018 4:58 PM

Administration & Finance Committee Completed 08/01/2018 5:20 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 08/15/2018 5:00 PM
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