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Resolution 2016-267

Resolution Approving an Approximate Six Month Closure of Godfrey Parkway Between
46Th Avenue South and the Lock and Dam No. 1 Access Road, to Allow for the

Construction and Construction Staging of the Godfrey Bridge Construction, Bridge No.
90585 on County State Aid Highway 46, by Hennepin County Department of Public
Works, and Authorizing Use of Open Parkland Located in the Northeast Quadrant of

46Th Avenue South and Godfrey Parkway as a Construction Lay Down Area and Office
Trailer Location

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities;

Whereas, The MPRB owns, maintains and operates the Godfrey Parkway and Minnehaha
Parkway South within the Minnehaha Falls Regional Park and Mississippi River Gorge Regional
Park;

Whereas, Hennepin County has an easement over MPRB property allowing it to own and
maintain the County State-Aid Highway No. 46 Bridge (Bridge No. 90585) over Godfrey Parkway
within the Minnehaha Falls Regional Park;

Whereas, Hennepin County, working through its Department of Public Works, has funding and
required approvals, including from the Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Committee, to
demolish the existing bridge and construct a new bridge over Godfrey Parkway during the 2017
construction season;

Whereas, Hennepin County requires the closure of Godfrey Parkway and Minnehaha Parkway
South between 46th Avenue South and the Lock and Dam No. 1access road, for a period of six
months to allow for the bridge construction and construction staging to occur;

Whereas, Hennepin County requests the use of open parkland located in the North East
quadrant of 46th Avenue South and Godfrey Parkway for the purpose of a bridge construction
staging area and the location of two field office trailers;

Whereas, Hennepin County will maintain for the duration of the construction project a
minimum 14 foot wide combined use pedestrian and bicycle trail through the construction
zone;

Whereas, Hennepin County, will provide a safe and usable 22 foot wide minimum paved access
under the bridge for a minimum of ten special events that will occur on Godfrey Parkway and
West River Parkway during the 2017 special event season;

Resolution 2016-267 Page 1

Packet Pg. 393



8.B.1

Whereas, Hennepin Count, will provide and maintain vehicle detour for the duration of the
bridge construction project;

Whereas, Hennepin County will protect existing parkland and vegetation, and has agreed to
restore the construction staging area and other disturbed parkland upon project completion;
and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs;"

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve an approximate six month closure of
Godfrey Parkway between 46th Avenue South and the Lock and Dam No. 1 access road, to
allow for the construction and construction staging of the Godfrey Bridge Construction, Bridge
No. 90585 on County State Aid Highway 46, by Hennepin County Department of Public Works,
and authorize the use of open parkland located in the northeast quadrant of 46th Avenue
South and Godfrey Parkway as a construction lay down area and office trailer location; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Planning CommitteeTO:

Michael Schroeder,FROM:

September 7, 2016DATE:

Resolution Approving an Approximate Six Month Closure of Godfrey Parkway Between
46Th Avenue South and the Lock and Dam No.1Access Road, to Allow for the
Construction and Construction Staging of the Godfrey Bridge Construction, Bridge No.
90585 on County State Aid Highway 46, by Hennepin County Department of Public
Works, and Authorizing Use of Open Parkland Located in the Northeast Quadrant of
46Th Avenue South and Godfrey Parkway as a Construction Lay Down Area and Office
Trailer Location

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This action considers the approval of an approximate six-month closure of Godfrey Parkway
Between 46th Avenue South and the Lock and Dam No. 1 Access Road to allow for the
demolition and reconstruction of the County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 46 Godfrey Bridge,
Bridge No. 90585. The action would also authorize the use of open parkland located in the
northeast quadrant of 46th Avenue South and Godfrey Parkway as a construction staging area
and location for two field office trailers for the duration of the project.

Hennepin County Department of Public Works (Hennepin County) has been charged with the
reconstruction of the ninety one-year old Godfrey Bridge that spans Godfrey Parkway and the
regional pedestrian and bike trails within the Minnehaha Falls Regional Park. Minneapolis Park
and Recreation Board (MPRB) staff has worked with Hennepin County staff on the bridge design
and construction timing and staging that maintains trail and special event use for the duration
of the project. Only at a few critical points in construction will the trail have to be closed
temporarily as large structural members are set in place.

Hennepin County bridge designers selected a structural system for the bridge abutments that
reduced parkland impact, allowed for the trail system to remain open during construction and
kept the overall construction duration to a six-month period. MPRB staff applauds Hennepin
County for parkland and park use strategies used to arrive at the bridge design. The overall
design of the bridge has the appearance of being lighter than the existing bridge and opens the
underside of the bridge to create a safer experience for pedestrians and bicyclists.

In addition, Hennepin County staff reviewed the list often special events scheduled for Godfrey
Parkway, and incorporated them into the construction documents, requiring the bridge
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contractor to maintain a 22-foot wide access route under the bridge during construction. This
move ensures that the previously scheduled events are able to be held and not postponed or
interrupted by the bridge construction.

SOURCES AND USES

No MPRB funds will be used in the construction of this bridge or the restoration of the site.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of an approximate six month closure of Godfrey Parkway between
46th Avenue South and the Lock and Dam No. 1access road, to allow for the construction and
construction staging of the Godfrey Bridge Construction, Bridge No. 90585 on County State Aid
Highway 46, by Hennepin County Department of Public Works, and authorization of the use of
open parkland located in the northeast quadrant of 46th Avenue South and Godfrey Parkway as
a construction lay down area and office trailer location.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.

Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.

Goal:

HISTORY:

08/17/16 Planning Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

birdseye-1
godfrey-2

Godfrey Bridge Race Coordination 20160707 (PDF)

Godfrey Layout (4-15-16) (PDF)

Godfrey Bridge MPRB Submittal 20160615-signed (PDF)

(PDF)

(PDF)

Prepared By: Cliff Swenson, Director of Planning,Design and Project Management
Review:
Cindy Anderson Completed 08/05/20161:53 PM
Cliff Swenson Completed
Michael Schroeder Completed

08/05/20161:54 PM
08/05/2016 9:57 PM
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08/08/20161:04 PM
08/17/2016 5:10 PM

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Completed 09/07/2016 5:00 PM

Jayne Miller Completed
Planning Committee Completed
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