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Resolution 2017-139

Resolution Authorizing a Professional Services Agreement with Damon Farber
Associates, Inc. to Provide Design and Engineering Services for Site Improvements at

Sheridan Memorial Park, in the Above the Falls Regional Park, in the Amount of
$114,900 for the Period of March 15, 2017 to June 30, 2019

Whereas,The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis lakes
and is responsible for the management of Minneapolis parks and lakes;

Whereas, Sheridan Memorial Park is a component of the Above the Falls Regional Park, located
on the east bank of the Mississippi in Northeast Minneapolis, and is adjacent to the
Minneapolis Brewing Company Historic District;

Whereas, in 2015 the Sheridan Memorial Park Improvement project was awarded a $500,000
federal grant from the National Park Service for the Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership;

Whereas, 2016 and 2017 Regional Parks and Trails funds have been allocated to match the
federal grant;

Whereas, the project scope defined by the grant is specific and includes constructing "a
playground, picnic shelter with restrooms and maintenance facilities, a multi-purpose/flexible
use field, path connections to the river and to the regional trail network and an
environmentally restored riverfront;"

Whereas, The City of Minneapolis Department of Civil Rights determined project participation
goals for Minority Business Enterprises (MBE) and Women Business Enterprises (WBE) and
these goals were included in the request for proposals to design teams;

Whereas, a request for proposals from design and engineering firms for the project was issued
in December 2016, with eight proposals received by the deadline for submission on January 9,
2017;

Whereas, MPRB staff evaluated the proposals and selected three firms for interviews;

Whereas, a panel of three MPRB staff and one City staff interviewed the three teams and
selected Damon Farber Associates, Inc. (DFA) as the finalist due to its design team abilities and
experience with similar projects;

Whereas, the proposal from the Damon Farber Associates, Inc. design team exceeds the goals
for Minority Business Enterprises (MBE) and Women Business Enterprises (WBE) set by the City
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of Minneapolis Department of Civil Rights;

Whereas, MPRB staff has reviewed the design proposal from Damon Farber Associates, Inc. and
found its scope and related fees to be fair and prudent for the scope of the project and has
determined the team to be capable of delivering the project as required; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs;"

RESOLVED,That the Board of Commissioners authorizes a Professional Services Agreement with
Damon Farber Associates, Inc. to provide design and engineering services for site
improvements at Sheridan Memorial Park, in the Above the Falls Regional Park, in the amount
of $114,900 for the period of March 15, 2017 to June 30, 2019; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Resolution 2017-139 Page 2

Packet Pg. 37



7.4

Minneapolis Park and Recreation BoardTO:

Michael Schroeder,FROM:

March 8, 2017DATE:

Resolution Authorizing a Professional Services Agreement with Damon Farber
Associates, Inc. to Provide Design and Engineering Services for Site Improvements at
Sheridan Memorial Park, in the Above the Falls Regional Park, in the Amount of
$114,900 for the Period of March 15, 2017 to June 30, 2019

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This resolution authorizes a Professional Services Agreement in the amount of $114,900 with
Damon Farber Associates, Inc. for design and engineering services to construct improvements
at Sheridan Memorial Park in the Above the Falls Regional Park.

Sheridan Memorial Park is located on the east bank of the Mississippi River in northeast
Minneapolis. Existing development in the park includes the Sheridan Veterans Memorial (2014)
and the multi-use Mississippi East Bank Trail (2016). These projects were based on an approved
concept plan, consistent with the Above the Falls Master Plan (1999) and RiverFirst Initiative
(2012). The park has few other amenities to attract visitors.

In late 2014, the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) applied to the National Park
Service's Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership program and was selected to receive a
$500,000 grant, requiring a 100% local match. Based on the approved concept plan for the
park, the project scope included a playground, picnic shelter with restrooms and maintenance
facilities, a multi-purpose/flexible use field, path connections to the river and to the regional
trail network and an environmentally restored river front. The grant expires on December 31,
2018.

