8.B.1

Resolution 2018-238

Resolution Supporting Both Questions of the Minneapolis Public School (MPS)
Referendum that Will be Posed to Voters in 2018

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) exists to provide places and
recreation opportunities for all people to gather, celebrate, contemplate, and engage in
activities that promote health, well-being, community and the environment;

Whereas, The Minneapolis Public Schools (MPS) and MPRB are public stewards with a long and
productive history of shared values, principles and leadership in community and human
development;

Whereas, The MPRB serves Minneapolis youth in numerous ways and recognizes the
opportunity to collaborate with MPS in expanding services to Minneapolis youth as being
aligned with goals common to both the MPRB and the MPS;

Whereas, Both the MPS and MPRB are committed to racial, cultural, economic and
geographical equity and both continue to develop approaches that assure that these values are
evident in all collaborative decision-making;

Whereas, The MPRB and the MPS have initiated a process that considers opportunities for
collaboration related to programming, communication, funding, and facilities;

Whereas, In June of 2015, the MPS passed a resolution declaring their intent to partner with
the MPRB and collaborate in the areas of facilities, athletic programming, child care
programming, recreational and wellness programming, communication and marketing,
collaborative planning and policies;

Whereas, The MPRB adopted a Memorandum of Understanding between MPRB and MPS on
June 15, 2016 including facility use agreements, recommendations for renovation needs, and
joint use of facilities;

Whereas, The MPS and MPRB have agreed to meet annually in joint session, through 2020, to
assess collaborative progress and plans, identify issues, address necessary operational
agreements, and explore opportunities that will best serve the children and residents of
Minneapolis;

Whereas, MPS will hold a two-question, $30 million referendum on November 6, 2018;
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Whereas, The first referendum question will ask voters to increase the operating referendum.
The operating referendum provides operating funding and is authorized on a per-student
amount. The second question is a “capital project levy referendum, as known as a better known
as a “tech levy,” and would provide funding for the district’s technology-related expenses;

Whereas, A solid financial foundation is essential for making investments in students. The
MPRB recognizes that MPS is working every day to create a strong, sustainable, successful
school district for its community;

Whereas, If passed, the referendum would give MPS access to $30 million in additional
revenue. The funds will improve student achievement and well-being through equitable
investments in literacy, social emotional learning, and support services. The new revenue
sources will also help avoid future budget cuts and reductions in services to students across
Minneapolis; and

Whereas, The MPRB shares the goals of the 2018 MPS referendum and agrees that the 2018
referendum reflects the shared vision of the MPRB and the MPS and the cooperative goals

outlined in the 2016 MOU and previous cooperative agreements and resolutions;

RESOLVED, That the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board supports both questions of the
Minneapolis Public School (MPS) Referendum that will be posed to voters in 2018; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Resolution 2018-238 Page 2

Packet Pg. 26




8.B.1

TO: Legislative & Intergovernmental Committee

FROM: Mary Merrill,

DATE: August 1, 2018

SUBJECT: Resolution Supporting Both Questions of the Minneapolis Public School (MPS)

Referendum that Will be Posed to Voters in 2018

BACKGROUND

The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) and Minneapolis Public Schools (MPS) have
an interwoven relationship as it relates to serving young people in the city of Minneapolis. The
MPRB serves Minneapolis youth in numerous ways and recognizes opportunities to collaborate
with MPS in expanding services to Minneapolis youth as being aligned with goals common to
both the MPRB and the MPS. This action considers supporting both questions posed to voters
related to the 2018 MPS Referendum.

The MPRB and the MPS have initiated a process that considers opportunities for collaboration
related to programming, communication, funding, and facilities. In June of 2015 the
MPS passed a resolution declaring their intent to partner with the MPRB and collaborate in the
areas of facilities, athletic programming, child care programming, recreational and wellness
programming, communication and marketing, collaborative planning and policies.

A year later, in June of 2016, the MPRB adopted a Memorandum of Understanding between
MPRB and MPS on June 15, 2016 including facility use agreements, recommendations for
renovation needs, and joint use of facilities. The MPS and MPRB have agreed to meet annually
in joint session, through 2020, to assess collaborative progress and plans, identify issues,
address necessary operational agreements, and explore opportunities that will best serve the
children and residents of Minneapolis.

In order to further advance this joint mission and cooperative relationship between the schools
and the parks, MPS has asked the MPRB to support its 2018 school referendum. This year MPS
will hold a two-question, $30 million referendum on November 6, 2018. The first referendum
question will ask voters to increase the operating referendum. The operating referendum
provides operating funding and is authorized on a per-student amount. The second question is
a “capital project levy referendum, is known as a better known as a “tech levy.” It would
provide funding for the district’s technology-related expenses.
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Without these investments, Minneapolis students will experience additional staffing, program
and service reductions. Moreover, if the schools did not receive this funding, annual concerns
about funding would continue, making it difficult to attract and keep both new students and
staff. This would not be in the best interest of the schools or the park system and the youth we
serve.

RECOMMENDATION

A solid financial foundation is essential for making investments in students. The MPRB
recognizes that MPS is working every day to create a strong, sustainable, successful school
district for its community. For these reasons, it is recommended that the MPRB support the
upcoming referendum. This levy would give MPS access to $30 million in additional revenue.
The funds will improve student achievement and well-being through equitable investments in
literacy, social emotional learning, and support services. The new revenue sources will also help
avoid future budget cuts and reductions in services to students across Minneapolis.

A resolution of support for the referendum would symbolize that the MPRB shares the goals of
the 2018 MPS Referendum effort. Passing this measure would show that the MPRB agrees that
the 2018 referendum reflects the shared vision of the MPRB and the MPS and the cooperative
goals outlined in the 2016 MOU and previous cooperative agreements and resolutions.

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve support both questions of the
Minneapolis Public School (MPS) Referendum that will be posed to voters in 2018.

This action is supported by the following Value statement as expressed in the 2007-2020 MPRB
Comprehensive Plan.

Visionary Leadership: Respect the vision and leadership that built the park and

recreation system and recognize the need for ongoing leadership in achieving
excellence.

Prepared By: Jennifer Ringold, Deputy Superintendent, Superintendent's Office

Review:

Mary Merrill Completed 07/18/2018 9:04 AM

Legislative & Intergovernmental Committee Pending 07/25/2018 5:40 PM

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 08/01/2018 5:00 PM
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