8.A.2

Resolution 2015-273

Resolution Authorizing the Acquisition of a Trail Easement at Marshall St NE from
BNSF Railway Company for $19,000

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to acquire parkland with six votes of the Board of
Commissioners;

Whereas, The Above the Falls Regional Park Master Plan defines a regional park boundary along
both sides of the Mississippi River from the Plymouth Avenue Bridge to the Camden Bridge;

Whereas, BNSF Railway Company owns a mainline right-of-way that crosses the Mississippi
River and Marshall Street NE just north of 16" Avenue NE, near the East Bank Trail segment
scheduled for construction in 2016;

Whereas, An easement over a small portion of the BNSF mainline right of way is needed for
safe entry of bikes and pedestrians onto Marshall Street NE;

Whereas, The proposed easement area is within the Above the Falls Regional Park Master Plan
boundary;

Whereas, This property interest is a critical acquisition for implementation of the Riverfront
Trail System articulated in RiverFirst, A Park Design Proposal and Implementation Framework

for the Minneapolis Upper Riverfront that was approved by the MPRB in March 2012;

Whereas, The BNSF Railway Company is a willing seller of the proposed trail easement at
Marshall St NE; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs;”

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorize the acquisition of a trail easement at
Marshall St NE from BNSF Railway Company for $19,000; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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8.A.2

TO: Administration & Finance Committee

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: August 19, 2015

SUBJECT: Resolution Authorizing the Acquisition of a Trail Easement at Marshall St NE from BNSF

Railway Company for $19,000

BACKGROUND

This action authorizes the acquisition of a trail easement at Marshall St NE, from Burlington
Northern Santa Fe Railroad for $19,000. BNSF Railway Company is a willing seller of this
easement (See “Attachment A” included in the attached documentation for Map). This property
is within the Above the Falls Regional Park Master Plan boundary and is adjacent to fee title
parcels purchased by the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) from BNSF in June,
2015. The proposed trail easement area will connect to existing parkland which, with this
parcel, will become part of East Bank Trail. Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad has prepared
a proposed easement agreement (See “Attachment B” included in the attached
documentation). The purchase price will be $15,000, plus track salvage value of $2,000 and
$2,000 in administrative fees, for a total purchase price of $19,000.

Acquisition of this trail easement supports the implementation of RiverFirst: A Park Design
Proposal and Implementation Framework for the Minneapolis Upper Riverfront (RiverFirst).
RiverFirst is the result of the Minneapolis Riverfront Development Initiative and was approved
by the MPRB on March 14, 2012. This acquisition is critical to providing the Riverfront Trail
System portion of the development framework. The Riverfront Trail System is a combination of
pedestrian and bicycle trails along the river’s banks and “Knot Bridges” attached to existing
bridges. It will complete critical connections along the river, and better connect North
Minneapolis to Northeast Minneapolis for pedestrians and cyclists.

Funding for the trail easement will come from MPRB’s land acquisition account.

The Easement Agreement has been reviewed and approved by legal counsel.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends authorizing the acquisition of a trail easement at Marshall St NE from BNSF
Railway Company for $19,000.
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8.A.2

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.

Goal: Focused land management supports current and future generations.

HISTORY:

08/05/15 Administration & Finance Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

° Attachment 1 - BNSF Trail Easement Map (PDF)
. Attachment 2 - BNSF Easement Agreement (PDF)

Prepared By: Renay Leone, Real Estate Coordinator, Strategic Planning
Review:

Adam Arvidson Completed  07/22/2015 12:51 PM

Michael Schroeder Completed  07/22/2015 5:16 PM

Jayne Miller Completed 07/26/2015 8:44 PM

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 08/19/2015 5:00 PM
Administration & Finance Committee Completed  08/05/2015 5:20 PM
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