The federal funding, administered by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, requires
Section 106 compliance. As a result, in early 2016, a firm completed an archeological
investigation and report that was submitted and approved by the Minnesota Historic
Preservation Office (MnHPO). Because the project is adjacent to the Minneapolis Brewing
Company Historic District, a determination of adverse effect was also necessary. In June 2016, a
second report was submitted to MnHPO, with a finding of No Adverse Effect. The project was
given approval to proceed as long as the designs were submitted for review to MnHPO and to
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the Heritage Preservation Commission.

In December 2016, MPRB staff requested Small and Underutilized Business Program (SUPB)
goals from the Minneapolis Department of Civil Rights and included these goals for Minority
Business Enterprises (MBE) and Women Business Enterprises (WBE) for the Request for
Proposals (RFP). An RFP for design and engineering consultant was publicly issued.

The RFP stressed the MPRB's desire to create a unique playground and picnic area with a
regional draw that would also serve the needs of the neighborhood. The RFP requested the
inclusion of an artist on the team to inspire the design of project features of the park. Given the
project's proximity to the river, location within the NE Minneapolis arts community, and being
adjacent to the Grain Belt Brewery were all mentioned as opportunities for inventive park
thinking.

Eight proposals from design consultants were received and after a staff review three were
shortlisted for interviews. The interview panel included MPRB staff from across the MPRB
divisions, and one City staff member from the Civil Rights Department. The panel preferred the
Damon Farber Associates design team proposal and team composition.

The fees, separate from the proposals, were shared with the interview panel after the design
team was selected. The design fees of all three teams were within the $110,000 to $115,000
range.

Damon Farber Associates, Inc. assembled a design team that was led by landscape architects
and included an architect, an artist, and the necessary engineers, with the team easily meeting
all SUBP goals. The Damon Farber Associates, Inc. proposal (Attachment A) was further
reviewed by MPRB staff and includes the following scope of work:

Design and engineering services from community engagement through construction
completion;
Three community engagement meetings with an non-appointed Community Advisory
Committee;
A public hearing for concept approval;
2 workshops with children of Sheridan Spanish Dual Immersion Elementary School;
Preparation of construction documents for bidding, including submissions and
applications for all necessary permits;
In-construction services.

Approval of the Damon Farber Associates, Inc. Professional Services Agreement will allow
community engagement to begin in March, with a public hearing for concept approval
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tentatively set for June. With late summer completion of construction drawings, it is likely the
project will be bid in January of 2018 for construction completion by October 2018.

SOURCES AND USES

$1,000,000.00Sources
$500,000.00
$350,000.00
$150,000.00

Land and Water Conservation Fund
2016 Regional Parks and Trails
2017 Regional Parks and Trails

$ 227,790.00Uses
$ 60,000.00
$114,900.00

MPRB Planning costs
Damon Farber Associates pending Board

approval
$ 5,000.00
$ 18,700.00
$ 18,890.00
$ 5,300.00
$ 5,000.00

Initial geotechnical investigation
Archeological Research Investigation
Historic Consultant
Utility feasibility engineering study
Miscellaneous project expenses

$ 772,210.00Available for construction

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners authorizes a Professional Services
Agreement with Damon Farber Associates, Inc. to provide design and engineering services for
site Improvements at Sheridan Memorial Park, in the Above the Falls Regional Park, in the
amount of $114,900 for the period of March 15, 2017 to June 30, 2019.
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This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs
Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.
Financially independent and sustainable parks prosper.

Goal:

Goal:

ATTACHMENTS:

Sheridan Memorial Park Proposal - DF (PDF)

Prepared By: Deborah Bartels, Project Manager, Design and Project Management
Review:
Cindy Anderson Skipped
Cliff Swenson Completed
Michael Schroeder Completed
Jayne Miller Completed
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 03/08/2017 5:00 PM

02/22/2017 5:14 PM
02/22/2017 5:14 PM

02/26/2017 3:20 PM
02/26/2017 3:20 PM
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