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Resolution 2018-242

Resolution to Approve a Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) Between the Minneapolis
Public Schools and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board for a 12-Acre Area

Within Cedar Lake Park to be Designated as a School Forest in the Minnesota School
Forest Program

Whereas, The mission of the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is to permanently
preserve, protect, maintain, improve and enhance its natural resources, parkland, and
recreational opportunities for current and future generations;

Whereas, The MPRB is the steward of Cedar Lake Park;

Whereas, The students and parents of Kenwood Elementary School and the volunteers from
the Cedar Lake Park Association desire to have a portion of Cedar Lake Park designated as a
School Forest as part of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Minnesota
School Forest Program;

Whereas, The Minnesota DNR maintains the Minnesota School Forest Program, pursuant to the
provisions of Minn. Stat. §89.41;

Whereas, The Minnesota School Forest Program provides School Forest designation to
woodland parcels utilized for a variety of educational opportunities;

Whereas, The DNR provides resources and sets guidelines and criteria to maintain school forest
status;

Whereas, The DNR's School Forest Program provides free resources to schools enrolled in the
program, enabling schools to incorporate the forest into curriculum and programs;

Whereas, Minneapolis Public Schools (MPS) is authorized to establish a Minnesota School
Forest;

Whereas, The DNR requires that the land owner and the school board sign off on a Joint Powers
Agreement;

Whereas, Pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes §471.59, the MPRB and MPS are
authorized to enter into an agreement to exercise jointly or cooperatively governmental
powers common to each and to permit one governmental entity to perform services or
functions for another governmental unit;
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Whereas, This agreement is made and entered into by and between the MPRB and the MPS;

Whereas, The MPRB has identified 12 acres within Cedar Lake Park to provide ecological
education and historical interpretation for children and adults, habitat for native wildlife, and
an urban woodland oasis (Attachment A );

Whereas, The MPRB wishes to enter into this agreement to permit MPS to enroll the area
shown in ( Attachment A) at Cedar Lake Park into the Minnesota School Forest Program, and
conduct educational programs and basic maintenance tasks in cooperation with the MPRB; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate," and "Dynamic
parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs;"

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve a Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) Between
the Minneapolis Public Schools and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board for a 12-acre
area within Cedar Lake Park to be designated as a school forest in the Minnesota School Forest
Program;

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and the Secretary to the Board are authorized to
take all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Operations & Environment CommitteeTO:

Jeremy Barrick, Assistant Superintendent for Environmental StewardFROM:

August 15, 2018DATE:

Resolution to Approve a Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) Between the Minneapolis Public
Schools and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board for a 12-Acre Area Within Cedar
Lake Park to be Designated as a School Forest in the Minnesota School Forest Program

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND
This action considers the approval of a Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) between the Minneapolis
Public Schools (MPS) and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) for a 12-acre area
within Cedar Lake Park to be designated as a school forest in the Minnesota School Forest
Program.

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) oversees the Minnesota School Forest
Program providing resources and setting guidelines to maintain the school forest status. A
school forest is an outdoor classroom where students learn and apply math, art, science,
language arts, and social studies in an outdoor classroom.

The MPS has been authorized by the DNR to establish a Minnesota School Forest, and MPS has
recommended an area within Cedar Lake Park for Minnesota School Forest designation.

In 2013, the Cedar Lake Park Association (CLPA) and nearby Kenwood Elementary School began
working together to create an outdoor classroom in the park. As part of CLPA's Stewardship
Agreement with the MPRB, volunteers from CLPA and the community assisted students in
planting wildflowers in a prairie restorations area, have gone on hikes through the woods to
learn about wetlands and watersheds, and have enjoyed numerous other outdoor experiences.

In 2015, a School Forest Committee was formed and started the process of applying to become
a DNR School Forest. In early 2016 they started working with the MPRB to define boundaries
for a parcel of land within Cedar Lake Park. The MPRB has identified 12-acres within Cedar Lake
Park (Attachment A ) to be used as a school forest to provide ecological education and historical
interpretation for children and adults, habitat for native wildlife, and an urban woodland oasis.
This agreement would permit MPS to enroll this 12-acre area into the Minnesota School Forest
Program and conduct educational programs and basic maintenance tasks with students and
community volunteers in cooperation with the MPRB.
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The Minnesota School Forest Program would provide MPS access to grant opportunities,
naturalist programming, teacher support, and DNR guidance. The program would also provide
an opportunity for students to gain an appreciation and awareness of natural resources by
building skills, self-esteem, and a sense of community through experiencing real-life situations
in nature, providing frequent and enjoyable outdoor experiences, and promoting stewardship
of the land for future generations.

The JPA (Attachment B ) has been reviewed and approved by both MPRB and MPS legal counsel.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends the Board of Commissioners approve the Joint Powers Agreement between
the Minneapolis Public Schools and the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board for a 12-acre area
within Cedar Lake Park to be designated as a school forest in the Minnesota School Forest
Program.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 1:
Goal:

Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate
Knowledgeable stewards and partners generously support the system's
natural resources

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs
Focused land management supports current and future generationsGoal:

HISTORY:

08/01/18 Operations 81 Environment Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment B - Joint Powers Agreement_Cedar Lake Park_MPRB_MPS_May_2018_final
Attachment A - Kenwood_Cedar Lake Park metes and bounds (PDF)

(PDF)

Prepared By: Lori Smiley,Office Support Specialist III, Environmental Management
Review:
Debra Pilger Completed
Jeremy BarrickCompleted
Mary Merrill Completed
Operations & Environment Committee Completed 08/01/2018 5:10 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 08/15/2018 5:00 PM

07/20/2018 8:22 AM
07/23/2018 5:45 PM
07/23/2018 8:41PM
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