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Resolution 2017-108

Resolution Accepting the Non-Appointed Citizen Advisory Committee
Recommendations and Approving the Concept Plan for Playground Improvements at

Lake Nokomis Community Center in Lake Nokomis Park

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is a steward of the Minneapolis
parks;

Whereas, The MPRB has allocated $300,000 for playground and site improvements at Lake
Nokomis Community Center within the 2015 Neighborhood and Community Capital
Improvement Program (CIP);

Whereas, A non-appointed community advisory committee (CAC) was established with the
charge to provide design recommendations for playground improvements at the Lake Nokomis
Community Center in Lake Nokomis Park;

Whereas, The Board desires broad and representative stakeholder involvement in decision
making when constructing or redeveloping park facilities;

Whereas, A community engagement process, including on-site surveys during community
center classes, the Monarch Festival, and local PTA meetings, a design open house, and the use
of social media and digital communication methods have all been employed to solicit
stakeholder involvement in the design of the playground;

Whereas, Community members through the non-appointed CAC process and other methods of
outreach and engagement have guided the design recommendations, including repurposing of
existing equipment as feasible, focusing on areas of creative play for 2 to 5 year olds, increasing
accessibility, improving trails and seating, and expanding on the existing nature play pop-up
area, resulting in concept plans for the Lake Nokomis Community Center Playground;

Whereas, The MPRB project team has refined the concept plans to balance community
approach and project budget parameters; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs;"

RESOLVED, That the Board accepts the non-appointed Citizen Advisory Committee
recommendations and approves the concept plan for playground improvements at the Lake
Nokomis Community Center in Lake Nokomis Park; and

Resolution 2017-108 Page 1

Packet Pg. 109



8.B.2

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Planning CommitteeTO:

Michael Schroeder,FROM:

January 25, 2017DATE:

SUBJECT: Resolution Accepting the Non-Appointed Citizen Advisory Committee Recommendations
and Approving the Concept Plan for Playground Improvements at Lake Nokomis
Community Center in Lake Nokomis Park

BACKGROUND

This action considers a concept plan for playground and site improvements at the Lake Nokomis
Community Center in Lake Nokomis Park according to the Minneapolis Park & Recreation
Board's (MPRB) capital improvement program (CIP) in 2015 (Attachment A ). Funding in the
amount of $300,000 has been allocated for the design and construction of park improvements.

Lake Nokomis Community Center is part of Lake Nokomis Park which lies within the Nokomis-

Fliawatha Regional Park. The community center is located at 2401 East Minnehaha Parkway on
the north side of Lake Nokomis and the south side of Lake Hiawatha in the Keewaydin and
Wenonah neighborhoods. The community center offers Rec Plus School-Age Childcare (grades
K-6) during the summer only, a summer meal program, and numerous preschool, youth, and
adult sports programs. It is also home to the annual fall Monarch Festival, which attracts
thousands of visitors to the park and playground each year.

The existing playground is divided into two sections by a deteriorating path through the site. A
large "Evos" climbing structure was donated and installed by Landscape Structures (LSI) on the
east side of the path in 2006. It is geared toward children ages 5 to 12 years of age and remains
in good condition. The west side of the path includes smaller equipment that is believed to date
back to federal work relief programs in 1936. While portions of the equipment remain in good
condition, they do not meet the current federal and state standards for accessibility and
playground safety.

In addition, a nature play "pop-up" was installed between the playground and the lake path in
the spring of 2016 for the Children and Nature Network National Conference. The "pop-up"
nature play was received positively by the community, who would love to see it become a
permanent part of the park.

The intended outcomes of the community engagement and design development phase were to
recommend improvements that provide a safe and accessible play environment, and support
diverse recreational experiences within the park.
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On-site surveys were held at the playground during several pre-school programming times, at
the Monarch Festival, and at the Wenonah School PTA meeting. An on-line survey was also
available. Picture surveys were used to gain residents and parks users preferences for types of
equipment they would like installed in the replacement area of the park. Responses indicated a
strong desire to re-use equipment that remained in good shape when practicable, to make the
nature play area permanent, and to incorporate opportunities for creative play within an
expanded 2 to 5 year old focused area. A strong preference was shown for slides of varying
heights, multiple types of swings, and climbing pieces.

