8.A.2

Resolution 2018-221

Resolution Accepting Grant Award from the St. Anthony Falls Heritage Board in the
Amount Up to $40,000 for the Schematic Design of the Mill Ruins Park Stairway

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is authorized to contract with
public and private entities in the performance of its duties;

Whereas, The MPRB intends to construct improvements within Mill Ruins Park, part of Central
Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park, related to stairway access and interpretive opportunities
between the upper park at the Plank Road and the lower park at the historic mill tailraces;

Whereas, The MPRB and the St. Anthony Falls Heritage Board (SAFHB), of which the MPRB is a
partner, collaborate on planned capital improvements for projects with potential historic and
interpretive improvements;

Whereas, The stairway connection between the upper and lower Mill Ruins Park is a
recommendation in the SAFHB’s West Bank Interpretive Plan and the MPRB’s Central
Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park Master Plan;

Whereas, The MPRB received a grant award from the St. Anthony Falls Heritage Board in the
amount not to exceed $40,000 for the schematic design of the Mill Ruins Park Stairway; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs;”

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners accepts a grant award from the St. Anthony Falls
Heritage Board in the amount not to exceed $40,000 for the schematic design of the Mill Ruins

Park Stairway; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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8.A.2

TO: Administration & Finance Committee

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: July 25, 2018

SUBJECT: Resolution Accepting Grant Award from the St. Anthony Falls Heritage Board in the

Amount Up to $40,000 for the Schematic Design of the Mill Ruins Park Stairway

BACKGROUND

This resolution accepts a grant awarded to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB)
from the St. Anthony Falls Heritage Board (SAFHB). The grant is for the schematic design of a
stairway that links upper and lower Mill Ruins Park near the Plank Road at West River Parkway
in an amount not to exceed $40,000 (See Grant Agreement and Grant Application as
Attachment A).

In 2013 and 2014, the MPRB and the SAFHB worked together to develop the East Bank
Interpretive Plan and the West Bank Interpretive Plan that focused interpretive planning efforts
of each side of the Mississippi River within the St. Anthony Falls Heritage Zone. The West Bank
Interpretive Plan recommended a connection be made from upper to lower Mill Ruins Park
between the Plank Road in front of the Mill City Museum and the tailrace walkway nearly 90
feet below. Currently, there is a worn path that extends straight down the steep hillside. The
worn path is a fall-line path and highly susceptible to erosion. The mill foundations are
protected by a cap of soil (only a small portion of the mills were revealed during the initial
development of Mill Ruins Park), and as this cap erodes, it puts the integrity of the mills in
jeopardy. The stairway would allow a new access point, eliminate the need for a worn path,
allow for interpretation of the vast histories of the site, and provide a much-needed loop for
tours and a second exit for visitors of the lower area of Mill Ruins Park.

In 2015, the MPRB approved the Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park Master Plan which
also recommends this stairway connection. Beneath the hillside that the stairway would ascend
lay the ruins of foundation walls from the mills that once stood there. These mills are
considered highly valuable to the historic birthplace of Minneapolis. This area is not only
important to the milling industry and the history of Minneapolis as a city, but also a spiritual
place for the Dakota.

The schematic design process allows the MPRB and its design consultant to explore the
possibilities of interpretation and a logical stairway route down through the mill ruins. It is
envisioned that the stairs would travel through some of the mill foundations, not just over the
existing hillside. A future project that details the exact route and creates a set of construction
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8.A.2

documents would be required prior to construction. A future SAFHB grant could fund a portion
of this more detailed work.

The SAFHB was created by an act of the State legislature in 1988 and consists of 22 members
including representatives from the City of Minneapolis, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board,
Hennepin County, Minnesota Historical Society, Minneapolis Heritage Preservation
Commission,

State Historic Preservation Office, Minnesota State Legislature, and Hennepin History Museum.
Legal counsel has reviewed and approved the agreement as to form and legality.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners accepts a grant award from the St. Anthony
Falls Heritage Board in an amount not to exceed $40,000 for the schematic design of the Mill

Ruins Park stairway.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse
community needs.
Goal: Parks shape an evolving city.
Goal: Financially independent and sustainable parks prosper.
HISTORY:
06/20/18 Administration & Finance Committee ADOPTED
ATTACHMENTS:
. Attachment A - Grant Contract and Proposal (PDF)

Prepared By: Kate Lamers,, Design and Project Management

Review:

Cindy Anderson Completed 06/12/2018 11:04 AM

Cliff Swenson Completed  06/12/2018 11:41 AM

Michael Schroeder  Skipped 06/13/2018 11:13 AM

Mary Merrill Completed  06/13/2018 11:14 AM

Administration & Finance Committee Completed 06/20/2018 5:10 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 07/25/2018 5:00 PM
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