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Resolution 2017-363

Resolution Accepting Donation of Upgraded Electrical Service from Marketing
Minneapolis, LLC for Upgraded Electrical Service for Loring Park at a Value of $133,000

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the Minneapolis
park system;

Whereas, The MPRB owns and operates Loring Park;

Whereas, Loring Park is host to many permitted large-scale events annually;

Whereas, Temporary gas generators have traditionally been brought in to the park to support
permitted events;

Whereas, The MPRB Events Go Green initiative encourages events to lower their environmental
impact by using environmentally conscious practices;

Whereas, Staff has identified installation of standalone electrical service for permitted events
as a potential method of meeting these initiatives;

Whereas, Funding from traditional sources for new electrical service will not be available for
Loring Park improvements for several years;

Whereas, The MPRB has entered into a Shared Use Agreement with Marketing Minneapolis,
LLC for the use of Loring Park for Holidazzle Event;

Whereas, Marketing Minneapolis, LLC upgraded the current electrical infrastructure in Loring
Park to include a standalone electrical service to be available for permitted events;

Whereas, Marketing Minneapolis, LLC donated this upgrade at a value of $133,000
to the MPRB;

Whereas, The donation is intended to augment the current power available in Loring Park;

Whereas, Beginning in 2018, permitted events at Loring Park will be required to use the
upgraded power at the MPRB approved fee with specific conditions of use;

Whereas, Marketing Minneapolis, LLC requests to pay direct utility cost for use of the electricity
during the Holidazzle event each year without additional fees; and
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Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs;"

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners accept the donation from Marketing Minneapolis,
LLC for upgraded electrical service at a value of $133,000 for Loring Park; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Minneapolis Park and Recreation BoardTO:

Jennifer Ringold, Deputy SuperintendentFROM:

November 29, 2017DATE:

Resolution Accepting Donation of Upgraded Electrical Service from Marketing
Minneapolis, LLC for Upgraded Electrical Service for Loring Park at a Value of $133,000

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This resolution accepts a donation of upgraded electrical service at Loring Park at a value of
$133,000 from Marketing Minneapolis, LLC.

Loring Park hosts many large-scale permitted events annually in the park. A few examples of
these events include the Minneapolis GLBT Pride Event, the Loring Art Fair, the Culinary Festival
and Holidazzle. The electrical needs from these events far exceed the capacities of what is
available in the park. Historically most large-scale events rely on the use large gas-powered
generators as a source of electricity. The use of gas powered generators has caused excessive
noise disruption to the surrounding neighborhoods as well as carbon emissions from the
generators exhaust.

In 2015, the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) permitted Marketing Minneapolis,
LLC, to use Loring Park for the 2015 Holidazzle event. The event included multiple food and
merchandise vendors, entertainment with amplified sound and a refrigerated skating rink that
required a chiller unit to cool the ice rink. All of these amenities required electrical needs that
far exceeded the capacities for what was available at Loring Park. Large generators where
brought in to augment the available power to operate the vendors needs as well as the skating
rink. The Loring Park neighborhood expressed their concerns with the noise the generators
emitted throughout the Holidazzle event.

In 2016, the MPRB and Marketing Minneapolis, LLC entered into a Shared Use Agreement for
the use of Loring Park to host the 2016 and 2017 Holidazzle event. Again, the event included
multiple vendors, entertainment with amplified sound and a refrigerated ice skating rink. A few
weeks before the event was to begin, Marketing Minneapolis, LLC approached the MPRB about
upgrading the electrical service in Loring Park. Marketing Minneapolis agreed to pay all cost
associated with the electrical upgrade that included adding three transformers with three
electrical distribution panels. These upgrades were permanent to the park and would be
donated to the MPRB for future use for events. Staff met with Marketing Minneapolis, LLC, Xcel
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energy and the neighborhood association on the placement of the transformers and electrical
panels. Placement was complete before the start of the 2016 Holidazzle event.

Since the installation of the electric, Marketing Minneapolis, LLC has continued to maintain its
status as the customer on the utility account with Xcel Energy. All bills have been remitted to
and paid by Marketing Minneapolis, LLC. Bills will begin to be remitted to the MPRB upon the
account transfer as a result of acceptance of this donation.

As part of this donation, Marketing Minneapolis, LLC requests that they will pay the direct
utility cost for use of the electricity during the Holidazzle event each year without any
additional fees.

Beginning in 2018, permitted events at Loring Park will be required to use the upgraded power
at the MPRB approved fee. This additional electrical service will not completely eliminate the
need for temporary power but will greatly reduce the need for generators in the park.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends acceptance of the donation for upgraded electrical service from Marketing
Minneapolis, LLC for upgraded electrical service at a value of $133,000 for Loring Park.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs
Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.
Financially independent and sustainable parks prosper.

Goal:

Goal:

Prepared By: Annie Olson, Manager Support Services, Customer Service
Review:
Annie Olson Completed
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Jayne Miller Completed
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 11/29/2017 5:30 PM

11/13/2017 3:45 PM
11/14/2017 4:21PM

11/19/2017 5:55 PM
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