Survey responses were used to guide a preliminary design concept with LSI that was reviewed
and edited by an MPRB Project Advisory Committee (PAC) made up of planning, recreation,
forestry, public safety, environmental stewardship, and maintenance. In addition, planning and
recreation staff met with forestry to review options for adding some permanent pieces to the
nature play area that will provide natural seating areas, better ground cover, and additional
opportunities for creative play.

The concept plan illustrates new containers surrounding a custom playground design that
integrates salvageable play equipment and provides numerous options for creative play geared
toward 2 to 5 year olds. Proposed custom climbing pieces add community desired shade in the
playground area and new accessible surfacing connects individual simple pieces of equipment.

The existing equipment containers are small and set at varying elevations above grade, which
posed a challenge to creating an accessible play area with appropriate safety standards.
Therefore, new slightly larger containers within the same general location are proposed. A new
accessible path between these new containers and the existing Evos equipment creates a
central seating area where parents and supervisors can view both sides of the playground. The
current inability to see both containers was a chief complaint of parents who were unable to
observe more than one child if they were playing on opposite sides of the playground. In
addition, the permanent relocation of a willow thicket, temporarily installed at the Lake Harriet
Rose Garden, to this central seating area helps join the two playground areas together and
provides an additional space for recreation and play.

The concept for the nature play area includes adding larger cut log seating to reinforce a border
around the area, re-grading of the site, and installation of permanent "Y" shaped tree trunks
that can be used as the framework for forts, bridges, and other creative play (Attachment B).

A community open house was hosted by MPRB and LSI at the community center to present the
refined playground equipment proposal and concept plan. The meeting and all project
materials was advertised on-line, at the community center, through social media, and through
neighborhood organizations and the Minneapolis public schools. Responses to the proposed
plan were appreciative of the proposed changes, grateful for the opportunity for community
feedback, and supportive of the concept plan.
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The improvements are consistent with the 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan goals to provide
park amenities that meet or exceed standards for accessibility, and provide safe places to play,
recreate, contemplate, and celebrate. A full suite of community engagement and outreach
methods during the design development phase has been completed, and will guide the
remaining project phases to temporary park closure for construction in either the spring or fall
of 2017.

FUNDING/COST SUMMARY

$300,000.00Sources
$300,0002015 CIP, Net Debt Bonds

$300,000.00Uses
$265,950Equipment and Installation, including site work

(estimate based on concept plan)
5% Construction Contingency
Mailings,Community Meetings,Translation
MPRB Staff time

$13,250
$2,800

$18,000

$0.00Balance

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board accepts the non-appointed Citizen Advisory Committee
recommendations and approves the concept plan for playground improvements at Lake
Nokomis Community Center in Lake Nokomis Park.

Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense
of community.
Residents, visitors, and workers enjoy opportunities to improve health
and fitness.
People connect through parks and recreation.

Vision Theme 2:

Goal:

Goal:

Vision Theme 3 Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.
Parks shape an evolving city.
Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.

Goal:
Goal:
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Goal: Through outreach and research, park and recreation services are relevant
today and tomorrow.

HISTORY:

01/04/17 Planning Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment B - 16-1205 Nature Play Area with Notes (PDF)

Attachment A - Nokomis Final Concept Reduced Size (PDF)

Prepared By: Beth Pfeifer,, Design and Project Management
Review:
Cindy Anderson Completed
Cliff Swenson Completed
Michael Schroeder Completed
Jayne Miller Completed
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 01/25/2017 5:00 PM
Planning Committee Completed 01/04/2017 5:10 PM

12/14/2016 11:54 AM
12/19/2016 2:27 PM

12/23/20161:03 PM
12/28/2016 10:21 AM
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