Resolution 2018-103

Resolution Granting Access and Utility Agreement to CenterPoint Energy for an
Underground Natural Gas Line at Theodore Wirth Regional Park and Collecting
Appropriate Fees Associated with Permanent and Temporary Easements

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities;

Whereas, The MPRB owns and operates Theodore Wirth Regional Park (Park);

Whereas, CenterPoint Energy (CenterPoint) has determined the need to relocate an
underground natural gas line that currently runs under and near the Park;

Whereas, MPRB staff has worked with CenterPoint on relocation alternatives that minimize
impacts to a walking path, golf hole, trees, and other amenities on park property; and

Whereas, CenterPoint’s proposed route for the buried gas line across the Park will have
minimal impact to park uses; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs;”

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners grant an access and utility agreement to
CenterPoint Energy for an underground natural gas line within Theodore Wirth Regional Park;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners collect appropriate fees associated with
permanent and temporary easements; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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8.A1

TO: Planning Committee

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: January 17, 2018

SUBJECT: Resolution Granting Access and Utility Agreement to CenterPoint Energy for an

Underground Natural Gas Line at Theodore Wirth Regional Park and Collecting
Appropriate Fees Associated with Permanent and Temporary Easements

BACKGROUND

This Board action considers an agreement with CenterPoint Energy to relocate an underground
natural gas line across portions of Theodore Wirth Regional Park (TWRP). The project is being
coordinated with Metropolitan Council’s METRO Blue Line Extension Light Rail Project (BLRT)
and is therefore scheduled to occur very soon to complete the work prior to the start of the
BLRT project.

CenterPoint’s existing main trunk gas line is located within the Public Right of Way (ROW) of
Golden Valley Road, and has been scheduled to be replaced as a part of CenterPoint’s State
mandated main trunk gas line replacement program. The proposed Metropolitan Council’s
METRO Blue Line, Golden Valley Station, will be built in a location requiring CenterPoint to
relocate their gas main out of the Golden Valley Road ROW. In an effort to cooperate with
Metropolitan Council’s METRO Blue Line and CenterPoint Energy, Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board (MPRB) staff worked with CenterPoint staff on a new gas line alignment that
is located on the edge of TWRP Golf Course (the Course) Hole #12 (hole #13 after completion of
current golf course improvements), and crosses the BNSF Railroad trackage just east of the
forward tee box for that hole. This alignment works well for CenterPoint, and keeps the
proposed gas line alignment off playable portions of the Course.

All alternative locations that minimize impacts to parkland have been evaluated. MPRB staff has
worked with CenterPoint to find the least impactful alignment alternative.

This action approves the execution of the Agreement.

Legal Counsel has reviewed and approved the Agreement as to form and legality.

RECOMMENDATION
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8.A.1

Staff recommends granting an access and utility agreement to CenterPoint Energy for an
underground gas line in Theodore Wirth Regional Park and collecting appropriate fees
associated with permanent and temporary easements.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statement in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs.
Goal: Focused land management supports current and future generations.
HISTORY:
01/03/18 Planning Committee ADOPTED
ATTACHMENTS:
o ATTACHMENT A - Easement -Wirth Basset Creek GVR - CenterPoint Energy - 2018- FINAL (PDF)

. ATTACHMENT B - CenterPoint Easement - Wirth 2017 - aerial depiction (PDF)

Prepared By: Christine Downey,, Strategic Planning

Review:
Cindy Anderson Completed  12/19/2017 12:54 PM
Adam Arvidson Completed  12/19/2017 3:26 PM

Michael Schroeder Completed  12/20/2017 2:32 PM

Jayne Miller Completed 12/20/2017 3:30 PM

Planning Committee Completed 01/03/2018 5:10 PM

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 01/17/2018 5:00 PM
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